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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2308 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY PERRY, CREI GHTON, DeLUCA, DENLI NGER, G NGRI CH
GRELL, HARRI'S, HUTCH NSON, MANTZ, MENSCH, R M LLER, ROAE
SAYLOR, SCHRODER, SWANGER AND THOVAS, MARCH 10, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMVENT, MARCH 10, 2008

AN ACT

Reenacting and anmendi ng the act of August 4, 1959 (P.L.587,
No. 195), entitled as anended, "An act creating and
establishing the Legislative Budget and Finance Commttee;
providing for its nenbership; prescribing its powers,
functions and duties; providing for the appoi ntnment of an
executive director and other personnel, and maki ng an
appropriation,” providing for short title; and further
providing for creation of the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Committee, for nmenbership, appointnents, terns, vacancies and

10 officers, for duties, for executive director, for

11 conpensation, for reports, for appropriations and for

12 effective date.

OCO~NOUITARWNE

13 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

14 hereby enacts as foll ows:

15 Section 1. Sections 1 and 2 of the act of August 4, 1959

16 (P.L.587, No.195), entitled, as anended "An act creating and

17 establishing the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee;

18 providing for its nenbership; prescribing its powers, functions
19 and duties; providing for the appointnment of an executive

20 director and other personnel, and naking an appropriation," are
21 reenacted and anmended to read:

22 Section 1. Short title.
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This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Leqgi sl ative

Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee Act.

Secti on 2. Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmittee created;

menber shi p; appoi ntnments; terns; vacanci es.

(a) Creation and nenbership.--There is hereby created the

Legi sl ati ve Budget and Finance Conmittee. The conmittee shall be

conposed of 12 nenbers, which shall consist of the President pro

tenpore of the Senate and five other nmenbers of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and five other nenbers
of the House.

(b) Appointnents.--The President pro tenpore of the Senate

shall appoint the Majority Leader of the Senate, the Mnority
Leader of the Senate and three additional nenbers of the Senate.
Two of the three additional nmenbers shall be nenbers of the
Mnority party. The President pro tenpore of the Senate, the
Majority Leader and the Mnority Leader may desi gnate ot her
menbers of the Senate to be appointed in their stead. The
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint the
Majority Leader of the House of Representatives, the Mnority
Leader of the House of Representatives and three additional
menbers of the House. Two of the three additional nenbers shal
be nenbers of the Mnority Party. The Speaker of the House, the
Majority Leader and the Mnority Leader may desi gnate ot her
menbers of the House to be appointed in their stead.

(c) Terns and vacanci es. --Menbers of the commttee shall be

appoi nted or reappointed during each regular session of the
CGeneral Assenbly, and shall continue as nmenbers until the first
Tuesday in January of the next odd-nunbered year and until their
respective successors shall be appointed, provided they continue

to be nenbers of the Senate or the House of Representatives. The
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termof office of such committee nmenbers as shall not continue
to be nenbers of the Senate or the House of Representatives
shall cease upon the convening of the next regular session of
the Legislature after their appointnment. The conmittee has a
continui ng exi stence and nay neet and conduct its business at
any place within the Commonweal th during the sessions of

Legi slature or any recess thereof and in the interimbetween
sessi ons.

[Section 2.]1(d) Appointnent of officers.--The conmttee

shall have the power and duty to appoint its own chairnman, vice-
chai rman and ot her officers, to make rules and regul ati ons
governing its proceedings and to performeither through the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmittee, or through

subcomm ttees of the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmitt ee,
all duties and functions relating to the study of the revenues,
expenditures and fiscal problens of the Coomonwealth, its

of ficers, boards, conmttees, conm ssions, institutions and

ot her State agenci es.

Section 2. Sections 3 and 4 of the act, amended Septenber
20, 1961 (P.L.1521, No.645), are reenacted and anended to read:
Section 3. Duties.

The comm ttee shall have the follow ng powers and duties:

(1) The conmittee shall have power to request, receive,
revi ew, exam ne, study, ascertain and conpare fiscal

i nformati on concerning the budget, the revenues and

expenditures of the Commonweal th and to make recommendati ons

to the Legislature, when found advisable, directed to the

el i m nation of unnecessary expenditures and to the pronotion

of econony in the governnment of the Conmonweal t h.

(2) To make current exam nation and, when pertinent,
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reports concerning the current condition of all State funds,
appropriations and ot her noneys, whether or not such
appropriations are being currently expended for the purposes
and within the statutory restrictions provided by the
Legi sl ature, and concerning the current availability of
revenue to neet expenditures under appropriations.

(3) The conmittee shall report to the General Assenbly
when they are in session, the Governor and the Auditor
Ceneral, when it appears that any appropriation is being
expended for purposes other than the purposes for which the
appropriation was intended, or if it appears that any
statutory restrictions or provisions are being violated.

(4) The conmittee shall nmake reports, fromtime to tine,
to the nmenbers of the Legislature and, upon request, to the
standing comm ttees of the Senate and House of
Representatives with respect to any of its findings or
recommendations of a fiscal nature. It shall keep conplete
m nutes of its nmeetings. The conmittee shall make and
distribute its final report to the nenbers of the ensuing
Legi slature not later than ten days after the conveni ng of
the regul ar session of the Legislature.

(5) The conmittee may issue subpoenas, under the hand
and seal of the chairman, to conpel the attendance of
wi t nesses and the production of any papers, books, accounts,
docunents and testinmony touching matters of a fiscal nature
properly being inquired into by the commttee, to adm nister
oaths, and to cause the deposition of wtnesses, either
residing within or without the State, to be taken in the
manner prescribed by laws for taking depositions in civil

acti ons.
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(6) Any person who wilfully neglects or refuses to
conply with any subpoena issued in behalf of the commttee,
or refuses to testify to any matters regardi ng which he may
be lawfully interrogated, shall be subject to the penalties
provi ded by the | aws of the Comonweal th in such cases.

(7) Each witness who appears before the commttee by its
order, other than an officer or enploye of the Conmonwealth,
shall receive for his attendance the fees and m | eage
provided for witnesses in civil cases in courts of record,
whi ch shall be audited and paid out of the funds of the
comm ttee upon the presentation of proper vouchers signed by
such witness and approved by the chairman or vice-chairman of
the conmittee.

(8) The Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee is
authorized to appoint an executive director, and to fix his
conpensati on, who shall be the chief executive officer of the
commttee and assist in its duties, and shall conpile
information for the commttee. The conmttee is authorized to
sel ect and enpl oy other personnel that it nmay deem necessary
in the performance of its duties, and the conpensati on and
sal aries shall be fixed by the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Conmittee.

(9) The Leqislative Budget and Fi nance Commttee, in

addition to all other duties prescribed by | aw, shal

annual | y revi ew budgets and appropriati on requests and the

operati on and managenent of sel ected State agenci es,

departnents and i nstitutions and shall devel op a perfor nance-

based budget as well as nmke recomendati ons with respect

thereto the |l eqgislature. The follow ng shall apply:

(i) To carry out the purposes of this paraqgraph, the
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1 Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmittee shall establish
2 a performance- based budget division staffed with persons
3 know edgeabl e and proficient in perfornmance-based

4 budgeti ng, budget analysis and budget preparation.

5 (ii) Each agency, departnment and institution shal

6 furnish to the Legislative Budget and Finance Conmittee a
7 copy of its appropriation request made to the Ofice of
8 t he Budget at the sane tinme such request is nmade to such
9 office. Each State agency, departnent or institution

10 shall also furnish to the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
11 Conmittee and its staff any other supporting information
12 or data deened necessary to carry out the purposes of

13 t hi s paragraph.

14 (iii) The Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee,
15 or when it deens necessary, its staff, may hold such

16 testinmony fromofficers and enpl oyees of each State

17 agency, departnment or institution and require such

18 testinmony fromofficers and enpl oyees of each State

19 agency, departnment or institution as isS necessary to
20 carry out the purposes of this paragraph.
21 (iv) The Legislative Budget and Finance Committee
22 shall utilize a performance-based budgeti ng approach in
23 devel opi ng the budget recommendati ons in subparagraph
24 (v). The Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee shal
25 adopt a perfornmance-based budgeti ng approach that
26 denonstrates a systematic approach for devel opi ng
27 performance budgets at governnent agenci es.
28 (v) On the day in which the Governor is required by
29 |aw to address the General Assenbly in a joint session
30 presenting the annual budget address, the Legislative
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Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee shall furni sh a docunent

containing its budget recommendati ons to each menber of

the Appropriations Conmttee of the House of

Representati ves and to those other nenbers of the General

Assenbly which may request it. A copy shall al so be

furni shed to the Governor and to the Ofice of the

Section 4. Executi ve director.

The duties of the executive director shall be as follows:

(1) By continuous review of State expenditures, revenues
and anal ysis of budget to ascertain the facts, conpare cost,
wor kl oad and ot her data, and make recommendati ons concerni ng
the State's budget and revenue of the departnments, boards,
commi ssi ons and agenci es of the Conmonweal t h.

(2) Such other duties as shall be assigned to himby the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmitt ee.

Section 3. Sections 5 and 6 of the act are reenacted and
amended to read:

Section 5. Conpensati on.

The nmenbers of the conmttee shall serve w thout conpensation
but shall be reinbursed for their expenses incurred while
attendi ng sessions of the commttee or neetings of any
subcomm ttee of the commttee, or while engaged on ot her
comm ttee business authorized by the commttee, and in going to
and com ng fromneetings of the conmttee or its subconmmttees
or for travel and other committee busi ness when authorized by
the conmittee.

Section 6. Reports.

Before any witten report is made by the commttee, the

departnent, officer or agency of the governnent involved therein
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shall be afforded an opportunity to comment, and said conments
shall be attached to said report.

Section 4. Section 7 of the act, amended Septenber 20, 1961
(P.L.1521, No.645), is reenacted and anended to read:

Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000), or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specifically
appropriated to the Legislative Budget and Finance Conmttee to
pay the expenses of the nmenbers of the cormittee and for the
sal ary or conpensation of executive director, clerical and other
hire and incidental expenses.

Section 5. Section 8 of the act is reenacted and amended to
read:

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect the day follow ng sine die
adj ournnment of the present session of the General Assenbly.

Section 6. This act shall take effect imediately.
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