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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 379 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CUTLER, STERN, BAKER, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE
CAPPELLI, CLYMER, DENLINGER, FAI RCHI LD, GEI ST, G NCGRI CH
GODSHALL, GRUCELA, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS, M KELLER
KOTI K, SAYLOR AND TANGRETTI, FEBRUARY 13, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
FEBRUARY 13, 2007
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AN ACT

Amending Titles 3 (Agriculture) and 18 (Crinmes and O f enses) of

t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for the
definitions of "agricultural biosecurity areas"” and for
"posted notice"; and further providing for keeping and

handl i ng of donestic animals, for crimnal trespass and for

ecoterrorism
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2303 of Title 3 of the Pennsylvani a

Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a definition to read:

§ 2303. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Agricultural biosecurity area.”" Any of the foll owi ng areas

whi ch has been identified by posted notice as a bi osecurity
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(1) Agricultural or other open | ands as defi ned under 18

Pa.C.S. § 3503(b.2)(3)(relating to crimnal trespass).

(2) A building or aninal contai nment area fenced or

encl osed in a manner nanifestly desi gned to excl ude

trespassers or to confine donestic aninmals used in

agricultural activity or farmng as defined in 18 Pa.C. S. §

3309 (relating to agricultural vandalism for which the owner

or other authorized person has establi shed procedures to

inhibit the transference of transm ssi bl e di sease.

* * %

"Posted notice." Notice posted in a nmanner prescri bed by the

departnent or which is reasonably likely to cone to the

attenti on of a person.

* * %

Section 2. Section 2305 of Title 3 is anended to read:
§ 2305. Keeping and handling of donestic animals.

The departnent shall have authority to regul ate the keeping
and handling of donmestic animals to exclude or contain dangerous
transm ssi bl e di seases and hazardous substances and to protect

the environment, including the authority to require the

establishnment of an agricultural biosecurity area. Nothing in

this section shall be construed to authorize the departnent to
require vaccination of any animal to prevent or control rabies
whenever that aninmal is exenpt from vaccination under the act of
Decenber 15, 1986 (P.L.1610, No.181), known as the Rabies
Prevention and Control in Donmestic Animals and Wldlife Act.
Section 3. The definition of "specified offense agai nst
property” in section 3311(d) of Title 18 is anended to read:

§ 3311. Ecoterrorism

* * %
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1 (d) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng

2 words and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
3 subsection:

4 * x *

5 "Specified of fense agai nst property.” Any of the follow ng
6 offenses:

7 Section 3301(a), (c), (d), (d.1) and (f) (relating to

8 arson and rel ated of fenses).

9 Section 3302 (relating to causing or risking

10 cat ast rophe).

11 Section 3304 (relating to crimnal mschief).

12 Section 3307 (relating to institutional vandalism.

13 Section 3309 (relating to agricultural vandalisn).

14 Section 3310 (relating to agricultural crop destruction).
15 Section 3502 (relating to burglary) but only if the actor
16 commts the crime for the purpose of commtting one of the
17 other offenses listed in this definition.

18 Section 3503 (relating to crimnal trespass) but only if
19 the actor conmits the crinme for the purpose of releasing a
20 dangerous _transm ssi bl e di sease_or hazardous substance, as
21 those terns _are defined under 3 Pa.C.S. 8§ 2303 (relating to
22 definitions), threatening or terrorizing the owner or
23 occupant of the prem ses, starting or causing to be started
24 any fire upon the prem ses or defacing or damagi ng the
25 prem ses.
26 Section 3921 (relating to theft by unlawful taking or
27 di sposition).
28 Section 3922 (relating to theft by deception).
29 Section 4101 (relating to forgery).
30 Section 4120 (relating to identity theft).
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1 Section 4. Section 3503 of Title 18 is anmended by adding a
2 subsection to read:
3 8§ 3503. Crimnal trespass.
4 * %
5 (b.3) Agricultural biosecurity area trespasser.--
6 (1) A person connmits an offense if the person know ngly
7 or recklessly does any of the follow ng:
8 (i) Enters an agricultural biosecurity area unless
9 t he owner or other authorized person expressly authorizes
10 entry
11 (ii) Enters an agricultural biosecurity area wthout
12 perform ng the neasures for biosecurity that by posted
13 notice are directed to be perforned for entry to the
14 area.
15 (2) An offense under this subsection shall constitute a
16 nm sdeneanor of the first degree.
17 (3) For the purposes of this subsection, the phrases
18 "agricultural biosecurity area"” and "posted notice" shal
19 have the neanings given to themin 3 Pa.C. S. 8 2303 (relating
20 to definitions).
21 Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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