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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1454 =35

| NTRODUCED BY BOBACK, BASTI AN, CLYMER, DENLI NCER, EVERETT,

FABRI ZI O, FLECK, GEI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE, G N&RI CH HELM
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, HORNAMAN, M KELLER, KORTZ, KOTIK
MAHONEY, MAJOR, R M LLER MOUL, MOYER, MJURT, NAILOR,

O NEI LL, PEIFER, PH LLIPS, PICKETT, REICHLEY, RUBLEY,

SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, STERN, SURRA, SWANCGER, WATSON AND
YOUNGBLOOD, SEPTEMBER 26, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,

SEPTEMBER 26, 2007

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225),

entitled, as anended, "An act relating to dogs, regulating

t he keepi ng of dogs; providing for the |licensing of dogs and
kennel s; providing for the protection of dogs and the
detention and destruction of dogs in certain cases;

regul ating the sale and transportation of dogs; declaring
dogs to be personal property and the subject of theft;
provi di ng for the abandonnent of animals; providing for the
assessnment of danmages done to animals; providing for paynent
of danmages by the Commonwealth in certain cases and the
l[iability of the owner or keeper of dogs for such damages;

i nposi ng powers and duties on certain State and | ocal

of ficers and enpl oyees; providing penalties; and creating a
Dog Law Restricted Account,"” further providing for
definitions, for harboring unlicensed dogs and for danages by
coyot es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of the act of Decenber 7, 1982

(P.L.784, No.225), known as the Dog Law, is anmended by adding a
definition to read:

Secti on 102. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %

"Commi ssion." The Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmi SSi on.

* * %

Section 2. Sections 705 and 706 of the act, anended Decenber
11, 1996 (P.L.943, No.151), are anended to read:
Section 705. Harboring unlicensed dogs; forfeiture of rights of
rei mbur senent .
Any person who owns or harbors an unlicensed dog required to
be licensed under this act shall forfeit any right to be

rei nbursed by the departnment or the conm ssion for any danmages

to his donmestic animal by dogs or coyotes.

Section 706. Danages caused by coyotes; conplaints; liability.
(a) Reinbursenent.--A person may nmake application to the
departnment for reinbursenent for damage to a donestic ani mal by
a coyote, whether or not the domestic animal is directly damaged
by the coyote or is necessarily destroyed due to danage caused
by the coyote, if the damage occurs when the donestic animal is
confined in a field or other enclosure adequate for confinenent

of such ani mal .

(b) Conplaint.--To receive reinbursenment under subsection
(a), a person nust file a witten, signed conplaint with the
departnment. The conplaint nust state all of the follow ng:

(1) The tinme, place and manner of the damage.

(2) The nunber and type of donestic ani mal damaged.

(3) The amount of the damage. The anount under this
paragraph is limted to $10,000 for each donestic ani nal.

(c) Limtation.--A witten conplaint under subsection (b)
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1 nust be filed within five busi ness days of discovery of the

2 dammage.

3 (d) Investigation.--Wthin 48 hours of receipt of a

4 conpl aint under subsection (b), a State dog warden shal

5 investigate the conplaint by exam ning the site of the

6 occurrence. The State dog warden nay exam ne w tnesses under

7 oath or affirmation.

8 (e) Determnation.--

9 (1) Wthin ten business days after the initiation of the
10 i nvestigation under subsection (d), the State dog warden
11 shall issue one of the follow ng determ nations:

12 (1) A dismissal of the conplaint.

13 (i1i) A damage award. The anount under this

14 subparagraph is limted to $10,000 for each donestic
15 animal, and the award shall not exceed 90% of the

16 appr ai sed val ue of the donestic ani mal.

17 (2) Failure to act within the time period under

18 par agraph (1) shall be deenmed a damage award in the anount
19 clainmed in the conplaint under subsection (b)(3).

20 (f) Arbitration.--

21 (1) |If the conplainant does not agree to the damage
22 award under subsection (e)(1)(ii), the conplainant and the
23 St at e dog warden shall appoint a disinterested, qualified
24 citizen to act as arbitrator.

25 (2) The arbitrator shall determ ne the danage award. The
26 amount under this paragraph is limted to $10,000 for each
27 donestic ani mal .

28 (3) The arbitrator shall receive appropriate

29 conpensation paid by the conpl ai nant.

30 (g) Admnistrative appeal. --

20070H1454B2507 - 3 -



1 (1) A conplainant may appeal to the departnent a

2 determ nati on under subsection (e)(1)(i) or (f)(2).

3 (2) The appeal nust be filed within 30 days of issuance
4 of the determ nation.

5 (3) Wthin 30 days of filing under paragraph (2), the

6 departnment must issue one of the follow ng adjudications:

7 (1) Affirmng the original determ nation

8 (1i) Modifying the original determ nation

9 (4) Failure to act within the tinme period under

10 par agraph (3) shall be deemed a nodification of the original
11 determ nation to grant an award in the anmount clainmed in the
12 conpl ai nt under subsection (b)(3).

13 (5) This subsection is subject to 2 Pa.C.S Ch. 5 Subch.
14 A (relating to practice and procedure of Commonweal th

15 agenci es) .

16 (h) Judicial review--A conpl ai nant nmay appeal to

17 Commonweal th Court an adjudi cati on under subsection (g)(3). This
18 subsection is subject to 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 Subch. A (relating to
19 judicial review of Cormonweal th agency action).
20 (1) Paynment of clains.--Al danage clains shall be paid from
21 the [Dog Law Restricted Account] Gane Fund. No paynent shall be
22 made for any clai mwhich has al ready been paid by the claimant's
23 insurance carrier. The claimant shall certify to the departnent
24 that he has not received paynent for any danmages under this
25 section by any person. Clains paid under this section shall not
26 exceed [$20,000] $30,000 annually.
27 (j) Rules and regulations.--The secretary shall promul gate
28 rules and regulations to enforce the provisions of this section.
29 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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