PRINTER S NO. 24772

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 403 5

| NTRODUCED BY COSTA, BI ANCUCCI, DeLUCA, DERMODY, YUDI CHAK, MANN
PI STELLA, CREIGHTON, DIVEN, S. H SM TH AND MARKGSEK,
JULY 2, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JULY 2, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Condemmi ng the National Football League's recent actions
restricting the availability of televised ganes.

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsylvania is honme to two
prof essi onal National Football League (NFL) teans; and

VWHEREAS, The substantial fan base within the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a for each of these teans is due to each teanis
| egacy of excellence on and off the field; and

WHEREAS, Revenues from these professional football teans
exceed nore than $1.2 billion; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsylvania and its citizens
have i nvested substantial anounts of noney in the construction
of stadiunms for these professional football teans and have
supported their efforts during the preseason, regular season and
pl ayof f season through ticket purchases, concession sal es and
ot her direct econom c inpacts; and

WHEREAS, The National Football League has recently used its

nmonopoly status to institute national television arrangenents
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whi ch has the practical effect of renmoving this substantial fan
base from everyday enjoynent of professional football; and
WHEREAS, This recent action to nove "Mnday N ght Football™

froma free national television network (ABC) to cable

television (ESPN) will directly result in a |arge nunber of
Pennsyl vani ans bei ng unable to watch "Monday N ght Football™ in
2006; and

WHEREAS, "Monday Night Football" on ABC has been an
institution and a pillar in the sports fan community since 1970;
and

WHEREAS, Wil e the nove of "Mnday N ght Football"™ from ABC
to ESPN may have sone positive inpact on the bottomline of The
Walt Di sney Conpany due to its ownership rights in both, it
shoul d not conme at the expense of the citizens of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Wil e the additional six-year deal the NFL entered
into with another national television network, NBC, whereby
Sunday ni ght football games will be televised starting in 2006,
is astep in the right direction, such action would not
contenpl ate the marquee contests schedul ed by the NFL for
"Monday Ni ght Football™; and

WHEREAS, Renoval of "Monday N ght Football,"™ coupled with
archaic local market television rules, is systematically
di stancing the football fan who cannot afford to buy cable or
attend a ganme in person fromthe ganme of professional football;
and

WHEREAS, The NFL was created with the general public in mnd,
and bringing professional football to the nasses via national
tel evision networks is the nost viable neans to satisfy this

end; and
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WHEREAS, Expensive cabl e channels, season tel evision packages
or wholly owned cabl e networks such as the NFL Network do not
deliver professional football to the masses; and

VWHEREAS, It is often said that it is the fans for whom al
prof essi onal sports are played; and

WHEREAS, Currently there are still 10% of households in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania wi t hout basic cable tel evision; and

VWHEREAS, Federal |aw allows the NFL to nake tel evision
progranmm ng changes w thout further review by any court or
regul atory body; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a condemm this nost recent practice
in particular and the trends in the tel ecasting of footbal
ganmes generally; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the NFL to
reconsi der the effect of its actions to narrow the access of
hi gh-profile football games for the average fan; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the NFL to
respond to these concerns; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
t he Comm ssioner of the National Football League, Pau
Tagl i abue, 410 Park Avenue, New York NY 10022, and to the

menbers of the Pennsyl vani a Congressional Del egati on.
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