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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 47  *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, BI SHOP, McGEEHAN, WALKO, SAYLOR, BOYD,
BUXTON, CALTAG RONE, CRUZ, DONATUCCI, EACHUS, GALLOMAY
GECORCE, GOODVAN, CGRUCELA, HENNESSEY, JAMES, KI RKLAND, MANN
McCALL, MELI O, MENSCH, PALLONE, PARKER, PETRI, RANALEY,
READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROSS, SANTONI, S| PTROTH, SURRA, THOVAS,
WATERS, YOUNGBLOCD, BELFANTI, HESS AND MANTZ,
FEBRUARY 5, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
FEBRUARY 5, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng February 1, 2007, as "National Freedom Day" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Major Richard Robert Wight, Sr., a former slave,
fought to have a day when freedomfor all Anericans is
cel ebrated; and

WHEREAS, Major Wight served as an officer in the Spanish-
American War and was the first African American appoi nted by
President WIlliam MKinley to be the paymaster of the United
States Arny; and

WHEREAS, Anong his many acconplishnments, Major Wight founded
a high school and the National Freedom Day Associati on and owned
several newspapers; and

WHEREAS, Major Wight served as the first president of the
CGeorgia State Industrial College for Colored Youth in Athens,

CGeorgia, now known as Savannah State University; and
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WHEREAS, [n 1921 Major Wight founded the G tizens and
Sout hern Bank and Trust Conpany, one of the npbst successful
African- Anreri can busi ness endeavors in Phil adel phia history; and

WHEREAS, As president of the Citizens and Sout hern Bank and
Trust Conpany, Mjor Wight encouraged African-Anerican
i nvest ment and sponsored nunerous causes within the African-
American community until his death in 1947; and

WHEREAS, As president of the Citizens and Sout hern Bank and
Trust Conpany, Mjor Wight worked hard to establish February 1
as "National Freedom Day"; and

WHEREAS, On February 1, 1941, Major Wight invited national
and |l ocal |eaders to neet in Philadelphia to fornmulate plans to
set aside February 1 of each year as "National Freedom Day"
because it was on this day in 1865 that President Abraham
Li ncol n abol i shed sl avery by signing the 13th Amendnent to the
Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, President Harry Truman, recogni zing the inportance
of such a day, signed an Executive Order on June 30, 1948,
proclaimng February 1 as "National Freedom Day"; and

WHEREAS, Anericans of all colors, creeds, cultures, religions
and countries of origin share a common |ove of and respect for
freedomas well as a determ nation to protect their right to
freedom t hrough denocratic institutions; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize
February 1, 2007, as "National Freedom Day" in Pennsylvani a; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmenorate the
achi evenents of Major Ri chard Robert Wight, Sr., and recognize
his efforts to establish a national day conmenorating freedom

for all people.
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