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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 288 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LEACH, BENNI NGTON, CASCRI O DePASQUALE, GOCDIVAN,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, KORTZ, MANDERI NO, MANN, MJUNDY
RCEBUCK, RCSS, R TAYLOR, RUBLEY, G BBONS, M O BRI EN AND
FREENVAN, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
FEBRUARY 7, 2007
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AN ACT
Providing for mninmmrequirenments for hospitals that provide
energency services to victins of sexual assault and for
powers and duties of the Departnent of Health.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nay be cited as the Sexual
Assault VictimEmergency Treatnent Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Emergency treatnent.” A nedical exam nation, procedure or
service provided by a hospital to a sexual assault victim

followi ng an all eged sexual assault.

"Emergency contraception.”™ A drug or device approved by the
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Food and Drug Admi nistration to prevent pregnancy when used
separately or in conbination within a nmedically recomended
period of time after sexual intercourse.

"Hospital." A facility that has an organi zed nedi cal staff
and provi des equi pnent and services primarily for inpatient care
to persons who require definitive diagnosis or treatnent, or
both, for injury, illness, pregnancy or other disability.

"Sexual assault." Any of the offenses specified in 18
Pa.C.S. Ch. 31 Subch. B (relating to definition of offenses).

"Sexual assault victim" A female who alleges or is alleged
to have been a victimof a sexual assault.

Section 3. Requirenents for hospitals.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A hospital that provides energency
treatnment to a sexual assault victimshall:

(1) Provide each sexual assault victimwth nedically
and factually accurate and objective witten and oral
i nformati on about energency contraception.

(2) Oally informeach sexual assault victimthat the
hospital can provi de energency contraception to her.

(3) Provide energency contraception pronptly to each
sexual assault victimwho requests it, unless energency
contraception is nedically contraindicat ed.

(b) Witten policy.--A hospital that provides energency
treatment to a sexual assault victimshall devel op and i npl enent
a witten policy to ensure that all personnel who treat or give
information to a sexual assault victimare trained to provide
medi cal ly and factually accurate and objective information about
energency contraception to sexual assault victins.

Section 4. Departnment responsibilities.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnment, in collaboration with a
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St at ewi de nonprofit organi zation identified by the Departnent of
Public Wl fare as the prinme grantee that arranges for the

provi sion of services to victinms of rape and sexual assault,
shall develop witten information that a hospital gives to
sexual assault victins. The information shall:

(1) Be clearly witten and easily conprehensi bl e.

(2) Be in English and any ot her |anguage deened
necessary.

(3) Explain what energency contraception is and how it
wor ks, including the different types of energency
contraception, its effectiveness in preventing pregnancy and
t he medi cal risks associated with it.

(b) Distribution of information.--The departnment shal
produce the witten information and shall distribute it to
hospitals in quantities deened sufficient to conply with this
act .

(c) Annual reporting by hospitals.--The departnent shal
require each hospital to report annually regardi ng the nunber of
sexual assault victins treated by that hospital and what that
treatment entailed, including the nunber of sexual assault
victinms to whom energency contraception was given.

(d) Departnent report to General Assenbly.--The depart nent
shall include the information described in subsection (c) inits
annual report to the General Assenbly pursuant to section 804(d)
of the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the
Health Care Facilities Act.

Section 5. Violations.

A violation of this act shall constitute a violation of the

act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the Health Care

Facilities Act, and shall be resolved pursuant to Chapter 8 of
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1 that act.
2 Section 6. Regulations.
3 The departnent shall promrul gate any regul ati ons necessary to
4 inplenent this act within two years of the effective date of
5 this section. In order to facilitate the pronpt inplenentation
6 of this act, the departnment may pronul gate tenporary regul ations
7 that expire no later than two years fromthe effective date of
8 this section. The tenporary regul ations shall not be subject to:
9 (1) Sections 201 through 205 of the act of July 31, 1968
10 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Conmonweal th Docunents
11 Law.
12 (2) The act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known as
13 t he Regul atory Revi ew Act.
14 Section 7. Effective date.
15 This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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