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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1474z

| NTRODUCED BY EACHUS, G NCGRI CH, BELFANTI, JAMES, GOODVAN, MYERS
RAVALEY, SURRA, FABRI ZI O, CALTAG RONE, DePASQUALE, GEORGE,
GERGELY, G BBONS, MUNDY, WANSACZ, REED, SANTON, VEREB
PETRARCA, MJSTI O KORTZ, DALEY, EVERETT, COX, CAPPELLI
HORNAVAN, McGEEHAN, BOYD, MAHONEY, BUXTON AND KI LLI ON,
JUNE 5, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, JUNE 5, 2007
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AN ACT
Providing for the location and operation of registered famly
child day care and certified group child day care in private
residential honmes and for the issuance of certificates of
occupancy for certification and registrati on purposes.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Famly Child
Day Care Siting Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) It is the public policy of this Commobnweal th that
young children shoul d not be excluded by munici pal zoning
ordi nances fromthe benefits of child care provided in private
residential hones. Registered famly child day-care honmes and

certified group child day-care homes nust be located in a norma

residence to give young children and their parents the
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opportunity to have a honme environnent for child care.

(2) This policy is of Statew de concern and thus this
act preenpts local zoning regulations to the extent | ocal
zoning regul ations restrict the location of registered famly
child day-care or certified group child day-care hones
operated in the residence of the owner-operator.

(3) In order to pronote the availability of regul ated
child care through uniformfees and processes Statew de, the
Department of Labor and Industry is the entity charged with
the responsibility of issuing certificates of occupancy for
famly child day-care hones.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Labor and Industry of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Fam |y child day-care hone.” A honme in which child day care
is provided at any one tine to no less than four and no nore
than six children who are not relatives of the caregiver.

"Group child day-care honme.” A dwelling unit where child
day-care services are provided for |ess than 24 hours for no
| ess than seven and no nore than 12 children, where the dwelling
unit is used primarily as a private residence and where the
provi sion of day-care services is accessory to the principal use
of the dwelling unit as a residence.

“"Municipality.” Includes any city, borough, town, township
or hone rule municipality of this Conmmonweal t h
Section 4. Construction of act.

This act shall not be construed to limt or restrict the
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authority of appropriate State agencies to approve or license
famly child day-care honmes or group child day-care hones.
Section 5. Pennsylvania Construction Code.

Any and all famly child day-care and group child day-care
homes operated in this Comonweal th shall conply with the
applicabl e requirenments of the act of Novenmber 10, 1999
(P.L.491, No.45), known as the Pennsylvania Construction Code
Act, which relate to such facilities.

Section 6. Status for zoning purposes.

(a) Famly child day-care hone.--A famly child day-care
home operated in the owner-operator's residence shall be
considered a residential or other perm ssible use of property
permtted in all residential zones. The provider shall be
responsi ble for maintaining the facility to ensure that it is
simlar in appearance and condition to other private residences
in the conmunity.

(b) G oup child day-care hone.--A group child day-care hone
operated in the owner-operator's residence shall be considered a
residential or other perm ssible use of property permtted by
right or by special exception in all residential zones. The
owner - operator shall be responsible for naintaining the facility
to ensure that it is simlar in appearance and condition to
other private residences in the conmunity.

Section 7. Duties of departnent.

(a) Certification.--The departnent shall issue a certificate
of occupancy to any famly child day-care home which neets the
requirenents of this act.

(b) Fees.--The departnent may establish a fee, not to exceed
$100, for the application, processing and i ssuance of

certificates. This fee may be changed by the departnent through
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regul ati ons.
Section 8. Minicipal records.

A nmunicipality may maintain appropriate records indicating
the | ocation, capacity and owner-operators of famly chil d-day
care and group child day-care honmes within its jurisdiction.
Section 9. Fees.

A municipality may not charge fees for permts or inspections
or other fees for famly child day-care and group child-day care
homes in excess of the anmbunts charged for simlarly classified
uses in the nmunicipality.

Section 10. Supersedure of nmunicipal ordinances.

This act shall supersede any | ocal ordi nances or regul ations
that conflict with the provisions of this act.
Section 11. Applicability.

(a) Minicipalities.--This act shall be applicable in any
muni ci pality of this Commonweal t h.

(b) Famly child day-care hones and group child day-care
homes. --This act shall be applicable to any and all famly child
day-care homes and group child day-care hones operated in the
per sonal residence of the owner-operator.

Section 12. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 13. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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