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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 540 5

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, MJUSTO, ORI E, EARLL, O PAKE, LEMMOND
COSTA, LOGAN, ERI CKSQON, BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, PUNT AND Kl TCHEN
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REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 30, 2005

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N

N T N S N e
N~ o o~ W N kL O

AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Vol unteer Emergency Service Personnel
Educati onal Assistance and Loan Forgi veness Program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Vol unteer
Emer gency Service Personnel Educational Assistance and Loan
For gi veness Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Applicant.” An active nenber of a volunteer fire conpany,

ener gency service teamor rescue team

"Approved institution of higher learning." An educational
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institution offering a postsecondary program of education,
i ncl udi ng vocational schools located in this Comonweal t h and
approved by the Pennsylvani a H gher Education Assistance Agency.

" Approved program of education.”™ A degree-granting or
certificate-granting curriculumor course of study pursued at an
approved institution of higher learning on a full-tine or part-
time basis or its equivalent as determ ned by the Pennsyl vani a
Hi gher Educati on Assi stance Agency.

"Full-time student."” A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher |earning pursuing an approved program of
education equal to or greater than 12 credit hours or its
equi val ent recogni zed by the Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on
Assi stance Agency as a full-time course of study.

"Part-tinme student.” A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher |earning pursuing an approved program of
education of less than 15 credit hours or its equival ent
recogni zed by the Pennsylvani a H gher Education Assistance
Agency as a part-tinme course of study.

"Program " The Vol unt eer Energency Service Personnel
Educati onal Assistance and Loan Forgi veness Program establ i shed
in section 3 (relating to Educational Assistance and Loan
For gi veness Program
Section 3. Educational Assistance and Loan Forgi veness Program

The Vol unt eer Energency Service Personnel Educati onal
Assi stance and Loan Forgi veness Programis established to
provi de grants to applicants or allow applicants to receive
paynents by the agency for debt incurred as a result of student
| oans entered into for the purpose of pursuing prograns of
education. Applicants shall be entered in the program upon

recei pt of their first grant or |oan forgiveness paynent and
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shall remain in the programfor a period not exceeding five
acadeni c years.
Section 4. Educational assistance eligibility.

An applicant shall be eligible to receive educati onal
assi stance under this act if the applicant neets all of the
following eligibility criteria:
(1) The applicant is a qualified resident of this
Conmonweal t h.
(2) The applicant has been an active nenber, as
determ ned by the State Fire Comm ssioner, of a vol unteer
fire conmpany, energency service teamor rescue teamfor a
period of at |east one year in this Conmonweal t h.
(3) The applicant has enrolled as a student in an
approved program of education at an approved institution of
hi gher | earni ng.
(4) The applicant provides the approved institution of
hi gher learning with a sworn or official statement of fact by
the State Fire Conm ssioner, president or comm ssioner of a
vol unteer fire department of which the applicant is a
vol unteer, attesting that the applicant is a nmenber in good
standi ng of the volunteer fire conpany, energency service
t eam or rescue team
Section 5. Gants.

(a) Provision.--Fromthe funds specifically appropriated for
t he purposes of this act, grants shall be provided to eligible
menbers for the purpose of pursuing approved prograns of
educati on.

(b) Prom ssory notes.--At the receipt of the grant, an
eligible menber shall sign a prom ssory note to repay the ful

anount of the grant. The prom ssory note shall be conditional
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upon term nation of active nenbership status with a vol unteer
fire conpany, energency service teamor rescue teamin this
Conmonweal t h.

Section 6. Anmount of grants.

(a) Part-tinme student assistance grants.--A grant awarded
pursuant to this act to a part-tine student applicant shall be
determ ned by the agency and shall not exceed for each academ c
year the ampunt of one-half the tuition of the part-tinme course
of study in which the part-tinme student applicant is enroll ed.

(b) Full-time student assistance grants.--G ants awar ded
pursuant to this act to full-tine student applicants shall be
determ ned by the agency and shall not exceed $3, 700 per
acadenmi c year or the actual amount of the applicant's tuition
for the academ c year, whichever is |ess.

(c) Oher grants.--The agency shall not reduce the anount of
ot her agency grants or aid for which an applicant qualifies on
account of the applicant's eligibility for or receipt of grants
under this act.

Section 7. Loan forgiveness eligibility.

An applicant shall be eligible to receive |oan forgiveness
paynents under this act if the applicant neets all of the
following eligibility criteria:

(1) The applicant is a qualified resident of this

Conmonweal t h.

(2) The applicant has been an active nenber, as

determ ned by the State Fire Comm ssioner, of a vol unteer

fire conmpany, energency service teamor rescue teamfor a

period of at |east one year in this Conmonweal t h.

(3) The applicant has enrolled as a student in an

approved program of education at an approved institution of
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hi gher | earni ng.

(4) The applicant provides the approved institution of
hi gher learning with a sworn or official statement of fact by
the State Fire Conmm ssioner, president or comm ssioner of a
vol unteer fire department of which the applicant is a
vol unteer, attesting that the applicant is a nmenber in good
standi ng of the volunteer fire conpany, energency service
t eam or rescue team

Section 8. Paynents.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An applicant is eligible for paynment by
t he agency of a portion of the debt incurred by the applicant
t hrough agency-adm ni stered guarant eed student | oan prograns for
t he education necessary to successfully conplete a particul ar
course of study.

(b) Amounts to be forgiven.--For each year that an applicant
is a nmenber of a volunteer fire conpany, energency service team
or rescue team the agency nay forgive a proportional part of
the applicant's loan so that the |l oan may be entirely forgiven
over a maxi mum period of five years in which the applicant is
attendi ng an approved institution of higher | earning.

(c) Maxi mum anmounts.--No nore than $2,000 shall be forgiven
in any year, and no nore than $10,000 shall be forgiven for an
appl i cant over a five-year period.

(d) Procedure.--Paynents shall be nade in accordance with
procedures established by the agency. A |oan forgiveness paynent
shall not be nade for a loan that is in default at the tine of
appl i cation.

Section 9. Limtations.
(a) Tine.--No eligible menber shall receive assistance

grants or |oan forgiveness paynents under this act for a total
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of nore than five academ c years or their equival ent as
determ ned by the agency.

(b) Active nenbership status.--No grant paynents or | oan
forgi veness paynents shall be nade under this act except during
the eligible nmenber's termof service as an active nenber of a
vol unteer fire conpany, energency service teamor rescue team
Section 10. Adm nistration.

The General Assenbly shall appropriate funds for educational
assi stance grants and | oan forgiveness paynents under this act.
A portion of the funds appropriated may be used to pay the costs
of the admi nistration of this act.

Section 11. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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