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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 439 5

| NTRODUCED BY BLACKWELL, SAI NATO, BI SHOP, MJSTI O, GEl ST,
CORRI GAN, LEDERER, DeWEESE, WOINAROSKI, BALDW N, BEBKO- JONES,
BUXTON, FICHTER, FLEAGLE, FORCI ER, MANN, MARSI CO, SANTON
SAYLOR, SCHRODER, KENNEY, HESS, HERMAN, RAMALEY, FABRI ZI Q
D. EVANS, DONATUCCI, YOUNGBLOOD, WALKO, WATSQN, J. TAYLOR,
SOLOBAY, RUBLEY, ROSS, RCEBUCK, READSHAW GRUCELA, GOCDIVAN,
GECORCE, GABIG Md LL, PALLONE, MUNDY, DelLUCA, M| LHATTAN,
DALEY, CRAHALLA, BELARDI , CLYMER, COHEN, CAPPELLI
CALTAG RONE AND SHAPI RO, SEPTEMBER 27, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
SEPTEMBER 27, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of Septenber 2005 as "Sickle Cell Anem a
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, According to the National Heart, Lung, and Bl ood
Institute, 72,000 Americans are currently living with sickle
cell anem a; and

VWHEREAS, The npbst recent statistics show that in 1999 501
Anericans died fromsickle cell anem a and 60,000 Anericans were
hospitalized due to the di sease; and

WHEREAS, A report by the Centers for D sease Control and
Prevention cites that between 1979 and 1995 Pennsylvania's
sickle cell anema nortality rate was 1.8 per 1 mllion
i ndi vi dual s; and

WHEREAS, According to the Congressional Black Caucus

Foundation, approximately 2 mllion Americans carry the sickle
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cell trait, including approximately 1 in 12 African Anmericans;
and

WHEREAS, Approximately 1 in 500 African-American births
result in babies with sickle cell anem a; and

WHEREAS, According to the Sickle Cell Disease Association of
America, approximtely 1,000 babies are born with sickle cel
anem a each year in the United States; and

WHEREAS, In the United States the average |ife expectancy of
a person living with sickle cell anema is 45 years; and

WHEREAS, There is currently no universal cure for sickle cel
anem a; and

WHEREAS, A public that is informed and educated about sickle
cell anem a can better prevent and recogni ze the di sease;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of Septenber 2005 as "Sickle Cell Anem a Awareness Month"

i n Pennsyl vani a.
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