PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2334 PRINTER S NO. 3000

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 17952 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CURRY, KENNEY, BELFANTI, BOYD, BRENNAN
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, COHEN, DeLUCA, FRANKEL, FREENAN,
GOCDVAN, HENNESSEY, HESS, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA,
LEACH, LENTZ, MAHONEY, MANDERI NO, M|l LHATTAN, MELI O MJNDY,
MURT, NAILOR, D. OBRIEN, M O BRI EN, PH LLIPS, RAPP
READSHAW SANTONI, Ml LVAINE SM TH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STERN
TANGRETTI, THOMAS, TRUE, J. WH TE, YOUNGBLOOD, SCHRCDER
SI PTROTH, HARPER, M SM TH, BENN NGHOFF AND GERGELY,
JULY 14, 2007

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 11, 2007
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AN ACT
Providing for education for parents relating to sudden infant
deat h syndrone and sudden unexpected death of infants;
establishing the Sudden |Infant Death Syndrone Educati on and
Prevention Program and providing for duties of the
Depart ment of Health.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Sudden I nfant
Deat h Syndrome Educati on and Prevention Program Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly hereby finds and decl ares as fol |l ows:
(1) The sudden, unexpected death of a newborn is the

third nost common cause of death anong newborns and is only

exceeded in the first year of life by congenital
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mal formati ons and prematurity.

(2) Most sudden infant deaths occur when a baby is
between two and four nonths old, and 90% of all sudden i nfant
deat hs occur before six nonths of age.

(3) Most babies that die of sudden infant death syndrone
(SIDS) or sudden unexpected death in infants (SUDI) appear to
be healthy prior to death.

(4) Sixty percent of SIDS victinms are nmal e and 40% are
femal e.

(5) Wile SIDS occurs in all socioeconomc, racial and
et hni ¢ groups, African-American and Native-Ameri can babi es
are two to three tinmes nore likely to die of SIDS than
Caucasi an babi es.

(6) In 1994, the Anmerican Acadeny of Pediatrics, in
conjunction with other major health organizations in the
United States, |aunched the national "Back to Sleep”
canpai gn, whi ch endorsed and pronoted the pl acenent of
infants on their backs both for sleeping and nappi ng.

(7) The incidence of sudden infant death in the United
St at es decreased by nore than 50% since the inception of this
canpai gn.

(8) In 2005, the American Acadeny of Pediatrics issued a
new recommendation to further reduce the risk of SIDS that
defined and pronoted the use of a safe sl eeping environnment
for infants.

(9) At this time there is no known way to prevent SIDS
or SUDI, but the risk can be mnimzed. Parents should | earn
risk factors associated with SIDS and SUDI and share with
others information on how to create a safe sl eeping

environnent for an infant to reduce the ri sk of sudden and
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unexpect ed deat h.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Birth center.” A facility not part of a hospital which
provi des maternity care to childbearing famlies not requiring
hospitalization. As used in this definition, the term"maternity
care" includes prenatal, |abor, delivery and postpartum care
related to nedically unconplicated pregnancies.

"Conmitnment statenment.” A formwhich nay be voluntarily
signed by a parent, acknow edgi ng that the parent has received,
read and has an understandi ng of the educational and
instructional materials provided on sudden infant death syndrone
and sudden unexpected death in infants.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Hospital." A for-profit or nonprofit hospital providing
clinically related health services for obstetrical and newborn
care, including those operated by the State, |ocal government or
an agency. The termshall not include an office used primarily
for private or group practice by health care practitioners where
no reviewable clinically related health services are offered.

“Infant.” A child 30 days of age or ol der and younger than
24 nont hs of age.

"Mdwife." An individual who is licensed as a mdw fe by the
State Board of Medicine.

"Newborn." A child 29 days of age or younger.

"Parent." A natural parent, stepparent, adoptive parent,
| egal guardian or |egal custodian of a child.

"Program " The Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Education and
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Prevention Program

"Sudden infant death syndronme"” or "SIDS." The sudden,
unexpected death of an apparently healthy infant that remains
unexpl ai ned after the performance of a conpl ete postnortem
i nvestigation, including an autopsy, an exam nation of the scene
of death and a review of the nmedical history.

"Sudden unexpected death in infants” or "SUDI." The sudden,
unexpected death of an apparently healthy infant.

Section 4. Establishnent of program

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish a Sudden
I nfant Death Syndrome Education and Prevention Programto
pronot e awar eness and education relating to SIDS and SUDI with
the focus on the risk factors of SIDS and SUDI and safe sl eeping
practices for newborns and infants.

(b) Public awareness.--The departnment shall design and
i npl enent strategies for raising public awareness concerni ng
SIDS and SUDI, including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Risk factors for sudden infant death, including

i nfant sl eep position, exposure to snoke, overheating,

i nappropriate infant bedding and bed shari ng.

(2) Suggestions for reducing the risk of SIDS and SUDI .
Section 5. Materials.

(a) Educational and instructional nmaterials.--The program
shall include the distribution of readily understandabl e
informati on and educational and instructional materials
regarding SIDS and SUDI. The materials shall explain the risk
factors associated with SIDS and SUDI and enphasi ze safe
sl eeping practices. The materials shall be provided to parents
prior to discharge froma hospital or birth center or by a

mdwi fe for births that take place in settings other than a
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hospital or birth center

(b) Conmitnent statenent.--The comm tnent statenment nmay be

signed by a parent prior to discharge froma hospital or birth

center or after births performed by a mdwife in settings other

than a hospital or birth center. One copy of the comm tnent

statenment shall be given to a parent, and one copy shall remain

on file in the hospital or birth center. Copies of comm tnent

statenments signed by parents in settings other than a hospital

or

birth center shall be kept on file by the departnment. The

comm tnment statenent shall be set forth in a formto be

prescri bed by the departnent.

(c) Distribution of materials.--The information and

educational and instructional materials described in subsection

(a) shall be provided w thout cost by each hospital, birth

center or mdwife to a parent of each newborn upon di scharge

froma hospital or birth center

Section 6. Scope of act.

The departnent shall do the follow ng:

(1) Wrk to inprove the capacity of comunity-based
services available to parents regarding the risk factors
involved with SIDS and SUDI and safe sl eeping practices for
newborns and i nfants.

(2) Wrk with other State and | ocal governnent al
agenci es, conmmunity and busi ness | eaders, comunity
organi zati ons, health care and human service providers and
nati onal organi zations to coordinate efforts and maxi m ze
State and private resources in the areas of education about
SIDS and SUDI, including the risk factors and safe sl eeping
practices.

(3) Identify and, when appropriate, replicate or use
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successful SIDS and SUDI prograns and procure rel ated
mat eri al s and services from organi zati ons with appropriate
experience and know edge of SIDS and SUDI .
Section 7. Regul ations.
The departnent may promnul gate regul ati ons necessary to
i npl enent the provisions of this act.

Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.

o N o o A~ wWw N

This act shall take effect nA—90—days JULY 1, 2008.
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