PRINTER S NO. 2254

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 381 %%

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, COSTA, LEMMOND, O PAKE, BOSCOLA, FERLQ
BROWNE, C. WLLIAMS, PILEGE, MJSTO AND DI NNI MAN,
NOVEMBER 20, 2006

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, NOVEMBER 20, 2006

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M W N - O

A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to establish an
advi sory commttee to study the underlying causes of w ongful
convictions and to make findings and recomendations to
reduce the possibility that in the future innocent persons
will be wongfully convicted.

WHEREAS, Nationally nmore than 180 i ndividuals have been
exoner at ed through postconviction DNA testing, and sone of those
i ndi vidual s spent tine on death row, and

WHEREAS, At | east eight individuals have been exonerated in
Pennsyl vani a t hrough postconviction DNA testing, three of whom
were in prison for nurder and one of whom was on death row, and

WHEREAS, It is inmportant for us to understand why these
i ndi vi duals were wongfully convicted and how w ongf ul
convictions nmay be avoided in the future; and

WHEREAS, Not only is it a great injustice to inprison an
i nnocent person, but by incarcerating an innocent person, it is
likely that a guilty person remains capable of conmtting

additional crimes; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Senate direct the Joint State Gover nnment
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Commi ssion to establish an advisory conmttee to study the
under | yi ng causes of wongful convictions so that the advisory
commttee may devel op a consensus on recomrendations intended to
reduce the possibility that in the future innocent persons wl |
be wongfully convicted in this Comonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee be conprised of
approximately 30 nmenbers and represent at |east the foll ow ng
constituenci es: prosecution, defense, |aw enforcenent,
corrections, judiciary and victimassistance; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee may include
representatives of academ a, the faith community, private and
public organi zations involved in crimnal justice issues and
other crimnal justice experts; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee review cases in which
an i nnocent person was wongfully convicted and subsequently
exonerated, review any other relevant materials, identify the
nost conmon causes of wrongful convictions, identify current
| aws, rules and procedures inplicated in each type of causation,
and identify through research, experts and di scussion potenti al
solutions in the formof legislative, rule or procedural changes
or educational opportunities for elimnation of each type of
causation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the advisory comm ttee consider potenti al
i npl enentation plans, cost inplications, including possible
savi ngs, and the inpact on the crimnal justice systemfor each
potential solution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the advisory commttee report to the Senate
with its findings and reconmendations no | ater than Novenber 30,

2008.
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