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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 287 %

| NTRODUCED BY HERMAN, HI CKERNELL, ADCLPH, ARGALL, BALDW N
BARRAR, BEBKO- JONES, BENNI NGHOFF, BI ANCUCCI, BOYD,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CRElI GHTON
CRUZ, DENLI NGER, DeWEESE, D G ROLAMO, DONATUCCI, J. EVANS,
FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD, FEESE, FICHTER, FLEAGLE, FORCl ER,
FREEMAN, GABI G CEI ST, GECRCGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOOD,
GOCDMVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS,
HUTCHI NSQON, JAMES, KOTIK, LEACH, LEDERER, MAJOR, MARKOSEK,
MARSI CO, MG LL, Ml LHATTAN, S. M LLER, MJNDY, MJSTI G
PALLONE, PAYNE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, PISTELLA, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, ROBERTS, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTON
SATHER, SCAVELLO, SCHRCDER, SHANER, SHAPI RO, B. SM TH,
SOLOBAY, STABACK, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, TI GUE
TRUE, WALKO, WOINARGOSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 3, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 3, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating May 12, 2005, as "Fi bronyal gia Awareness Day" in
Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, An estimated 10 mllion people in the United States,
including 6% to 8% of the population of our country, and
mllions of people worldw de, have been di agnosed with
fi bromyal gia, a disease for which there is no known cause or
cure; and

WHEREAS, Fibronyalgia is a chronic illness increasing at
epi dem c rates, which causes fatigue and debilitating pain in
wonen, nmen and children of all ages and races; and

VWHEREAS, Patients with this illness often have to learn to
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live with wi despread pain throughout their bodies, extrene
fatigue, sleep disorders, stiffness and weakness, m graine
headaches, nunbness and tingling, and inpairnment of nmenory and
concentration; and

WHEREAS, It often takes an average of five years to receive a
di agnosi s of fibronyal gia, and nmedi cal professionals frequently
are inadequately educated on fibronyal gia di agnosis and
treatnent; and

WHEREAS, It is necessary that we recogni ze the nedi cal
research denonstrating bi ochem cal abnormalities in people with
fi bromyal gi a; and

WHEREAS, Fi bromyalgia in children and young adults presents
uni que chal l enges for this popul ation who suffer not only from
the synptons of this illness but also fromthe | ack of
under st andi ng and soci al acceptance; and

WHEREAS, People with fibronyalgia face discrimnation from
enpl oyers, friends, famly and the judicial systemwhile dealing
with the ongoing stress of living with an unpredictable di sease
and an uncertain future; and

WHEREAS, Enpl oyers coul d support their enployees with
fi bromyal gi a by maki ng adaptations to the work environnent so
that people with fibronyalgia could continue to function at work
and not be forced to file for disability; and

WHEREAS, The National Fi bronyal gi a Associ ati on and ot her
fi bromyal gi a support organi zati ons around our country have
j oi ned together to pronote fibronyal gi a awareness and support,
i ncludi ng i nproved education, diagnosis, research and treatnent;
and

WHEREAS, Understanding this illness will help guarantee hope

for a better future for people with fibronyal gia; therefore be
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
needs of these chronically ill people and designate May 12,
2005, as "Fi bronyal gi a Anareness Day" in Pennsyl vania and urge
all of our citizens to support the search for a cure and assi st

those individuals and famlies who deal with this devastating
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di sease on a daily basis.
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