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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 104 S5

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, BEBKO-JONES, BELARDI, Bl SHOP, BLACKWELL
BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CORRI GAN, CRUZ, DALEY, DeWEESE, EACHUS,
D. EVANS, FORCI ER, FRANKEL, GABI G GOOD, GOCDNVAN, GRUCELA,
HARHAI , HERSHEY, JAMES, Kl RKLAND, LEDERER, MARKCSEK, PALLONE
PETRARCA, PI STELLA, RIECER, RGSS, THOVAS, WALKO, WHEATLEY,
WOINARCSKI  AND YOUNGBLOCOD, FEBRUARY 15, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
FEBRUARY 15, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Commenorating the Iife of Octavius Catto and his contri butions
to political activism

VHEREAS, Cctavius Valentine Catto was born in Charl eston,
South Carolina, in 1840 and died on Cctober 10, 1871, in
Phi | adel phi a; and

VWHEREAS, Cctavius Catto was a scholar, an athlete and an
African-Anerican political activist; and

WHEREAS, Cctavius Catto graduated val edictorian at the
Institute for Colored Youth and was i medi ately added to the
staff as assistant to the principal and teacher of English
Literature, Hi gher Mathematics and C assical Languages; and

WHEREAS, Cctavius Catto was founder, captain and shortstop of
the finest baseball teamin Philadel phia, the Pythian Basebal l
Cl ub; and

WHEREAS, Cctavius Catto founded the Banneker Literary



1 Institute and the Equal Rights League; and

2 VWHEREAS, Cctavius Catto was a nmenber of the Franklin

3 Institute, Philadel phia Library Conpany, 4th Ward Bl ack

4 Political Cub and the Union League Association; and

5 WHEREAS, Facing violence and intimdation, Octavius Catto

6 courageously cast his vote on COctober 10, 1871, in the first

7 local election after the 15th Anendment enfranchi sed certain

8 African Anericans; and

9 WHEREAS, Cctavius Catto worked to protect the voting rights
10 and safety of others before he was fatally shot on that viol ent
11 election day; therefore be it

12 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmenorate the
13 I|ife and achi evenents of Cctavius Catto and his contributions to
14 political activismin American history; and be it further

15 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge all public
16 and private educational institutions in this Comonweal th, the
17 State Library, the Pennsylvania Historical and Miseum Com ssi on
18 and the Departnent of Education to pronote the study of Cctavius
19 Catto's life and contributions to American society.
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