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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2808 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY TURZAI, BOBACK, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER
CREI GHTON, DALEY, DALLY, DENLINGER, GEI ST, G NGRI CH, GOCDAN,
HARHAI , HENNESSEY, HORNAMAN, KORTZ, KOTI K, MACKERETH
MARSHALL, MARSI CO, McI LVAINE SM TH, MENSCH, R M LLER, MOUL
MOYER, MUNDY, MJRT, O NEILL, PETRONE, PYLE, READSHAW
SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, R. STEVENSON, SWANGER AND
VULAKOVI CH, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 15, 1951 (P.L.586, No.144), entitled

"An act regul ating the suspension, renoval, furloughing and

rei nstatenent of police officers in boroughs and townshi ps of

the first class having police forces of less than three
menbers, and in townships of the second class,” making the
act applicable to regional police departnents.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title of the act of June 15, 1951 (P.L.586,
No. 144), referred to as the Police Tenure Act, is anmended to
read:

AN ACT
Regul ating the suspension, renoval, furloughing and

rei nstatenent of police officers in boroughs and townshi ps of

the first class having police forces of less than three

menbers, [and] in townships of the second class and in

regi onal police departnents.




Section 2. Section 1 of the act is anmended to read:
Section 1. This act shall apply to each township of the

second cl ass, to each regi onal police departnent, to each

bor ough and township of the first class having a police force of
| ess than three nenbers and not subject to sections one thousand
one hundred sixty-five through one thousand one hundred ni nety
of the act, approved the fourth day of My, one thousand nine
hundred twenty-seven (Panphlet Laws 519), known as "The Borough
Code," and their anmendnments, nor to sections six hundred twenty-
five through six hundred fifty of the act, approved the twenty-
fourth day of June, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one
(Panphl et Laws 1206), known as "The First C ass Townshi p Code, "

and their anmendnents. For purposes of this act, the term

"reqgi onal police departnent” shall nean a nunicipal police force

organi zed and operated in conbinati on by two or nore

muni ci palities through an i nternuni ci pal agreenent pursuant to

53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 Subch. A (relating to intergovernnental

cooperation).

Section 3. Section 2 of the act, amended July 19, 1965
(P.L.219, No.119), is anended to read:

Section 2. Renovals.--No person enployed as a regular ful
time police officer in any police departnment of any township of

t he second class, any regional police departnent, or any borough

or township of the first class within the scope of this act,
with the exception of policenen appointed for a probationary
period of one year or |ess, shall be suspended, renoved or
reduced in rank except for the follow ng reasons: (1) physical
or nental disability affecting his ability to continue in
service, in which case the person shall receive an honorabl e

di scharge fromservice; (2) neglect or violation of any official
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duty; (3) violating of any |aw which provides that such
vi ol ation constitutes a m sdenmeanor or felony; (4) inefficiency,
negl ect, intenperance, disobedi ence of orders, or conduct
unbecom ng an officer; (5) intoxication while on duty. A person
so enpl oyed shall not be renoved for religious, racial or
political reasons. A witten statenent of any charges made
agai nst any person so enployed shall be furnished to such person
within five days after the sanme are filed.

Section 4. Section 3 of the act, anmended May 9, 1984
(P.L.253, No.56), is anended to read:

Section 3. Reduction in Nunmber of Police.--1f, for reasons
of econony or other reasons, it shall be deenmed necessary by any

townshi p of the second class, any regional police departnent, or

any borough or township of the first class within the scope of
this act, to reduce the nunber of paid enployes of the police

departnent, then such political subdivision or regional police

departnent shall apply the follow ng procedure: (a) If there are
any enployes eligible for retirenent under the ternms of any
retirement or pension |aw, then such reduction in nunbers shal
be made by retirenment, if the party to be retired exceeds the
maxi mum age as defined in the act of COctober 27, 1955 (P.L.744,
No. 222), known as the "Pennsyl vania Human Rel ations Act"; (b) If
t he nunber of paid enployes in the police force eligible to
retirement is sufficient to effect the necessary reduction in
nunber, or if there are no persons eligible for retirenent, or
if no retirenment or pension fund exists, then the reduction
shall be effected by furloughing the man or nen, including
probationers, |ast appointed to said police force. Such renova
shall be acconplished by furloughing in nunerical order,

commencing with the man | ast appointed, until such reduction
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shal |l have been acconplished. In the event the said police force

shall again be increased, the enployes furl oughed shall be

reinstated in the order of their seniority in the service.
Section 5. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 7. Applicability.--(a) Subject to subsection (b),

this act shall apply to: (1) A reqi onal police departnent

establi shed on or after the effective date of this section; and

(2) a reqgional police departnent established prior to the

effective date of this section that has not provided for the

suspensi on, renoval, furl oughi ng and rei nstatenent of police

officers by an interqgovernnental aqgreenent.

(b) An intergovernnental agreenent that establishes a

regi onal police departnent may i nclude a provision that wai ves

the requirenments of this act, if the i ntergovernnental agreenent

contains civil service procedures and protections whi ch equal or

exceed the civil service provisions in sections one thousand one

hundred seventy-one through one thousand one hundred ni nety-five

of the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1656, No.581), known as

"The Bor ough Code."

Section 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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