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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 2005 as "Sexual Assault Awareness
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, One in six wonen and one in thirty-three nen
experience a sexual assault in their lifetinme; and

WHEREAS, Every two minutes, soneone in the United States is
sexual | y assaul ted; and

WHEREAS, In this Commonweal th an estimted 2, 166,918 fenal es
and 987,882 nal es experience the life-altering trauma of sexual
victim zation; and

WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has
identified sexual violence as an urgent and costly public health
crisis; and

VWHEREAS, The Aneri can Medi cal Association has said that
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sexual violence is a silent, violent epidemc grow ng at
alarming rates and traumati zing the wonen, nen and chil dren of
our nation; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Bureau of Investigation and other |aw
enf orcenent agenci es across the nation, including the
Pennsyl vania State Police, indicate that sexual violence is the
nost underreported crine in the United States, with only 28. 3%
of rape and sexual assault incidents being reported to police;
and

WHEREAS, Sexual violence consists of a range of unacceptabl e
behavi ors, including rape, incest, nolestation, date and
acquai ntance rape, statutory rape, marital/partner rape, ritual
abuse, sexual exploitation, forced prostitution, indecent sexual
contact, sexual harassnent, exhibitionismand voyeurism and

WHEREAS, Victins of sexual violence are nore likely to
experience long-termnental health consequences, including
suicide and attenpted suicide, eating disorders, substance
abuse, prom scuity, |ow self-esteem psychiatric
hospitalizations and posttraunmatic stress disorder; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
month of April 2005 as "Sexual Assault Awareness Month" in
Pennsyl vani a, recognizing that it is tinme to take action agai nst
sexual violence by uniting the efforts of all who work to end
sexual violence and ensuring that victins receive just and
adequate treatnent; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage al
citizens to denonstrate support for all who work on behal f of
victinms of sexual violence and to take action for elimnating

sexual crimes in our conmunities.
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