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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 2005 as "Parkinson's D sease
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

VHEREAS, Par ki nson's di sease is believed to affect
approximately 1 mllion people in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 40% of persons wi th Parkinson's
di sease are under 60 years of age; and

VWHEREAS, The cause of Parkinson's di sease renains uncl ear,
but scientists believe that environmental factors trigger the
di sease in people with a genetic susceptibility; and

WHEREAS, Parki nson's di sease has been described as being the
opposite of Al zheinmer's disease: while Al zheiner's destroys the
m nd, |eaving the body intact and functioning, Parkinson's
destroys notor systens but allows nental function; and

WHEREAS, The two npbst preval ent types of Parkinson's disease
are early-onset Parkinson's disease and | ate-onset Parkinson's
di sease; and

WHEREAS, Early-onset Parkinson's di sease begins before age 50



and accounts for 5%to 10% of all cases; and

WHEREAS, Late-onset Parkinson's di sease starts at age 50 or
ol der and accounts for nobst cases of the disease; and

WHEREAS, Presently there is no cure for Parkinson' s di sease;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of April 2005
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as "Parkinson's D sease Awareness Mnth" in Pennsylvani a.
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