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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2535 %%

| NTRODUCED BY JAMES, DeWEESE, McCALL, HARPER, MELI O YOUNGBLOOD,

SI PTROTH, CALTAG RONE, PALLONE, GOODVAN, Ml LHATTAN, CLYMER,
KI RKLAND, JOSEPHS, W LLI AMS AND WATERS, MAY 14, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAM NG OVERSI GHT, MAY 14, 2008

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L.950, No.164), entitled

"A supplenment to the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
entitled "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct
of the executive and admi nistrative work of the Commobnweal t h
by the Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative
departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,
boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive
and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the
nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
commi ssions shall be determned,' inplenenting the addition
of section 4.1 to Article IV of the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a; establishing the Ofice of Attorney General

el ected by the citizens and setting forth powers and duties
of the Attorney General; creating an Ofice of General

Counsel and providing for |egal services for Conmonweal t h
agenci es; transferring, reorgani zing or reconstituting
certain boards, conm ssions and agencies; placing certain
duties upon the courts and district attorneys; repealing
certain acts and parts of acts and maki ng appropriations,”
further providing for legal advice and civil matters.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 204 of the act of OCctober 15, 1980
(P.L.950, No.164), known as the Comonweal th Attorneys Act, is
anmended by addi ng subsections to read:

Section 204. Legal advice and civil matters.

* * %

(g) Assistance and cooperation; Pennsyl vani a Gam ng Contr ol

(1) The Attorney CGCeneral is hereby authorized and

directed to assi st the Pennsyl vania Gaming Control Board in

deternmining the suitability of applicants for a |license

approved and i ssued under the applicable provisions of 4

Pa.C.S. Part Il (relating to ganming). The authority conveyed

to the Attorney General under this subsection shall be

limted to the certification of crimnal history record

suitability of applicants for a |license through the conduct

of crimnal history record investigati ons.

(2) Upon receipt of a conpleted application for a

li cense, the Pennsyl vania Ganm ng Control Board shall transmt

to the Ofice of Attorney CGeneral a copy of all application

materials, including fingerprint cards, current photograph

and such rel ease i nformati on, signed wai vers and ot her

conpl eted and executed forns as may have been obtai ned by the

Pennsyl vani a Ganm ng Control Board. The Pennsyl vani a Gam ng

Control Board shall provide the Ofice of Attorney General

with any additional informati on which may be needed to assi st

inits crimnal history record investigati on. The Attorney

CGCeneral and the Pennsyl vania Gam ng Control Board shal

cooperate in:

(i) Devel oping standard forns for the conduct of
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crimnal history record investigati ons and the

certification of objection or nonobjection to the

i ssuance of a license.

(ii) Sharing of as nuch applicant infornmati on as

possi ble, both to maxi m ze i nvesti gati ve effici ency and

t hor oughness and to mnimze i nvesti gative costs.

(iii) Facilitating the conduct of crimnal history

record i nvestigati ons of applicant for a |license.

(iv) Devel opi ng procedures to govern the secure

transmttal of application materials and ot her appli cant

i nfornmati on.

(3) Upon receipt of the conpleted |icense application

i nformati on fromthe Pennsyl vania Gam ng Control Board, the

Ofice of Attorney General shall conduct a crimnal history

record i nvestigation to detern ne whether the applicant is

suitable to be licensed in accordance with the standards set

forth in 4 Pa.C.S. Ch. 13 (relating to |icensees).

(4) Upon conpl etion of the necessary crininal history

record i nvestigation, the Ofice of Attorney General shal

i ssue a notice of nonobjection to the Pennsyl vani a Gam ng

Control Board certifying that the Commbpnweal th has no

objection to the i ssuance of a license to the applicant or a

noti ce of objection certifying that the Conmbnweal th opposes

the i ssuance of a license to that applicant. The noti ce of

nonobj ecti on or objection shall be issued by the Ofice of

Attorney General within 45 days of the initial receipt of the

application informati on fromthe Pennsyl vania Gam ng Contr ol

(5) |If a notice of objection is issued, a statenent

setting forth the grounds for the objection shall be
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forwarded to the Pennsyl vani a Gami ng Control Board together

with a sunmary of the infornmati on upon which the objection to

certification of suitability was based, unl ess di ssen nati on

of the informati on would violate a confidentiality aqgreenent,

conproni se a pending crimnal investigation or be prohibited

(6) Any objection to the i ssuance of a |license by the

Ofice of Attorney General shall be nade in good faith and

wi t hout prejudice, and the objection shall be gi ven pronpt

and t horough consideration in good faith by the Pennsyl vani a

Ganming Control Board. Nothing in this subsection shall be

construed to acconplish the foll ow ng:

(i) To prevent the Pennsyl vania Gami ng Control Board

at any tine from suspendi ng or revoking a |license.

(ii) To prevent an applicant or a representati ve of

an applicant fromrequesting a review of the applicant's

crimnal history record informati on to detern ne

correctness.

(iii) To inpinge the right of an applicant to

request a hearing in accordance with 2 Pa.C.S. (rel ating

to adm ni strative | aw and procedure).

(7)) To ensure the continuous integrity of ganming in this

Commpbnweal th, it shall be the power and duty of the

Pennsyl vani a Ganm ng Control Board and the Attorney General to

conti nue to observe the conduct of all |icensees and ot her

persons having a material involvenent, directly or

indirectly, with any |icensee or other person or any

subsidiary, affiliate, internmediary or hol di ng conpany of the

|i censee or other person to ensure that a |license i s not

i ssued to or held by, nor is there any nmateri al invol venent,
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directly or indirectly, with a |licensee or other person or

any affiliate, subsidiary, internediary or hol di ng conpany of

the |licensee or other person by unqualified, disqualified or

unsui tabl e persons. If, at any tine, the Ofice of Attorney

CGCeneral woul d becone aware of informati on that woul d

constitute good cause to deny, suspend or revoke a |license,

it shall convey that information to the Pennsyl vani a Gani ng

Control Board pronptly and may request that the Pennsyl vani a

Ganming Control Board take appropriate action as to that

(h) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Criminal history record information." Information coll ected

by crimnal justice agenci es concerning a person and ari si ng

fromthe initiation of a crimnal proceedi ng, consisting of

i dentifiabl e descriptions, dates and notati ons of arrests,

i ndi ctnents, information or other formal crimnal charges and

di spositions arising therefrom The term shall i nclude

i nvestigative information and intelligence information.

"Criminal history record investigation." An investigation of

crimnal history record informati on coll ected by crim nal

justi ce agenci es concerning a person and stored in the central

repository of the Pennsylvania State Police, the National Crine

Informati on Center (NCIC) or other such Federal or other states'

conputeri zed repositories.

"Intelligence information." Informati on concerning the

habits, practices, characteristics, possessi ons or associ ati ons

of any individual conpiled in an effort to antici pate, prevent,

nonitor, investigate or prosecute crinmnal activity. The term
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shall include informati on on the possession, selling, obtaining

or using a controll ed substance as defined in the act of Apri

14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as "The Control |l ed Subst ance,

Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act."

"I nvestigative information." Infornati on assenbled as a

result of the performance of any inquiry, formal or infornal,

into a crimnal incident or an all egation of crimnal w ongdoi ng

and nmay i ncl ude nodus operandi i nfornmation.

"Li cense." The whole or any part of any approval,

qualification or simlar formof perm ssion issued by the Ganm ng

Control Board pursuant to 4 Pa.C. S. 8§ 1301 (relating to

aut hori zed sl ot nmachine |licenses), 1311.1 (relating to |icensing

of principals), 1311.2 (relating to |licensing of key enpl oyees),

1315 (relating to conditional Category 1 license), 1317

(relating to supplier licenses) and 1317.1 (relating to

manuf acturer |licenses) or any other simlar formof permn ssion,

approval or qualification issued pursuant to the applicabl e

provisions of 4 Pa.C.S. Pt. Il (relating to ganm ng), as nay be

deternmined at its discretion on a case-by-case basis by the

Pennsyl vani a Gam ng Control Board.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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