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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 2060 *%5°

I NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, ADOLPH, BEYER, BUXTON, CALTAG RONE
CAPPELLI, COHEN, CURRY, DALEY, DePASQUALE, DONATUCCI,
EVERETT, FAI RCH LD, FRANKEL, GEI ST, d BBONS, GRUCELA,
HENNESSEY, HESS, HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, MAJOR, MANN, MANTZ,

Mol LHATTAN, M LLARD, M LNE, MJRT, M O BRI EN, PAYNE, PETRONE
PH LLI PS, RAMALEY, RAPP, REED, RCSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATQ
SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SOLOBAY, STABACK, SURRA, R TAYLOR
THOMAS, VEREB, WALKO, J. VH TE, WOINARCSKI, G NGRI CH,
CONKLI'N, BELFANTI, KORTZ AND KULA, MNAY 4, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 4, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Cel ebrating the 10th anniversary of the Pennsylvania Seni or

Envi ronnment Corps and designating the nmonth of May 2007 as

"Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps Month."

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environment Corps was
founded in May 1997 as the first Statew de programof its kind
inthe United States to give seniors a mnmeani ngful opportunity to
hel p nonitor and protect water quality and to share their
concern for and know edge of the environnent with others,
especi al ly younger generations; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps has grown
fromjust under 200 volunteers in 1997 to nore than 2,900
menber s throughout this Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Vol unteers with the Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment

Corps have taken the initiative to go through special training
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and have been provided the equipnent to nonitor water quality in
52 counties; and

WHEREAS, Menbers of the Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps
now nonitor water quality at 628 sites throughout this
Commonweal th and have generated nore than 469,000 units of water
qual ity data over the last ten years using a quality assurance
plan officially accepted by the Departnent of Environnental
Protection and the United States Environnental Protection
Agency; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps created
the first Internet-based water quality testing result database
allowing citizen nonitoring groups to post water sanple results
and retrieve them for analysis; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps nenbers
contribute nore than 37,400 vol unteer hours annually to conduct
wat er sanpling and to educate the public and yout hs about water
gual ity and other issues contributing the equivalent of nore
than $8 mllion worth of volunteer tine during the corps' ten-
year history; and

WHEREAS, Vol unteers with the Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnent
Cor ps have expanded their activities to include nmentoring high
school students for Envirothon conpetitions, |ocating and
mar ki ng nore than 600 abandoned oil and gas wells, educating the
public on how to protect |ocal drinking water supplies and on
t he proper disposal of househol d hazardous waste, clearing
i nvasi ve speci es from wat er sheds, photodocunenting the results
and progress of abandoned m ne reclamation projects and
educating the public on West Nile virus and dangers of radon in
hones; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps Program
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was recogni zed by the United Nations Environnent Programre on
its @ obal 500 Honour Roll for the programis contribution to
protecting the environnment, joining the work of individuals |ike
Jacques Cousteau and Jane Goodal | ; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps was
recogni zed by the President's Council on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
and Renew America as an outstandi ng exanpl e of conmunity
partici pation; and

WHEREAS, Menbers of |ocal chapters of the Pennsyl vania Seni or
Envi ronnment Corps have recei ved nunmerous honors and recognition
fromcounty governnents, watershed groups and ot her
organi zations; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives congratul ate
menbers of the Pennsylvania Senior Environnment Corps for their
vol unteer efforts to protect and nonitor water quality in this
Conmmonweal th's rivers and streans; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives honor nenbers of
t he Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps for their initiative
in educating the public and young peopl e about the environnent
and protecting our water, air and |land fromharm and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of May 2007 as "Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnent Corps
Month" in recognition of the val uable service Pennsyl vani a
Seni or Environnent Corps volunteers performfor the citizens and

t he environnment of this Commobnweal t h.
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