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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 36 %"

I NTRODUCED BY ORI E, KITCHEN, VANCE, TOMWM.I NSON, RAFFERTY,
RHOADES, WOXZNI AK, MADI GAN, STACK, COSTA, LOGAN AND
TARTAGLI ONE, MARCH 23, 2005

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 23, 2005

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

1 Directing the Joint State Governnent Conmmi ssion to establish a
2 task force to study the availability and accessibility of

3 i ntensi ve and appropriate community services and supports for
4 persons with serious nental illness, addictive disorders and
5 co-occurring nmental illness and substance use disorders; to
6 determ ne the individual and community consequences of

7 | eavi ng untreated and undertreating such illnesses and

8 di sorders and the relationship to incarceration and

9 honel essness; to determ ne the gaps in private insurance

10 coverage and public funding of services for individuals

11 suffering fromsuch illnesses and disorders; and to nake

12 recommendat i ons on addressing these gaps and neeting

13 i ndi vi dual needs while respecting individual rights and

14 dignity.

15 WHEREAS, Many incidents of crime in the community are

16 attributed to persons with untreated serious nental illnesses

17 and addictive di sease; and

18 WHEREAS, Approxi mately 3% of the 35,000 peopl e incarcerated
19 in Pennsylvania's State Correctional Institutions suffer from
20 serious nental illness, 15% suffer from co-occurring nental

21 illness and substance use disorders and 90% of those people

22 incarcerated have addictive disorders; and

23 WHEREAS, Five percent of persons who have serious nental



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

ill ness are honel ess and a hi gh percentage of the single adult
honel ess popul ati on suffers from addi ctive di sorders or co-
occurring nental illness and substance use disorders; and

WHEREAS, Support of famly and friends, quality of treatnent,
financial resources and State support are necessary for
Pennsylvania's citizens with serious nental illnesses, addictive
di sorders and co-occurring nental illness and substance use
di sorders; and

WHEREAS, The availability, accessibility and quality of
community services are often variable and difficult for persons
with serious nental illness, addictive disorders or co-occurring
di sorders to obtain and maintain; and

WHEREAS, | ndividuals with untreated or undertreated serious
mental illness, addictive disorders or co-occurring nental
i1l ness and substance use di sorders seek help but often may not
recei ve adequate treatnment due to |lack of private insurance
coverage, limted coverage or limted public funding for
services; and

WHEREAS, | ndividuals with untreated or undertreated serious
mental illness, addictive disorders or co-occurring nental
i1l ness and substance use disorders are |ikely to becone
honel ess or becone subject to the custody of the crimnal
justice systemw thout getting well; therefore be it

RESCLVED ( The House of Representatives concurring), That the
CGeneral Assenbly direct the Joint State Governnment Comm ssion to
establish a task force of four nmenbers of the Senate and four
menbers of the House of Representatives to undertake a study of
the delivery system of behavioral health services in this
Commonweal th to ascertain whether it is nmeeting the needs of

i ndividuals with serious nental illness, addictive di sease or
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co-occurring nmental illness and substance use disorders and
their famlies and if it is not neeting those needs to recomend
appropriate corrective neasures such as addressi ng housi ng needs
and providing psychosocial rehabilitation services and
continuous treatnment teans; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the President pro tenpore of the Senate, the
Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves each appoint two nenbers to the task force; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That the task force be authorized to create an
advi sory commttee to assist the task force, to include
representatives fromthe Departnent of Public Welfare through
its Ofice of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Prograns, the
Department of Health through its Bureau of Drug and Al cohol
Prograns, the Departnent of Corrections and individuals
representing community nmental health providers and consuners.
The advi sory commttee shall include individuals devel oping a
white paper for the Departnent of Public Welfare addressing co-
occurring addictions; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the initial area of task force review be the
avai lability and accessibility of intensive and appropriate
community services and supports for persons with severe nental
i1l ness, addictive disorders and co-occurring nmental illness and
subst ance use disorders and their famlies; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force study the individual, the
famly and the community consequences of untreated and
undertreated serious nental illness, addictive disorders and co-
occurring nental illness and substance use disorders and the

rel ati onship to honel essness and incarceration on individuals,
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1 their famlies and the community; and be it further
2 RESCLVED, That the task force report its findings and

3 recommendations to the CGeneral Assenbly as soon as possible.
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