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| NTRODUCED BY SCAVELLO, WATSON, ADCLPH, ARGALL, BAKER, BALDW N
BARRAR, BEBKO- JONES, BELFANTI, BENNI NGHOFF, BEYER, Bl SHOP
BOYD, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER, COHEN,
CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CRElIGHTON, CRUZ, DALEY, DeLUCA,

DENLI NCER, DeWEESE, Di G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, J. EVANS,
FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD, FI CHTER, FLEAGLE, FORCI ER, FRANKEL,
GABI G GEI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRUCELA,
HARHART, HARPER, HASAY, HERSHEY, HESS, M KELLER, KENNEY,
KOTl K, LEDERER, LEH, MAJOR, MANN, MARKOSEK, MG LL,

Mol LHATTAN, MELI O, M LLARD, S. M LLER, MJSTI O PALLONE,
PARKER, PAYNE, PERZEL, PETRI, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, PISTELLA,
QUI GLEY, RAMALEY, RAPP, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, ROHRER, ROGCSS,
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER, SAYLOR, SCHRODER, SEMVEL
SHANER, SI PTROTH, B. SM TH, SONNEY, STABACK, TANGRETTI

E. Z. TAYLOR THOMVAS, TIGUE, TRUE, TURZAI, WALKO, WOJNARCSKI
AND YOUNGBLOCOD, APRIL 24, 2006

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 24, 2006
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nonth of May 2006 as "Hepatitis Awareness Month"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Hepatitis is a |iver disease caused by one of five
forms of the hepatitis virus; and

WHEREAS, Hepatitis infects individuals of all ages, ethnic
groups and soci oeconom ¢ classes in urban and rural areas of
t hi s Cormonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The hepatitis viruses, designated "A" "B," "C/" "D
and "E," cause inflanmmtion of the liver and are often

asynptomatic; and
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WHEREAS, Hepatitis Ais contracted primarily through
contam nated food or water; and

WHEREAS, I n 2003 a hepatitis A outbreak involving custoners
of a Beaver County restaurant caused nore than 650 primary and
secondary cases; and

WHEREAS, Hepatitis Cis the |eading reason for |iver
transpl antati on and now exceeds H VVAIDS by a 5 to 1 ratio; and

WHEREAS, In the last five years on average, two people were
di agnosed with hepatitis-related |iver disease and two ot hers
di ed each day fromliver cancer; and

WHEREAS, Hepatitis C and hepatitis B have been characteri zed
by the Wrld Health Organi zati on as di seases of primary concern
for humanity; and

WHEREAS, Hepatitis B can easily be prevented through
awar eness and the know edge that a vaccine is available for this
virus; and

WHEREAS, An estimated 280, 000 Pennsyl vani a residents are
infected with hepatitis C and 75% to 85% of these persons are
chronically infected; and

WHEREAS, In the absence of a vaccine for hepatitis C,
enphasi s nmust be placed on other nmeans of di sease prevention,
i ncl udi ng education of health care workers, enmergency services
wor kers, veterans and the general public; and

WHEREAS, Chronic viral hepatitis has been a disease with
little or no public awareness since it is largely asynptonmatic
until irreversible liver damage has occurred; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of May 2006 as "Hepatitis Awareness Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage State
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1 agencies, health care providers and the residents of this
2 Commonwealth to | earn and educate others about the causes,

3 synptons, diagnosis and treatnent of hepatitis.
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