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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsyl vani a, abolishing the school property tax on hones
and farnms and |imting the school property tax on comrerci al
and recreational properties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with the provisions of
Article Xl :

That Article VIII be anmended by adding a section to read:

8 18. School property tax.

(a) The school property tax on honmes and farns i s hereby

abol i shed. No school property tax shall be assessed, |evied or

collected in any anobunt what soever on any hone or farm after

June 30, 2011, or after the effective date of this section,

whi chever is |ater.

(b)Y Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the school

property tax on commercial and recreati onal properties in a
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school district nay not exceed the nillage | evied on the

commercial and recreati onal properties for the tax year when

this section takes effect unless the school district assesses,

|l evies and collects a | esser percentage of such mllage, in

whi ch case, the percentage nust be uniformfor all commerci al

and recreational properties.

(c) This section shall not apply to real property taxes

| evied by counties or nunicipalities for purposes unrelated to

educati on.

(d) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

"Commercial or recreational property." Any real property

other than a home or a farm

"Farm" The entire tract of a farm including the buil di ngs

and structures, which is used as the domcile of the owner

thereof or an imediate famly nenber, which contains at | east

ten conti guous acres and which is primarily used to house,

produce and store aninmals rai sed and farm products produced on

that farm for purposes of commercial agricul tural production.

"Hone." A dwelling, including the entire tract of |and on

which the dwelling is |ocated, which is prinmarily used as the

domicile of an individual who is an owner or immedi ate fanm ly

menber of an owner thereof.

"School property tax." A real property tax that is inposed

in whole or in part for the purpose of fundi ng public education.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article

XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
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1 required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in

2 which such newspapers are published in sufficient time after

3 passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

4 (b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
5 proposed constitutional amendnent, the Secretary of the

6 Conmmonweal th shall proceed imediately to conply with the

7 advertising requirements of section 1 of Article Xl of the

8 Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required

9 advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in which such
10 newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of

11 this proposed constitutional amendnment. The Secretary of the

12 Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anmendnent
13 to the qualified electors of this Comonwealth at the first

14 primary, general or nunicipal election which neets the

15 requirenents of and is in conformance with section 1 of Article
16 Xl of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and which occurs at | east
17 three nonths after the proposed constitutional amendnent is

18 passed by the General Assenbly.
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