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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 477 “z"

| NTRODUCED BY YUDI CHAK, PI STELLA, CAWEY, TIGUE, COSTA, ALLEN
BARRAR, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI,
COHEN, CREI GHTON, CURRY, DENLI NGER, DeWEESE, D. EVANS,
FRANKEL, GEORGE, GERGELY, GOODMAN, GRUCELA, HASAY, HERMAN
HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, JOSEPHS, MANN, MARKOSEK, MUNDY, MJSTI O,
PALLONE, PETRARCA, READSHAW SCHRODER, S| PTROTH, SOLOBAY,
STABACK, SURRA, THOVAS, VHEATLEY, WOINARGCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD,
OCTOBER 19, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
OCTOBER 19, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Congress of the United States to direct the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services to pernmt Pennsyl vani ans
al ready enrolled in Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract for
the Elderly (PACE) and PACE Needs Enhancenent Tier (PACENET)
to be automatically enrolled in the Medicare Part D
prescription drug program
WHEREAS, Under the Medicare Prescription Drug, |nprovenent
and Moderni zation Act of 2003 (MVR), eligible Medicare
reci pients may begin enrolling this Novenber for prescription
drug coverage through the new Federal drug benefit, Medicare
Part D, and
WHEREAS, More than 2 mllion Pennsyl vani ans who receive
heal th coverage through Medicare will be inpacted by Medicare
Part D, which is slated to begin in January 2006; and
WHEREAS, Final Medicare Part D regul ations issued earlier

this year by the Centers for Medicare and Medi caid Services
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(CV5) prohibit state pharnmaceutical assistance prograns from
automatically enrolling their beneficiaries in the various
prescription drug plans offered through Medicare Part D; and

WHEREAS, MVA al lows states to petition CV5 to adopt
i nnovati ve approaches for enrolling citizens participating in
stat e pharnaceuti cal assistance prograns in Medicare Part D, and

WHEREAS, CMS has denied a request by officials of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania to autonmatically enroll PACE and
PACENET r eci pi ents; and

VHEREAS, CMS all owed for automatic enrollnment of citizens in
stat e pharnaceuti cal assistance prograns when the Mdicare-
approved drug di scount cards were introduced through MVA, and
there is no reason why the sanme efficient process could not be
utilized again; and

VWHEREAS, The State Pharnmaceutical Assistance Transition
Conmmi ssion specifically and explicitly recomended to CMS
automatic enrol I nent of state pharnmaceutical assistance plans
subscri bers; and

WHEREAS, Allowi ng automatic enroll ment of PACE and PACENET
recipients into the Medicare Part D drug benefit would benefit
t he Comonweal th of Pennsylvania's State Lottery-funded
prescription drug prograns and the people they serve in many
i nportant ways and woul d avoi d unnecessary, conplex and
confusi ng overl appi ng health coverage anong recipients; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a's successful PACE
and PACENET prescription drug coverage prograns already provide
nearly 300,000 enrollees with prescription drug coverage options
having very few restrictions; and

WHEREAS, By automatically enrolling PACE and PACENET full -

subsidy eligibles, the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania can nake
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wi se use of these funds to boost the State prograns by addi ng
nore seniors or |lowering the PACE programi s age requirenents;
and

WHEREAS, Rat her than PACE and PACENET providing the entire
prescription drug coverage for beneficiaries, through automatic
enrollment in Medicare Part D, the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
can save mllions of dollars by filling in the gaps of Medicare
prescription drug coverage by utilizing the wi der scope of
coverage provided through PACE and PACENET; and

WHEREAS, In order to avoid the tinme and expense of collecting
the sane informati on separately and have our senior citizens
face even nore confusion through such a tedi ous process,
automatic enrol Il ment woul d provide Medicare with the infornmation
al ready coll ected by PACE and PACENET; and

WHEREAS, Automatic enrollnment would be the nost sensible way
to provi de needed coverage to seniors while helping to control
the ever-rising costs of health care and elim nate the Federal
Government's unnecessary red tape; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a urge the Congress of the United
States to direct CM5 to reverse its decision and permt
Pennsyl vani ans enrolled in PACE and PACENET to be automatically
enrolled in Medicare Part D; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania call upon Pennsyl vania's
Congressional Delegation to protect Pennsylvania' s prem er
prescription drug plans from Federal bureaucratic overreach by
contacting Medicare adm nistrators and encouragi ng themto
reverse their decision; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

20050H0477R2860 - 3 -



1 the President of the United States, to the Centers for Medicare
2 and Medicaid Services, to the presiding officers of each house

3 of Congress and to each nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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