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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 94 =55

| NTRODUCED BY WATERS, Bl SHOP, BLACKWELL, FREEMAN, G BBONS
HERSHEY, JAMES, KIRKLAND, MELIO MYERS, PALLONE, READSHAW
STABACK, STERN, WALKO, YOUNGBLOOD AND S| PTROTH, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, MARCH 6, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the House Children and Youth Committee to investigate

the effects of violent interactive video ganes on the

children of this Commonweal t h.

WHEREAS, Wthin the last ten years the video ganme narket,
particularly the use of home video game systens, has expl oded
t hroughout this Commonweal th and the nation; and

WHEREAS, Vi deo ganes are available to children not only at
traditional places of business specializing in anusenent but
al so through a variety of retail outlets and nagazi ne sales for
home use and by conmunication on the Internet; and

WHEREAS, | nprovenents to the picture, speed and resol ution of
t he new age of video ganes have nade the depiction of
characters, places and events contained in the ganes amazi ngly
realistic; and

WHEREAS, Sone, but not all, video games contain graphic and
repeat ed scenes of violence which include decapitation,

bl oodshed, di snenbernent, killing and death by the use of |ethal

weapons or hand-to-hand conbat; and
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WHEREAS, The General Assenbly recognizes that violent crine
is a serious and persistent problemin our society, especially
anong our youth; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly further recogni zes that, as
confirmed by current scientific data, the repeated exposure to
graphic violence and participation in violent interactive ganes
may contribute to violent behavior by our youth and desensitizes
themto acts of violence; and

WHEREAS, |nformation regarding the content of graphic
vi ol ence in novies and tel evision prograns as well as the lyrics
of nmusic is provided to consuners and parents so that they may
make choi ces concerning the depiction of violence and whet her
they elect to have their children exposed to violent content;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
direct the House Children and Youth Conmittee to investigate the
effects of violent interactive video ganes on the children of
this Cormonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee be authorized to hold hearings,
take testinony and nake its investigations at such places as it
deens necessary in this Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee be authorized to i ssue subpoenas
under the hand and seal of its chairman conmandi ng any person to
appear before the commttee and to answer questions touching
matters properly being inquired into by the commttee and to
produce such books, papers, records and docunments as the
commttee deens necessary; and be it further

RESCLVED, That subpoenas be servabl e upon any person and have
the sane effect as subpoenas issued out of the courts of this

Commonweal th and that any person that willfully neglects or
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1 refuses to testify before the conmttee or to produce any books,
2 papers, records or docunents be subject to the penalties

3 provided by the laws of this Conmonwealth in such cases; and be
4 it further

5 RESCLVED, That each nenber of the committee have power to

6 admnister oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
7 the conmttee; and be it further

8 RESCLVED, That the committee report to the House of

9 Representatives on its activities, findings and recommendati ons
10 within 180 days of the adoption of this resolution.
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