PRINTER S N0 2789

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 464 5

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, BARRAR, BELFANTI, BENN NGHOFF
BELARDI, Bl SHOP, BOYD, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, RAMALEY,
FI CHTER, FORCI ER, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GABI G GRUCELA, GEl ST,
GECORCE, G NGRI CH, ADOLPH, GOCOD, GOODVAN, BUXTQON, READSHAW
HARHART, ROEBUCK, MANN, MANDERI NO, MARSI CO, CAUSER, Md LL,
Mel LHATTAN, M LLARD, S. M LLER, MJUNDY, NAILOR, O NEILL
PALLONE, PAYNE, SANTONI, SATHER, SCAVELLO, SCHRCDER, SHANER
B. SM TH, SONNEY, STABACK, SURRA, COSTA, E. Z. TAYLOR
WOINARCSKI , TI GUE, CLYMER, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CRElI GHTON
CRUZ, DALEY, DeLUCA, DENLI NCER, RCHRER, DeWEESE, Di G ROLAMO
DONATUCCI, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O RCSS, RUBLEY, HENNESSEY,
HERVAN, HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, KOTI K, LEDERER, SAI NATO,
DERMODY, PI CKETT, KENNEY, G LLESPIE, REED, PYLE, M CQOZZIE,
STERN, THOVAS, WATSON AND PI STELLA, OCTOBER 17, 2005

To Cal endar under Rul e 35-Uncontested Cal endar October 17, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of COctober 2005 as "Donestic Viol ence
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Donestic viol ence transcends all social, age-
rel ated, economic, racial and ethnic barriers; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that nearly 6 mllion wonen are
physi cal | y abused each year throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, According to statistics gathered by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, a woman i s beaten approximately every
12 seconds; and

WHEREAS, According to the Pennsylvania Coalition Agai nst
Donestic Violence, on average, an adult or child dies every

three days in this Conmonwealth as the result of domestic
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vi ol ence; and

WHEREAS, Nearly 100, 000 victinms request and receive services
for donestic violence-related incidents each year in this
Commonweal t h; and

VHEREAS, I n 1992 the estinmated total annual nedical cost of
donestic violence in this Commonweal th was $326.6 mllion; and

WHEREAS, A National Institute of Justice study estimtes that
donestic violence accounts for al nost 15% of total crime costs
or $67 billion per year; and

WHEREAS, The costs of intimte partner violence exceed $5.8
billion each year, $4.1 billion of which is for direct nedical
and nental health care services paid |largely by enployers; and

WHEREAS, According to the American Institute on Donestic
Vi ol ence, victins of intimate partner violence |ose a total of 8
mllion days of paid work each year, the equival ent of nore than
32,000 full-tinme jobs; and

VWHEREAS, Studi es show that battered wonmen who work face a
high |ikelihood of losing their jobs because of domestic
vi ol ence: 55% m ssed work and nore than 60% were |ate for work;
and

VWHEREAS, An estimated 3.3 to 10 million children in the
United States are at risk for w tnessing donmestic violence
annual |y and have an increased risk of being abused thensel ves;
and

VWHEREAS, Avail abl e evidence fromshelters and donestic
vi ol ence prograns indicates that 50%to 60% of child w tnesses
to domestic violence have been physically abused; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the first state in the nation to
institute universal screening for donestic violence; and

WHEREAS, AlIl Pennsyl vani ans shoul d be made aware of the
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mul titude of synptons and signs associated with domestic
viol ence; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nont h of October 2005 as "Donestic Viol ence Awareness Mnth" in
Pennsyl vani a and encourage all Pennsylvanians to |learn nore

about causes, signs, prevention and treatnment for donestic
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vi ol ence.
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