PRI NTER S NO. 69

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. /8 %

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, O PAKE, EARLL, ORI E, ERI CKSON AND
BOSCOLA, JANUARY 31, 2005

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 31, 2005

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), entitled
"An act reformng the I aw on nedical professional liability;
providing for patient safety and reporting; establishing the
Patient Safety Authority and the Patient Safety Trust Fund;
abrogating regul ations; providing for nedical professional
l[iability informed consent, damages, expert qualifications,
limtations of actions and nedical records; establishing the
I nterbranch Comm ssi on on Venue; providing for nedical
professional liability insurance; establishing the Medical
Care Availability and Reduction of Error Fund; providing for
nmedi cal professional liability clains; establishing the Joint
Underwriting Association; regulating nedical professional
l[iability insurance; providing for medical |icensure
regul ation; providing for adm nistration; inmposing penalties;
and making repeals,” defining "serious injury"; and providing
for nedical professional liability action.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 503 of the act of March 20, 2002
(P.L.154, No.13), known as the Medical Care Availability and
Reduction of Error (Mare) Act, is anmended by adding a
definition to read:

Section 503. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
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shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Serious injury." A personal injury resulting in death,

serious inpai rnent of body functi on or permanent seri ous

di sfi gur enent.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 517. Medi cal professional liability action.

(a) Serious injury required.--

(1) No cause of action asserting a nedi cal professional

liability claimmay be filed with the court to seek recovery

for pain or suffering or other nonnpbnetary danmages unl ess a

serious injury is alleged as provided in subsection (b).

(2) This subsection shall not be construed to preclude

recovery for all medical and ot her out-of -pocket expenses.

(b) Certificate of nerit.--In filing a nedi cal professional

liability action with the court as provided for in subsection

(a), the plaintiff nmust include with the conplaint a certificate

of nerit as prescri bed by the Pennsyl vania Rules of Cvil

Procedure. The certificate of nerit shall include a statenent

that the plaintiff suffers froma serious injury.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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