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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2035 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY SEI P, BEAR, GOCDVAN, BAKER, BASTI AN, BENNI NGION
COSTA, CURRY, DePASQUALE, HARKI NS, HORNAMAN, HUTCHI NSON
KORTZ, MARKOSEK, M CALL, MJSTI O PASH NSKI, PETRONE, Pl CKETT,
READSHAW REI CHLEY, K SMTH, M SM TH, SAYLOR, MANDERI NO
MARSHALL, SIPTROTH, RCEBUCK, ARGALL, TRUE, HARPER, FLECK
YOUNGBLOOD, MAHONEY, CONKLI N, FREEMAN, SH MKUS, J. VWH TE
PH LLIPS, R MLLER MAJOR, WALKO AND ELLI S,
NOVEMBER 15, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON TOURI SM AND RECREATI ONAL
DEVELOPMENT, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED
APRIL 1, 2008
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AN ACT
Providing for a Heritage Area Programto identify, protect,
enhance and pronote the historic, recreational, cultural,
natural and scenic resources of this Commonwealth and to
stimulate conmmunity sustainability and econom c devel oprment
t hrough heritage, outdoor recreation and ecotourism and
maki ng an appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Commonweal t h
Heritage Devel opnent Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Board of Commponwealth Partners as established



1 in section 5.

2 "Departnent.” The Departnent of Conservation and Natural

3 Resources of the Commonweal t h.

4 "Heritage area." A designated geographic region or corridor
5 of this Commonweal th that contains a nultitude of historic,

6 recreational, cultural, natural and scenic resources of State

7 significance that collectively exenplify the heritage of this

8 Commonweal t h.

9 "Program "™ The Heritage Area Program established in section
10 3.

11 Section 3. Heritage Area Program

12 (a) Establishnent.--The Heritage Area Programis established
13 within the departnment to identify, protect, enhance and pronote
14 the historic, recreational, natural, cultural and scenic

15 resources of this Conmonwealth and to stinmulate comunity

16 sustainability and econom c devel opnment through heritage,

17 outdoor recreation and ecotourism

18 (b) Adm nistration.--The departnment shall adopt regulatiens
19 GUIDELINES and policies for the inplenmentation and
20 admnistration of the program
21 (c) Funding.--
22 (1) The department shall allocate all funds autherized
23 by—this—act—and ANNUALLY appropriated by the General Assenbly
24 for—the—program-
25
26
27
28
29
30
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as

departrent—a—suffHecient—ampunt—annual-by—foer—the | N EQUAL
AMOUNTS TO EACH OF THE HERI TAGE AREAS DESI GNATED BY THI S ACT

FOR THE PURPOSE OF | MPLEMENTI NG THE MANAGEMENT PLAN AND FOR
CARRYI NG OQUT HERI TAGE DEVELOPMENT GRANT AND | NVESTMENT
PROGRAMS W THI N THE AREA, | NCLUDI NG ADM NI STRATI ON AND
OPERATI ON.
(2) THE DEPARTMENT | S AUTHORI ZED TO ALLOCATE NO MORE
THAN 5% OF THE ANNUALLY APPROPRI ATED FUNDI NG FOR THE
adm nistration of this act and, FOR prograns that pronote
heritage devel opnent within this Commonweal th AND
4)—TFhedepartrent—ayfundtoecal FOR feasibility
st udi es and—ranagenrent—plans outsi de the boundaries of

al ready existing heritage areas.
(d) Designation.--The foll ow ng areas are hereby desi gnated
heritage areas for the purposes of this act:

(1) Allegheny R dge Heritage Area, which includes
ALLEGHENY, Bl air, Canbria, Huntingdon and-Senerset, | NDI ANA,
JUNI ATA, M FFLI N, PERRY, SOVERSET AND WESTMORELAND Counti es.

(2) Delaware and Lehi gh National Heritage Park Corridor,

whi ch includes Bucks, Carbon, Lehigh, Luzerne and Nort hanpton

Count i es.

(3) Endless Muwuntains Heritage Region, which includes
Bradford, Sullivan, Susquehanna and Wom ng Counti es.

(4) Lackawanna Heritage Vall ey, which includes
Lackawanna, Luzerne, Susquehanna and Wayne Counti es.

(5) Lancaster-York Heritage Region, which includes
Lancaster and York Counti es.

(6) Lincoln H ghway Heritage Corridor, which includes
Adans, Bedford, Franklin, Fulton, Sonerset and Westnorel and

Counti es.
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(7) Lunber Heritage Region, which includes Canbri a,

Caneron, Centre, Clarion, Cearfield, Cinton, Elk, Forest,

I ndi ana, Jefferson, Lycom ng, MKean, Potter, Tioga and

Warren Counti es.

(8) National Road Heritage Park, which includes Fayette,

Somer set and Washi ngt on Counti es.

(9) G| Heritage Region, which includes Crawford and

Venango Counti es.

(10) Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area, which

i ncl udes Al l egheny, Arnstrong, Beaver, Fayette, G een,

Washi ngton and West norel and Counti es.

(11) PA Route 6 Heritage Corridor, which includes

Bradford, Crawford, Erie, Lackawanna, MKean, Pike, Potter,

Ti oga, Warren, WAYNE and Wom ng Counti es. <—

(12) Schuylkill River National & State Heritage Area,
whi ch includes Berks, Chester, Mntgonery, Phil adel phia and

Schuyl ki Il Counti es.

(e) Additional designations.--Future heritage areas beyond
those specified in this act may be established AND RECEI VE <—
ANNUAL APPROPRI ATI ONS only by act of the General Assenbly. Each
new y designated heritage area shall develop, in partnership
with the departnent, a managenent action plan that will address
the goal s and objectives of the new heritage area. The plan nust
be approved by the Board of Commonwealth Partners for the
heritage area to be officially designated.

Section 4. Program goal s.

A heritage area shall include a plan that incorporates the
followi ng primry goals:

(1) To strengthen regional and | ocal econom es through

heritage tourism conmunity revitalization and ot her
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1 activities that will enhance the quality of Iife and econom c
2 vitality of the area.

3 (2) To establish partnerships and coalitions, including,
4 but not limted to, those anong Federal, State and | ocal

5 governments, public officials, businesses, civic |eaders,

6 comunity organi zations, planners, educators,

7 preservationi sts, conservationi sts and ot her individuals.

8 (3) To work with conmunities to protect, docunent,

9 mai ntain and interpret the area's tangi ble and intangible

10 cul tural resources, including community-based ethnic,

11 occupational, religious and other folklife traditions,

12 including lore, skills, custons, practices, stories, and the
13 built and natural environnment that supports them in order to
14 facilitate cultural continuity, pronote intercultura

15 awar eness and respect, and to encourage public appreciation
16 of the Commonweal th's distinctive and varied cultural |egacy.
17 (4) To develop and enhance greenways and conserve open
18 space to link the significant natural, scenic, cultural,

19 recreational and historic sites through rivers, trails,
20 byways and out door recreational activities.
21 (5) To comuni cate and pronote the significance of the
22 area's resources and stories through historical
23 interpretation, events and prograns for the benefit of
24 students, educators, visitors and the general public.
25 Section 5. Board of Commonwealth Partners.
26 (a) Establishnent.--The Board of Commonwealth Partners is
27 established in the departnent.
28 (b) Menbership.--The secretary or chief executive official

29 of the follow ng agencies and organi zati ons or their designee
30 shall be a nmenber of the board:
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(1) Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania Council on the Arts.
(2) Departnent of Agriculture.

(3) Departnent of Community and Econom c Devel opnent.
(4) Departnent of Conservation and Natural Resources.
(5) Departnent of Education.

(6) Departnment of Environmental Protection.

(7) Departnent of Transportation.

(8) Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Conmi ssi on.
(9) Pennsylvania Humanities Council.

(10) The Pennsyl vania Heritage Areas Associ ation.

(c) Powers and duties.--The board shall have the follow ng
powers and duties—-—:

(1) To review applications for new heritage areas and
provi de recomrendati ons to the General Assenbly.

(2) To provide expertise on prograns and issues rel ated
to their agency or organization.

(3) To assist in obtaining additional funds through
grants and | oans avail able fromthe Federal CGovernnent, other

St at e agenci es and ot her sources.

(4) To provide technical assistance to heritage areas.
(5) To pronote heritage devel opnment and heritage areas
within their respective agencies and throughout this

Conmonweal t h.

(d) Meetings.--The board shall neet at |east once every
three nonths or nore often as necessary to fulfill its duties
and shall neet periodically with heritage areas to carry out the
adm ni stration of this act.

(e) Personnel and resources.--The departnment shall provide
t he necessary personnel and resources to the board to fulfill

its duties under this act.
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Section 6. Appropriation.

The sum of $5,0600,000 $5, 300,000 is hereby appropriated to
t he Departnent of Conservation and Natural Resources FOR THE
FI SCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2008, TO JUNE 30, 2009, for the purpose of
provi ding funding to heritage areas DESI GNATED I N SECTI ON 3(D)
and for the adm nistrative costs associated with that funding.

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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