PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1088 PRINTER S NO. 2128

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 922 %5

| NTRODUCED BY D. EVANS, RCEBUCK, DePASQUALE, FREENMAN, GALLOMY
GRUCELA, JOSEPHS, W KELLER, KORTZ, LEACH, Ml LHATTAN, MELI G
MURT, MYERS, M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PARKER, PAYTON, PRESTON
SOLOBAY, STURLA, TANGRETTI, THOVAS, WALKO, YOUNGBLOGOD AND
LONG ETTI, MARCH 29, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 27, 2007
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing an Urban Educators Recruitnment Programin the
Depart ment of Education; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Urban
Educat ors Recruitnment Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Program ™ The Urban Educators Recruitnment Program
established by this act.

Section 3. Urban Educators Recruitnment Program
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(a) Program established.--There is hereby established in the
Depart ment of Education an Urban Educators Recruitnment Program
(b) Program description.--At a mnimmthe program shall:

(1) Provide schol arships to postsecondary students
commtted to teach in an urban public school D STRICT for at <—
| east five years.

(2) Provide resources to nmenber institutions of the
State System of Hi gher Education for the purpose of
comuni cating to their students information related to
t eachi ng opportunities available in urban public schools.

(3) Identify urban areas SCHOCL DI STRI CTS whi ch have <—
critical shortages of certified teachers AND POST A LI ST OF <—
THE URBAN SCHOOL DI STRI CTS | DENTI FI ED AS HAVI NG A CRI Tl CAL
SHORTACGE OF CERTI FI ED TEACHERS ON THE DEPARTMENT' S PUBLI CLY
ACCESSI BLE | NTERNET WEBSI TE, UPDATED SEM ANNUALLY.

(4) Provide informational sessions and experienti al
progranms relating to urban education to m ddle school and
hi gh school students enrolled in urban public schools.

(C REFUND. --A SCHOLARSHI P RECI PI ENT WHO DCES NOT COVPLETE <—
FI VE YEARS OF TEACH NG I N AN URBAN PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL
BE REQUI RED TO REFUND THE MONEY TO THE PENNSYLVANI A DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATI ON W THI N ONE YEAR OF LEAVI NG THE URBAN PUBLI C SCHOOL
DI STRI CT.

(D) WAl VER OF REPAYMENT. - - UPON THE APPLI CATI ON COF THE
RECI PI ENT OF THE SCHOLARSH P AWARD, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL WAI VE
THE REPAYMENT REQUI REMENT | F THE DEPARTMENT FI NDS THAT THE
RECI PI ENT WAS UNABLE TO COMPLETE FI VE YEARS OF TEACHI NG I N AN
URBAN PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRICT DUE TO ADM NI STRATI VE ACTI ON ON THE
PART OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT FOR OTHER THAN CAUSES ENUMERATED
UNDER SECTI ON 1122 OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14),
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KNOM AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, OR CONTI NUE TEACHI NG
DUE TO | LLNESS OR CATASTROPHI C | LLNESS OF A MEMBER OF THE
TEACHER S | MVEDI ATE FAM LY, OR PARENTAL LEAVE TO CARE FOR A
NEVBORN OR NEWY ADOPTED CH LD AND MAY WAI VE THE REPAYMENT
REQUI REMENT DUE TO OTHER EXTRAORDI NARY Cl RCUMSTANCES.

(E) ANNUAL REPCRT. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE AN ANNUAL
REPORT ON THE URBAN EDUCATOR RECRU TMENT PROGRAM TO THE
EDUCATI ON COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE EDUCATI ON COW TTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES AND SHALL POST THE REPORT ON I TS
PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE | NTERNET WEBSI TE BY APRIL 1 OF EACH CALENDAR
YEAR.

Section 4. Administration.

The departnent shall adm nister the program and shall adopt
such regul ations, policies, procedures and forns as are
necessary and not inconsistent with this act.

Section 5. Appropriation.

The sum of $2, 000,000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Education
for the fiscal year July 1, 2007, to June 30, 2008, to inplenent
t he Urban Educators Recruitnment Program
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or inmediately,

whi chever i s sooner.
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