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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 26  *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY LEACH, BEYER, BI SHOP, BOYD, CALTAGQ RONE, COHEN,
CREI GHTON, CURRY, DALEY, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, FREENMAN, GABI G
GALLOWMAY, GCEI ST, CGEORGE, G NCGRI CH, GOCDNVAN, GRUCELA,
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, KENNEY, KULA, LONG ETTI, MANTZ,
MARKGOSEK, Ml LHATTAN, MELI O M LLARD, MOYER, MJSTI G
M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PHI LLIPS, RAVALEY, RAPP, READSHAW
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCAVELLO, SONNEY, STABACK, VULAKOVI CH,
WALKO, WOINARGSKI, YOUNGBLOCD AND SI PTROTH, JANUARY 29, 2007

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JANUARY 29, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the week of March 11 through 17, 2007, as "Fam i al
Dysaut onom a Awar eness Week" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Originally reported in 1949, famlial dysautonom a,
al so known as Riley-Day Syndrone, is recogni zed as one of
several hereditary sensory and autonom c neuropathi es; and

WHEREAS, Fam |ial dysautonomia is an autosomal recessive
genetic disorder that affects the autonom ¢ and sensory nervous
systens; and

WHEREAS, Evi dence of the disorder may be noted frombirth,
al t hough neurol ogic deterioration progresses with age; and

WHEREAS, It is estinmated that one in 27 people of Ashkenazi
Jewi sh descent are carriers of the famlial dysautonom a
mut ati on which is found in nmales and femal es equal ly; and

WHEREAS, Because fam |ial dysautonom a has been noted al nost
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exclusively in Ashkenazi Jews, it is included as one of the
Jewi sh genetic diseases; and

WHEREAS, Current survival statistics indicate that a newborn
with famlial dysautonom a has a 50% probability of reaching 40
years of age; and

WHEREAS, Fam |ial dysautonom a affects tear production,
swal | owi ng, tenperature regulation and sensitivity to heat or
pai n; and

WHEREAS, O her synptons include excessive sweating, certain
gastrointestinal, circulatory and respiratory conditions, speech
and notor incoordination, poor growh and scoliosis; and

WHEREAS, Fam |ial dysautonom a patients can function
i ndependently in the absence of major disabilities with early
treatnment; and

WHEREAS, There currently is no cure for famlial
dysaut onom a, but some avail able treatnents can inprove the
length and quality of life; and

WHEREAS, The mission is to find a cure for famlial
dysaut onom a by funding rel evant research prograns, to provide a
support network ai med at addressing the needs of patients and
famlies and to pronote educati on and awareness prograns in the
medi cal comunity and the public; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
week of March 11 through 17, 2007, as "Fam lial Dysautonom a

Awar eness Week" in Pennsyl vani a.
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