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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1069 55

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, LEMMOND, COSTA, O PAKE, BOSCOLA, Pl PPY,
WONDERLI NG, FONTANA, BROME, KI TCHEN, WOZNI AK, C. WLLI AMS,
STACK, FERLO, LAVALLE AND WASHI NGTON, JANUARY 24, 2006

SENATOR VENGER, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED
APRI L 18, 2006
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the I nnocence Comm ssion of Pennsylvania; providing
for its duties; and providing for the powers and duties of
the Joint State Governnent Conmi ssion

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Innocence
Conmi ssi on Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Comm ssion” or "lnnocence Commission.” The |Innocence
Commi ssi on of Pennsyl vani a.

Section 3. Innocence Conmmi ssion.
(a) Establishnent.--The Innocence Comm ssion of Pennsyl vani a

i s hereby established.



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(b) Menbership.--The comm ssion shall be conposed of
approxi mately 30 nmenbers recommended by the Governor, the Chief
Justice of the Pennsylvania Suprenme Court and the nenbers of the
CGeneral Assenbly. Using their recomendations, the Joint State
Gover nment Conmmi ssion shall invite nmenbers to participate on the
conmmi ssi on based on conpetence, experience and anti ci pated
conmitnent. Invitations shall be further based on the need for
the comm ssion to be diversely representative of the crimnal
justice system and geographically representative of
Pennsyl vani a. Representation nust include at |east one nenber
fromthe follow ng constituencies: prosecution, defense, |aw
enforcenent, corrections, judiciary and victimassistance. In
addi tion, the conm ssion may include representatives of
academ a, private and public organi zations involved in crimnal
justice issues and other crimnal justice experts.

(c) Chairperson and vice chairperson.--The nmenbers shal
elect, by a majority vote of the voting nenbers, a chairperson
and a vi ce chairperson

(d) Quorum --The nenbers present and voting at any announced
neeting shall constitute a quorumfor the purpose of transacting
busi ness.

(e) Wbrk of the conmmi ssion.--The comr ssion may establish
subcomittees to conduct research, to consider and make
recommendati ons on specific topics and to report back to the
full comm ssion. \Wenever possible, nenbers of a subconmittee or
t he conmm ssion shall reach a consensus on the findings and
recomendati ons of the conmm ssion.

(f) Conpensation.--The nmenbers shall not receive a salary or
per diem all owance for serving as conmm ssion nenbers but shal

be rei mbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
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performance of their duties.

(g) Staff.--The Joint State Government Conm ssion shal
provi de staff services to the comm ssion. These services nmay
i ncl ude organi zi ng nmeetings, conducting research and drafting
reports and | egislation.

Section 4. Purpose and duti es.

(a) Purpose.--The purpose of the comrission is to study the
under | yi ng causes of wongful convictions so that it nay meke
recommendati ons i ntended to reduce or elimnate the possibility
that in the future innocent persons will be wongfully convicted
in this Commonweal t h.

(b) Powers and duties.--The conm ssion shall have the duty
to:

(1) Review cases in which an innocent person was
wrongful ly convicted and subsequent|y exoner at ed.

(2) Identify the nobst comon causes of w ongful
convi cti ons.

(3) Identify current |aws, rules and procedures
i nplicated by each type of causati on.

(4) Identify through research, experts and di scussion
potential solutions in the formof legislative, rule or
procedural changes or educational opportunities for
elimnation of each type of causation.

(5) Consider potential inplenentation plans, cost
i mplications, including possible savings, and the inpact on
the crimnal justice systemfor each potential solution.

(6) Issue interimreports and/or a final report
recommendi ng sol utions for each causation issue identified,

i ncl udi ng recomrendi ng i npl ementation plans, identifying cost

i mplications, including possible savings, and di scussing the
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1 potential inpact on the crimnal justice systemof the

2 reconmendat i on.
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9 SECTION 5. QATHS AND AFFI RVATI ONS. <—
10 THE CHAI RMAN OF THE | nnocence Conmi ssion nay adm ni ster oaths

11 and affirmations in the nmanner prescribed by law to w tnesses
12 who shall appear before the commi ssion for the purpose of

13 testifying in any matter about which the commi ssion nmay desire
14 evi dence.

15 Section 6. Subsequent proceedi ngs.

16 The findings and reconmendati ons of the comm ssion shall not
17 be binding in any subsequent civil or crimnal proceeding.

18 Section 7. Expiration.

19 The provisions of this act shall expire five years fromthe
20 effective date of this section unless further extended by act of
21 the Ceneral Assenbly.

22 Section 8. Effective date.

23 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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