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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 364 5

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, BLACKWELL, THOVAS, CRUZ AND BI SHOP
JUNE 22, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 22, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng June 19, 2005, as "Bishop Joshua Henry Jones Day" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Joshua Henry Jones rose beyond all expectations of
recently freed African Americans by beconm ng a recognized
celebrant in the African Methodi st Epi scopal bishopric; and

WHEREAS, The principal |eadership of M. Jones in the African
Met hodi st Epi scopal Church, his noble acts for mankind and his
fine work in the conmunity made hima strong role nodel in the
African- Amreri can conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, Born to his slave nother and her nmaster on June 15,
1856, Joshua Henry Jones was rai sed on the plantation of Asbury
Hurley in South Carolina; and

WHEREAS, Joshua Henry Jones attended Col unbi a's Shady Grove
African Met hodi st Epi scopal Church when slavery ended and becane
ordai ned at the tender age of 19; and

WHEREAS, M. Jones continued his thirst for know edge by

attending daflin University, where he received his bachelor's
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degree, and | ater attended both Howard and W | berforce
Uni versities for graduate studies; and

WHEREAS, Upon conpl eting his graduate studies, Joshua Henry
Jones served as a pastor in Massachusetts and Rhode | sl and
African Met hodi st Epi scopal churches and eventually settled down
for eight years at St. Paul's African Methodi st Epi scopal Church
i n Col unbus, Onhio, where he was successful at chanpioning for
the hiring of African-Anerican teachers for the first tine in
the history of the City of Colunbus during his eight-year tenure
on the Col unbus Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, Soon after M. Jones was el ected president of
W berforce University and in 1912 becane the 38th bishop of the
African Met hodi st Epi scopal Church, where his |leadership in this
capacity hel ped further the growh of Paul Quinn College, as
wel | as reestablishing Wlberforce's Shorter Hall and retiring
the debt of W/ berforce University; and

WHEREAS, In 1928 Joshua Henry Jones was assigned to the First
Epi scopal District in Philadel phia and served as pastor at the
Mot her Bet hel African Methodi st Epi scopal Church |ocated at 6th
and Lonmbard Streets in Society HIl; and

WHEREAS, Wil e in Philadel phia, M. Jones continued his
generous work to the community by borrow ng agai nst his personal
funds to save many African Methodi st Epi scopal churches
t hroughout the city and this Commonweal th, and al so purchased a
new publ i shing house for the Mther Bethel African Mt hodi st
Epi scopal Church after its near dem se in 1930; and

WHEREAS, Joshua Henry Jones was instrumental in establishing
hi s namesake church, Jones Tabernacle, in North Phil adel phia,
where Bishop Richard R Wight, Jr., father of forner
Phi | adel phi a Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Ruth Wight Hayre,
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served as the first pastor of this historic |landmark site; and
WHEREAS, M. Jones passed away Novenber 24, 1932, and
t hroughout his lifetine had overcone adversity, advanced the
African Met hodi st Epi scopal bishopric and becane an influential
African- Areri can | eader whose ideals and nmanner ring true today;
therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize June
19, 2005, as "Bishop Joshua Henry Jones Day" in Pennsylvania and
continue to acknow edge his achi evenents and contributions to

this Commonweal t h.
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