PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 1048 PRINTER S NO. 2748

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 895 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LEACH, CREI GHTON, CURRY, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL
FREEMAN, GEI ST, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, HALUSKA, Kl RKLAND, KORTZ,
McGEEHAN, MUNDY, MJRT, MYERS, PALLONE, PERRY, PI CKETT,
SCHRCDER, SI PTROTH, Ml LVAINE SM TH, SOLOBAY, STURLA, VI TALI
WALKO, PAYTON, THOVAS AND JAMES, MARCH 22, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 25, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol i dat ed Statutes, FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR EXCEPTI ON FOR <—
ADOPTED CHI LDREN; providing for sibling visitation; AND <—

MAKI NG AN EDI TORI AL CHANGE
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Seeti-on—1—Seetion5301of Title 23 of the Pennsylvania <—
SECTION 1. SECTI ONS 5301 AND 5314 OF TI TLE 23 OF THE <—
PENNSYLVANI A CONSCLI DATED STATUTES ARE AMENDED TO READ:
§ 5301. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly declares that it is the public policy of
t his Cormonweal th, when in the best interest of the child, to

[assure] do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Assure a reasonable and continuing contact of the

child with both parents after a separation or dissolution of

the marriage and the sharing of the rights and
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responsibilities of child rearing by both parents and
continuing contact of the child or children with grandparents
when a parent is deceased, divorced or separated.

(2) Assure reasonable and conti nui ng contact of the

child with a sibling fromwhomthe child has been separated

as a result of divorce, separation, death or court order

§ 5314. EXCEPTI ON FOR ADOPTED CHI LDREN

SECTI ONS 5311 ( RELATI NG TO WHEN PARENT DECEASED), 5312
( RELATI NG TO WHEN PARENTS' MARRI AGE | S DI SSOLVED OR PARENTS ARE
SEPARATED) [ AND 5313 ( RELATI NG TO WHEN CHI LD HAS RESI DED W TH
GRANDPARENTS) ], 5313 (RELATING TO WHEN GRANDPARENTS MAY

PETITION) AND 5316 (RELATING TO SIBLING VI SI TATION) SHALL NOT

APPLY |F THE CH LD HAS BEEN ADOPTED BY A PERSON OTHER THAN A
STEPPARENT OR GRANDPARENT. ANY VI SI TATI ON RI GHTS GRANTED
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON PRI OR TO THE ADOPTI ON OF THE CHI LD
SHALL BE AUTOVATI CALLY TERM NATED UPON SUCH ADOPTI ON

Section 2. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 5316. Sibling visitation.

(a) Petition.--The court nay, upon petition of a sibling or

a child, grant reasonable visitation rights to the child if it

det er ni nes:

(1) That continui ng contact between the petitioner and

the child is in the best interest of the child.

(2) In the case of a petitioner who is a child, that

visitation is in the best interest of the petitioner.

(3) THAT VI SITATI ON WOULD NOT | NTERFERE W TH THE PARENT-

CH LD RELATI ONSHI P.

(b)Y Factors for consideration.--In nmaking a determ nati on of

best interests under subsection (a), the court shall include the

foll ow ng factors:
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(1) The rel ationship between the child and the

petitioner. This paragraph i ncludes the anpbunt of personal

contact prior to filing the petition.

(2) The relationship anbng the petiti oner and ot her

i ndi viduals with whomthe child resides.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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