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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 23065 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CGERGELY, KORTZ, BELFANTI, BRENNAN, CARROLL
CRElI GHTON, GECRCE, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARKI NS, HESS, LENTZ,
Mol LVAINE SM TH, M LNE, PETRONE, PYLE, READSHAW SEI P
SI PTROTH, SURRA, SWANGER, THOVAS, WANSACZ, J. VH TE AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 17, 2008

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 17, 2008
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for closing of
school or department and for powers and duties of board of
control

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 524 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended Cct ober
21, 1965 (P.L.601, No.312) and January 14, 1970 (1969 P.L. 468,
No. 192), is anended to read:

Section 524. ddosing of School or Departnent.--(a) The

board of school directors of any school district, including
merged or union districts, and any boards of school directors
establishing any joint school or departnent, shall not close any
school or department during the school term unless such action

shall advance the orderly devel opnment of attendance areas within
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an approved admi nistrative unit and has been approved by the

Department of [Public Instruction] Education or unless the

closure is the result of an act of the General Assenbly. In the

event a school board shall determ ne [prior to the beginning of

t he next school tern] to close any school or department, [sixty

(60) days' notice, in witing,] the school board shall provide

public notice of its intent to close a school or departnent in

accordance with section 106 and witten notice three hundred

sixty-five (365) days prior to the closing of any school or

departnment[, shall be given] to all tenporary professional and
pr of essi onal enpl oyes affected thereby, unless such action shal
advance the orderly devel opnent of attendance areas within an
approved adm nistrative unit and has been approved by the

Departnment of [Public Instruction] Education or the closure is

the result of an act of the General Assenbly. Upon failure to

give witten notice of intention to close any school or
departnent, the school district shall pay such enployes their
salaries until the end of the school year during which such
school s or departnents were cl osed.

(b) Tenporary professional or professional enployes, whose
positions are abolished as a result of the action of the board
of school directors in closing a school or departnent, or
reassigning pupils inits effort to consumate partially or
wholly the orderly devel opnent of approved adm nistrative and
attendance areas, nmay not be suspended until the end of the
school year if such action is taken during the school year or
| ater than sixty (60) days prior to the opening of the next
school term

(c) The paynent of salary to any tenporary professional or

pr of essi onal enpl oye shall be discontinued inmediately, if such
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enpl oye obt ai ns ot her enploynment which, in the judgnent of the
board of school directors, could not have been obtained or held
i f such school or departnment had not been cl osed: Provided,
however, That if the salary in the new position is |ess than the
sal ary the professional enploye would have received had he
remai ned in the enploynent of the school district, the school
district shall be liable for the difference.

Section 2. Section 1311 of the act is amended by adding a
subsection to read:

Section 1311. dosing Schools.--* * *

(c) Wienever the board of school directors of a school

district makes a deternination to close a public school inits

district, the board shall provide notice of the closure in

accordance with secti on 524.

Section 3. Section 1706-B(a) of the act, anended Novenber
22, 2000 (P.L.672, No.91), is anended to read:

Section 1706-B. Powers and Duties of Board of Control.--(a)
Except for the power to |evy taxes, the board of control nmay
exercise all other powers and duties conferred by |law on the
board of school directors and the powers and duties conferred by
| aw on a special board of control under sections 693, 694 and
695. In addition to the powers set forth in section 1704-B(a),
the board of control shall have the power to close a district

school . VWhenever a board of control nmakes a deterni nation to

close a district school, the board of control shall provide

notice of the closure in accordance with secti on 524.

* * %

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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