SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2320, 2665 PRINTER S NO. 3393

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1693 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CGERGELY, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, FRANKEL, GOODNVAN,
JOSEPHS, KORTZ, KULA, LONG ETTI, MAHONEY, M CGEEHAN, READSHAW
SHI MKUS, SOLOBAY, YOUNGBLOOD, SIPTROTH AND SEI P,
JULY 13, 2007

SENATOR TOM.I NSON, CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL
LI CENSURE, | N SENATE, AS AMENDED, MARCH 11, 2008
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 9, 1987 (P.L.220, No.39), entitled "An
act licensing and regul ating the practice of social work;
provi di ng penalties; and maki ng an appropriation,” further
defining "practice of social work™; defining "social worker";

FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR LI CENSE; provi di ng <—

f or endorsenment of out-of-State |icenses; and further
proscri bing unl awful practice.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "practice of social work” in
section 3 of the act of July 9, 1987 (P.L.220, No.39), known as
t he Social Wrkers, Marriage and Fam |y Therapi sts and
Prof essi onal Counsel ors Act, amended Decenber 21, 1998
(P.L.1017, No.136), is anmended and the section is anended by
adding a definition to read:

Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

* %

"Practice of social work." [Holding oneself out to the
public by any title or description of services incorporating the
term"licensed social worker," or using any words or synbols
indicating or tending to indicate that he or she is a |licensed
soci al worker and, under such description, offering] Ofering to
render or rendering a service in which a special know edge of
soci al resources, human personality and capabilities and
t herapeutic techniques is directed at hel ping people to achieve
adequat e and productive personal, interpersonal and soci al

adjustnments in their individual lives, in their famlies and in

their community[.] or holding oneself out to the public by any

title or description of services incorporating the term "soci al

wor ker" or using any words or synbols indicating or tending to

i ndicate that one is a social worker, except as otherw se

provi ded by this act.

* * %

"Social worker." A person who holds a current |icense under

this act or has received a bachelors, masters or doctoral degree

froman accredited school or program of social work or soci al

welfare.

SECTION 1.1. SECTION 7(D) OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER 21,
1998 (P.L.1017, NO. 136), IS AVENDED TO READ:
SECTION 7. QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR LI CENSE.

(D) CLINICAL SOCI AL WORK LI CENSE. - - AN APPLI CANT SHALL BE
QUALI FI ED FOR A LI CENSE TO HOLD ONESELF OUT AS A LI CENSED
CLI NI CAL SOCI AL WORKER | F THE APPLI CANT SUBM TS PROCF

SATI SFACTORY TO THE BOARD THAT ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG APPLY:
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(1) THE APPLI CANT IS OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER

(2) THE APPLI CANT HAS SUCCESSFULLY MET BOTH OF THE
FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS:

(1) HOLDS A MASTER S DECREE I N SOCI AL WORK OR SOCI AL

WELFARE OR A DOCTORAL DEGREE | N SOCI AL WORK FROM AN

ACCREDI TED SCHOOL OF SOCI AL WORK AS RECOGNI ZED BY THE

BOARD.

(1) I'S LICENSED UNDER THI S ACT AS A SOCI AL WORKER.

(3) THE APPLI CANT HAS COVPLETED AT LEAST THREE YEARS OR
[3,600] 3,000 HOURS OF SUPERVI SED CLI NI CAL EXPERI ENCE
ACCEPTABLE TO THE BOARD AS DETERM NED BY REGULATI ON AFTER
COWPLETI ON OF THE MASTER S DEGREE | N SOCI AL WWORK.

(4) THE APPLI CANT HAS PASSED A CLI NI CAL SOCI AL WWORK
EXAM NATI ON ADOPTED BY THE BOARD.

(5) THE APPLI CANT HAS SUBM TTED AN APPLI CATI ON
ACCOVPANI ED BY THE APPLI CATI ON FEE.

(6) THE APPLI CANT HAS NOT BEEN CONVI CTED OF A FELONY
UNDER THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG DEVI CE AND COSMETI C ACT
OR OF AN OFFENSE UNDER THE LAWS OF ANOTHER JURI SDI CTI ON WHI CH
IF COW TTED IN TH S COMWONVWEALTH WOULD BE A FELONY UNDER THE
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVI CE AND COSMETI C ACT UNLESS:

(1) AT LEAST TEN YEARS HAVE ELAPSED FROM THE DATE OF

CONVI CTI ON;

(1) THE APPLI CANT SATI SFACTORI LY DEMONSTRATED TO

THE BOARD THAT THE APPLI CANT HAS MADE SI GNI FI CANT

PROGRESS | N PERSONAL REHABI LI TATI ON SI NCE THE CONVI CTI ON

SUCH THAT LI CENSURE OF THE APPLI CANT SHOULD NOT BE

EXPECTED TO CREATE A SUBSTANTI AL Rl SK OF HARM TO THE

HEALTH AND SAFETY OF CLI ENTS OR THE PUBLIC OR A

SUBSTANTI AL RI SK OF FURTHER CRI M NAL VI OLATI ONS; AND

20070H1693B3393 - 3 -
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(1'11) THE APPLI CANT OTHERW SE SATI SFI ES THE
QUALI FI CATI ONS CONTAI NED I N OR AUTHORI ZED BY THI S ACT.
AS USED IN THI S PARAGRAPH, THE TERM " CONVI CTED" | NCLUDES A
JUDGMENT, AN ADM SSI ON OF GUI LT OR A PLEA OF NOLO CONTENDERE
* x *
Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 10. 1. Endor senent of out-of-State |icenses.

(a) Cdinical social work |license.--The board may i ssue a

clinical social work |license without exam nation to an appli cant

holding a clinical social work |license in another state who

subm ts proof satisfactory to the board of all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The applicant is of good noral character.

(2) The applicant holds a naster's degree in social work

or social welfare or a doctoral deqgree in social work from an

accredi ted school of social work as recogni zed by the board

and has passed a clinical social work exani nati on acceptabl e

to the board.

(3) The applicant holds a clinical social work |license

that is in good standi ng from another state.
4 I L has. .. I el
L I ) f elinical ol ks T :
he ) i I i I T Y

L ) : L I | it h the | 1
{5 (4) The applicant has conpleted a m ni nrum of 3, 000

hours of supervised clinical experience acceptable to the

{(6) (5) The applicant has subm tted an application

acconpani ed by the application fee.

A (6) The applicant has not been convicted of a fel ony

under the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as

20070H1693B3393 - 4 -



1 The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act, or
2 an offense under the Iaws of another jurisdiction, which, if
3 conmitted in this Conmmonwealth, would be a felony under The
4 Control |l ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act, unless:
5 (i) at least ten years have el apsed fromthe date of
6 convi cti on;

7 (ii) the applicant satisfactorily denonstrates to

8 t he board that the applicant has made significant

9 progress in personal rehabilitation since the conviction
10 such that licensure of the applicant should not be

11 expected to create a substantial risk of harmto the

12 health and safety of the applicant's clients or the

13 public or a substantial risk of further crimnal

14 viol ation; and

15 (iii) the applicant otherw se satisfies the

16 qualifications contained in or authorized by this act.

17 As used in this paragraph, the term"convicted" includes a
18 judgnent, an admi ssion of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
19 (b) Marriage and famly therapist Iicense.--The board may
20 issue a nmarriage and famly therapist Iicense wthout
21 exanm nation to an applicant holding a narriage and famly
22 therapist license in another state who subnits proof
23 satisfactory to the board of all of the follow ng:
24 (1) The applicant is of good noral character.
25 (2) The applicant neets the educational requirenents as
26 specified in section 7(e)(2).
27 (3) The applicant has conpleted a nmininmumof 3,000 hours
28 of supervised clinical experience acceptable to the board.
29 (4) The applicant holds a nmarriage and fam |y therapy
30 license that is in good standing from another state.

20070H1693B3393 - 5 -
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(5) The applicant has, at a mni num been actively

engaged in the practice of marri age and fanmly therapy for

five of the | ast seven years i nmmedi ately preceding the filing

of the application for |licensure by endorsenent with the

(6) The applicant has subm tted an application

acconpani ed by the application fee.

(7) The applicant has not been convicted of a fel ony

under The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic

Act, or of an offense under the | aws of another jurisdiction,

which, if conmmitted in this Commonweal th, would be a fel ony

under The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic

Act, unl ess:

(i) at least ten years have el apsed fromthe date of

convi cti on;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily denponstrates to

the board that the applicant has nade significant

progress in personal rehabilitation since the conviction,

such that |licensure of the applicant shoul d not be

expected to create a substantial risk of harmto the

health and safety of the applicant's clients or the

public or a substantial risk of further crim nal

viol ati on; and

(iii) the applicant otherw se satisfies the

qual i fications contained in or authorized by this act.

As used in this paragraph, the term "convicted" shall include

a judgnent, adm ssion of quilt or a plea of nolo contendere.

(c) Professional counselor |license.--The board may i ssue a

29 professional counselor |icense wi thout exam nati on to an

30 applicant holding a professional counselor |license in another

20070H1693B3393 - 6 -
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state who subnmits proof satisfactory to the board of all of the

(1) The applicant is of good noral character.

(2) The applicant nmeets the educati onal requirenents as

specified in section 7(f)(2).

(3) The applicant has conpleted a m ni num of 3,000 hours

of supervised clinical experience acceptable to the board.

(4) The applicant holds a professional counselor |icense

that is in good standi ng from another state.

(5) The applicant has, at a mni num been actively

engaged in the practice of professional counsel or work for

five of the | ast seven years i nmmedi ately preceding the filing

of the application for |licensure by endorsenent with the

(6) The applicant has submtted an application

acconpani ed by the application fee.

(7) The applicant has not been convicted of a fel ony

under The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic

Act, or of an offense under the | aws of another jurisdiction,

which, if conmmitted in this Commonweal th, would be a fel ony

under The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic

Act, unl ess:

(i) at least ten years have el apsed fromthe date of

convi cti on;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily denpbnstrates to

the board that the applicant has nade significant

progress in personal rehabilitation since the conviction,

such that |licensure of the applicant shoul d not be

expected to create a substantial risk of harmto the

health and safety of the applicant's clients or the

20070H1693B3393 - 7 -
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public or a substantial risk of further crim nal

vi ol ati ons; and

(iii) the applicant otherw se satisfies the

qual ifications contained in or authorized by this act.

As used in this paragraph, the term "convicted" shall include

a judgnent, adm ssion of quilt or a plea of nolo contendere.

Section 3. Section 20 of the act is anended by adding a
subsection to read:
Section 20. Unlawful practice.

* * %

(a.1) Title.--1t shall be unlawful for an individual to hold

oneself out as a social worker, use the title of "social worker"

or use the abbreviation of "S.W" without neeting the definition

of "social worker." This subsection includes advertising as a

soci al worker and adopting or using any title or descripti on—er <—

a—derivativethereef OF SERVI CES | NCORPORATI NG THE TERM " SOCI AL <—

WORKER' and their rel ated abbrevi ations, which inplies directly

or indirectly that the individual is a social worker. TH' S <—

SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT_APPLY TO THE FOLLOW NG | NDI VI DUALS:

(1) AN IND VIDUAL EMPLOYED BY THE COMVONWEALTH IN A

SOCI AL WORK PCSI TI ON ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI' S

SUBSECTI ON, DURI NG THE TI ME OF EMPLOYMENT BY THE

COMVONVEEAL TH.

(2) AN I ND VIDUAL EMPLOYED AS A SCHOOL SOCI AL WORKER | N

A PUBLI C OR PRI VATE SCHOOL IN TH S COVMONVEALTH ON OR BEFORE

THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SUBSECTI ON, DURI NG THE Tl ME OF

EMPLOYMENT AS A SCHOOL SOCI AL WORKER.

* * %

Section 4. The State Board of Social Wrkers, Marriage and

Fam |y Therapi sts and Professional Counsel ors and the Depart nment

20070H1693B3393 - 8 -



1 of Health shall pronulgate regulations to inplenent the

2 anmendnent or addition of sections 3, 10.1 and 20(a.l1) of the act
3 wthin three years of the effective date of this act.
4

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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