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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1045 %5
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” providing for paynent for fees
associated with certification by the National Board for
Pr of essi onal Teachi ng St andar ds.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI-B

CERTI FI CATI ON OF_ TEACHERS BY THE NATI ONAL BOARD FOR

PROFESSI ONAL _ TEACHI NG STANDARDS

Section 1101-B. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Eliqgible teacher." A teacher who has:

(1) Conpleted three full years of teaching in a

Pennsyl vani a public school or area vocati onal -t echni cal

school

(2) Not previously recei ved Commonweal th funds for

participating in any certification area of the NBPTS program

(3) Not repaid any Commpnweal th funds previously

recei ved for the NBPTS certificati on process.

(4) Not received a wai ver of repaynent fromthe

Depart ment of Educati on.

"Nati onal Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards" or

"NBPTS." The independent, nonprofit organi zati on established in

1987 to establish high standards for teachers' know edge and

perfornmance and for devel opnent and operati on of a nati onal

voluntary systemto assess and certify teachers who neet those

st andar ds.

"Public school." A school operated by a school district or

an area vocati onal -techni cal school

Section 1102- B. Pr ogr am

(a) Establishnent.--A programto help defray the cost to

t eachers of beconing certified by the Nati onal Board for

Pr of essi onal Teachi ng Standards i s establi shed.

(b) GCoal.--It is the goal of the Commonweal th to provide

opportunities and i ncentives for excell ent teachers and to

retain themin the teaching profession. To attain this goal, the

Commpnweal th shall support the efforts of teachers to achi eve

nati onal certification by providing rei nbursenent for approved
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paid |l eave tine for teachers participating in the certification

process and payi ng the assessnent fee for teachers who seek to

attain national certification fromthe Nati onal Board for

Pr of essi onal Teachi ng St andards.

Secti on 1103-B. Paynent of fees and paid | eave.

Eligi ble teachers who participate i n NBPTS certification

shall be entitled to do so without | oss of pay or tine. To the

extent funds are avail able, the Commonweal th shall do all of the

(1) Pay the cost of NBPTS assessnent fees on behal f of

an eligible teacher to becone NBPTS certified.

(2) Reinburse school districts for the eliqgible

teacher's paid | eave for each day the eligible teacher

partici pates in preparation for NBPTS certification, up to

t hr ee days.

Secti on 1104- B. Priority.

(a) Schools in school inprovenent or corrective action.--

Eligi ble teachers who teach in schools identified as in school

i mprovenent or corrective action shall receive first priority

for paynent of assessnent fees under this article. The eligible

teachers' districts shall also receive first priority for | eave

rei nbur senent.

(b)Y Oher priority.--Eliqgible teachers who teach nmat hemati cs

or science at the secondary | evel or who teach special education

or foreign | anguages shall receive second priority for paynent

of assessnent fees under this article. The eligi ble teachers'

districts shall also receive second priority for | eave

rei nbur senent.

Secti on 1105-B. Duties of eligible teachers.

(a) Conpletion of process.--An eligible teacher on whose
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behal f the assessnment fee is paid shall agree to conplete the

certification process or be subject to repaynent as set forth in

section 1106-B(a).

(b)Y Three-year commitnent.--An eligi ble teacher on whose

behal f the assessnment fee is paid and who recei ves NBPTS

certification shall, in addition to the requirenent under

subsection (a), agree to teach in a Pennsyl vani a school for a

period of at | east three years or be subject to repaynent as set

forth in section 1106-B(b). Eliqgi ble teachers who receive

priority under section 1104-B and who recei ve NBPTS

certification shall teach in that priority class for the three-

vear commitnent period. |If an eligible teacher receives priority

under section 1104-B(a) and the school is renpoved from

i nprovenent or corrective action during the three-year

comm tnent period, service in the sane school or in another

school identified as in school inprovenent or corrective action

shall continue to fulfill the requirenents of this subsection

Secti on 1106- B. Repaynment .

(a) Failure to conplete the certificati on process.--Wen an

eliqgible teacher for whom the Commonweal th has paid the

assessnent fee fails to conplete the certificati on process, the

t eacher shall reinburse the Commonweal th for the anobunt of the

assessnent fee. A candi date who conpletes the certification

process but is deni ed NBPTS certification shall not be subject

to repaynent pursuant to this subsection

(b)Y Failure to continue teaching.--Wen an eligible teacher

for whom the Commpnweal th has paid the assessnent fee fails to

teach in a Pennsyl vani a school for three consecutive years after

conpleting the certification process, the teacher shal

rei nburse the Commonweal th for the anmbunt of the assessnent fee.
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The teacher shall certify to the departnent each year that the

teacher is in conpliance with section 1105-B(b).

(c) VWiver of repaynent.--Upon the application of the

eliqgible teacher, the departnent shall waive the repaynent

requi renent if the departnent finds that the teacher was unabl e

to conplete the process or continue teaching in a priority cl ass

or school identified as in school inprovenent or corrective

action due to adm nistrative action on the part of the school

district or area vocati onal -techni cal school for other than

causes enunerated in section 1122, or conti nue teachi ng due to

illness of the teacher, the death or catastrophic illness of a

menber of the teacher's inmmediate fanmily, or parental |eave to

care for a newborn or newly adopted child and may wai ve the

repaynent requirenment due to other extraordi nary circunstances.

Section 1107-B. Applicability.

Eligi ble teachers who have pai d NBPTS assessnent fees any

tinme on or after January 1, 2006, but before the effective date

of this section shall be entitled to seek rei nbursenent fromthe

Commpnweal th for the fees. Such teachers shall be subject to the

provi sions of sections 1103-B, 1105-B and 1106-B.

Secti on 1108- B. Duti es of departnent.

(a) CQuidelines.--The departnent shall devel op gui deli nes

necessary for the inplenentation of this article.

(b)Y Technical assistance.--To the extent funds are

avai |l abl e, the departnent shall provide technical assi stance to

NBPTS applicants. The departnent may contract with one or nore

instituti ons of hi gher education in order to provide technical

assi st ance.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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