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AN ACT

Providing limted student |oan forgiveness for education
prof essionals in science and nat hemati cs.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Science and
Mat hemat i cs Educati on Professional Loan Forgiveness Act.
Section 2. Findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) School districts throughout this Conmonweal th have
struggled with a shortage of qualified teachers certified in
mat hemat i cs and/ or sci ence.

(2) Students in Pennsylvania and throughout the nation

have a great need to becone proficient in nmathematics and
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science to attain success in the gl obal marketpl ace.

(3) Incentives offered by business and industry often
attract away fromthe teaching profession tal ented people
qualified in science and nat hemati cs.

(4) The Conmmonweal th nust have a strong pool of
qual i fied secondary teachers certified in mathenmatics and/ or
sci ence.

(5) Providing | oan forgiveness to qualified secondary
teachers certified in science and mathematics with a
commtrment to having a career in education can help resolve
the shortage of teachers in those areas of study and ensure
the quality of public schools in this Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.

"Program "™ The Science and Mat hemati cs Educati on
Pr of essi onal Loan Forgi veness Program

"Qualified applicant.” A person who neets the foll ow ng
criteria:

(1) |Is enployed as a full-tinme permanent professional
secondary educator in mathematics and/ or science.

(2) Has borrowed through the Pennsyl vani a Hi gher
Educati on Assi stance Agency-adm ni stered Guaranteed Student
Loan Prograns.

(3) Is a resident of this Conmonweal t h.

(4) Executes a sworn affidavit, under penalty of

perjury, that he or she does not have a delinquent paynent
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owi ng any Conmonweal th agency or show ng that he or she and

t he agency have established a repaynent schedul e, which he or

she has successfully followed for 12 continuous nonths.

(5) Was hired by a school district in this Commonweal th

on or after the effective date of this act.

"School district.” Any school district in this Comobnwealth.
Section 4. The Science and Mat hemati cs Educati on Prof essi onal

Loan Forgi veness Program

Qual ified applicants nust work for a school district for at
| east one year before applying. They shall be eligible for
forgi veness of the debt incurred through the agency-adm ni stered
Guar anteed Student Loan Progranms for the educati on necessary to
successfully conpl ete a bachelor's degree or master's degree or
a doctorate degree in education. For each cal endar year that the
applicant is a full-time permanent professional educator in the
school district in science or mathematics, the agency shal
forgive $2,500 of the applicant's loan up until the time the
loan is fully forgiven. Paynents shall be nade in accordance
with the procedures established by the agency. If the applicant
does not conplete five years as a professional educator with the
school district he or she nust repay the | oan forgiveness
awar ded. A | oan forgiveness award shall not be nade for a | oan
that is in default, although an applicant may qualify once he or
she and the agency reach agreenent on a fornmal repaynent
schedul e and the applicant has successfully foll owed that
schedul e for 12 conti nuous nont hs.
Section 5. Responsibility of agency.

The agency shall adm nister the program established under
this act and promul gate the necessary rules and regul ations to

carry out the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 6. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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