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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2240 5%

| NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD, ARGALL, BAKER, BARRAR, BASTI AN,
BENNI NGHOFF, BOBACK, BOYD, BRENNAN, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER
COHEN, CUTLER, DALLY, DENLI NGER, EVERETT, GEI ST, GEORGE
G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HARPER, HARRI S,
HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HORNAMAN, JAMES, KENNEY,
KILLI ON, KING LENTZ, NMANTZ, MGEEHAN, MELI O, M COZZI E
R MLLER, MLNE, MOUL, MJRT, NAILCR, PASH NSKI, PETRARCA
PETRONE, PHI LLI PS, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, ROEBUCK, RUBLEY,
SAYLOR, SCHRODER, SIPTROTH, SONNEY, SURRA, J. TAYLOR, THOVAS,
VULAKOVI CH, WANSACZ, J. WH TE, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK
FEBRUARY 11, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, FEBRUARY 11, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Comonweal th," providing for veterans.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the Public Welfare Code, is anended by adding a section to

r ead:

Section 215. Veterans.--(a) The departnent shall nake a

good faith effort to determ ne whether an applicant for cash or

medi cal assistance is a veteran. While in the process of naki ng

its deternmination, the departnent shall di spense benefits to the

applicant, if otherwi se eliqgible.
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(b)) As a condition of eligibility to receive cash or nedi cal

assi stance, an applicant who is a veteran shall be required to

contact a veteran service officer accredited and recogni zed by

the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs, the Departnent

of Mlitary and Veterans Affairs or the county director of

veterans affairs in which the applicant resides in order to

deternmine the applicant's eligibility for veteran's benefits or

to file a veteran cl ai ns packet.

(c) An applicant who is a veteran shall provi de proof of

conpliance with this section and the departnent shall, to the

greatest extent possible, require the applicant to provide

informati on on the final determ nation of eligibility for

veteran benefits and the type of benefits the veteran is

entitled to receive.

(d) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

"Assi st ance" nmeans npbney, services and paynent for nedi cal

coverage for needy persons who are residents of this

Commpbnweal th, are in need of assistance and neet all conditions

of eligibility.

"Veteran cl ai ns packet" neans an application requesting a

deternmination or entitlenent or evidencing a belief in

entitlenent to a benefit as provided for in 38 CFR (relating to

pensi ons, bonuses, and veterans' relief) or 51 Pa.C. S. (rel ating

to mlitary affairs).

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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