PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1866, 2559 PRINTER S NO. 2656

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 15171 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SHI MKUS, DERMODY, BELFANTI, Bl SHOP, BRENNAN
CURRY, CUTLER, HI CKERNELL, JAMES, LENTZ, MAHONEY, MJNDY
SI PTROTH, MOUL, FABRI ZI O AND CALTAG RONE, JUNE 7, 2007

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 16, 2007
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
notice and hearing in juvenile matters.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 6336.1 and 6351(e) (1) of Title 42 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:

§ 6336.1. Notice and heari ng.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The court shall direct the county agency

or juvenile probation departnment to provide the child s foster
parent, preadoptive parent or relative providing care for the
child with tinmely notice of the hearing. The court shall provide
the child s foster parent, preadoptive parent or relative
providing care for the child the [opportunity] right to be heard
at any hearing under this chapter. Unless a foster parent,
preadoptive parent or relative providing care for a child has

been awarded | egal custody pursuant to section 6357 (relating to



1 rights and duties of |egal custodian), nothing in this section
2 shall give the foster parent, preadoptive parent or relative

3 providing care for the child legal standing in the matter being
4 heard by the court.

5 (b) Permanency hearings.--

6 (1) Prior to a pernmanency hearing under section 6351(e)
7 (relating to disposition of dependent child), a child's

8 foster parent or parents, preadoptive parent or relative

9 providing care for the child may subnmit to the court a report
10 in regard to the child s adjustnent, progress and condition.
11 (2) The county agency shall notify the foster parent or
12 parents, preadoptive parent or relative providing care for
13 the child of the right to submt a report under this

14 subsection to the court on a formunder paragraph (3). The
15 county agency shall provide the foster parent or parents,

16 preadoptive parent or relative providing care for the child
17 with information identifying the nane of the judge or officer
18 of the court, along with mailing address, to whomthe report
19 is to be subnmtted.
20 (3) The Departnent of Public Welfare shall develop a
21 formfor use by a foster parent or parents, preadoptive
22 parent or relative providing care for the child, including
23 the follow ng information
24 (i) Date of conpletion.
25 (ii) Nane and address of child.
26 (iii) Nane and address of foster parent or parents,
27 preadoptive parent or relative providing care for the
28 child
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Nane of prinary casewor ker and agency.

30 (v) Description of child's adjustnment in the hone.
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(vi) Description of child's interaction with foster

parent or parents, preadoptive parent or relative

providing care and with fam |y nenbers of individuals

referred to in this subparagraph.

(vii) Description of child's interaction with

(viii) Evaluation of child's respect for property.

(i x) Description of physical and enoti onal condition
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Description of child's interaction with the

11 primary caseworker

12 (xi) Description of caseworker's interaction with
13 the child and foster parent or parents, preadoptive

14 parent or relative providing care for the child and with
15 fam |y nmenbers of individuals referred to in this

16 par agr aph.

17 (xii) Description of educational status, grades,

18 att endance and behavior of child in school or child's

19 experience in a child day-care setting or early chil dhood
20 devel opnent program

21 (xiii) Description of child' s experience involving
22 visitation with birth parents, specifying if visitation
23 i s supervised or unsupervised and any significant events
24 whi ch _occurr ed.

25 (xiv) Opinion on overall adjustnent, progress and
26 condition of the child.

27 (xv) O her concerns or_conmnents.

28 (4) The report shall be reviewed by the court, the

29 county agency, the child' s guardian ad |litem and court-

30 appoi nted speci al advocate, if appointed pursuant to section
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1 6342 (relating to court-appointed special advocates). The

2 court may release the report to the Departnent of Public

3 Wl fare or another individual or agency if the court

4 determines it is in the child's best interests to do so.

5 (5) A county agency OR A PRI VATE AGENCY AS DEFI NED UNDER <—
6 23 PA.C.S. 8 6303 (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS) shall not take

7 any retaliatory action against a foster parent, preadoptive

8 parent or relative for _any information, conments or_concerns
9 provided in good faith in a report under this subsection.

10 Thi s paragraph shall not be construed to prevent any agency
11 fromtaking any action if the report contains information

12 that the foster parent, preadoptive parent or relative has

13 engaged in any conduct that is contrary to any reqgulation or
14 law or is not in the child s best interest.

15 § 6351. Disposition of dependent child.

16 * x *

17 (e) Permanency hearings. - -

18 (1) The court shall conduct a permanency hearing for the
19 pur pose of determ ning or review ng the permanency plan of
20 the child, the date by which the goal of permanency for the
21 child m ght be achieved and whet her placenent continues to be
22 best suited to the safety, protection and physical, nental
23 and noral welfare of the child. I n_any pernanency hearing
24 <
25
26
27
28
29
30
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heartng— HELD WTH RESPECT TO THE CHI LD, THE COURT SHALL DO

ONE_COF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) CONSULT WTH THE CHI LD REGARDING THE CHI LD S

PERVANENCY PLAN I N A MANNER APPRCPRI ATE TO THE CH LD S

AGE _AND NMATURI TY.

(1) ENSURE THAT THE VIEWS OF THE CHI LD REGARDI NG

THE PERVANENCY PLAN ARE ASCERTAI NED AND COVMUNI CATED TO
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THE COURT BY:
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(A)  THE GUARDI AN AD LI TEM CF THE CHI LD,

=
=

(B) THE CH LD S COUNSEL, AS APPROPRI ATE TO THE

=
N

Cl RCUMSTANCES OF THE CASE;
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(©) THE COURT- APPO NTED SPECI AL_ADVOCATE FOR THE
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15 (D) ANOTHER | NDI VI DUAL DESI GNATED BY THE COURT.
16 * * %
17 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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