PRINTER S NO. 618

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 102 5

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, ADOLPH, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI
Bl SHOP, BLACKWELL, BOYD, BUXTON, CALTAGQ RONE, CLYMER,
CORRI GAN, COSTA, CRUZ, DeWEESE, J. EVANS, FRANKEL, FREEMAN,
GERGELY, GOCDMVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARHART, HARPER, HERSHEY,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, W KELLER, LEH, MANN, MARKCSEK, Ml LHATTAN,
PH LLI PS, PISTELLA, REICHLEY, RIEGER ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO
STABACK, STURLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, TIGUE, WALKO
VWHEATLEY, WOINAROSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 15, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
FEBRUARY 15, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON
Commenorating the achi evenents and contri butions the Honorabl e
K. Leroy Irvis nade to the CGeneral Assenbly and the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.
WHEREAS, The Honorable K. Leroy Irvis graduated sunma cum
| aude fromthe New York State Teachers College (now the State

University of New York at Al bany), received a naster's degree

fromthe State University of New York at Al bany and earned a | aw

degree fromthe University of Pittsburgh; and

WHEREAS, As a young community activist in Pittsburgh, M.
Irvis organi zed the first denonstration in the United States
agai nst departnent stores for their discrimnatory hiring
practices agai nst African Anericans; and

WHEREAS, M. Irvis was elected to the Pennsyl vani a House of
Representatives in 1958 and was subsequently reel ected 15

consecutive tinmes; and
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WHEREAS, M. Irvis served the House of Representatives and
t he Comonweal th of Pennsylvania with distinction as Mnority
Caucus Chairman, Majority Caucus Chairman, Mnority Wip,
Mnority Leader and Majority Leader; and

WHEREAS, M. Irvis was el ected the 130th Speaker of the House
of Representatives, becom ng the first Speaker of African-
American heritage in the United States; and

WHEREAS, In his acknow edgnent speech upon becom ng Speaker,
M. Irvis remarked, "You have elected not a black man to be
Speaker of the House of Representatives, but nore inportantly,
you have el ected a man who happens to be black, and that is the
direction that this country nust continue to go"; and

WHEREAS, M. Irvis served conmendably as Speaker from 1977 to
1978 and from 1983 to 1988 and sponsored a record 264 bills that
becanme | aw during his | egislative career; and

WHEREAS, M. Irvis was a legislative | eader in many areas of
public policy, including education, civil rights, health,
consuner protection, housing and governnmental reform and

WHEREAS, WMany organi zations and institutions have honored M.
Irvis for his distinguished record of public service, including
t he NAACP, University of Pennsylvania, Lincoln University of
Pennsyl vani a, Urban League, University of Pittsburgh and the
Pennsyl vani a Jewi sh Coalition; and

WHEREAS, As a fitting tribute to his distinguished service to
the General Assenbly and the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, the
South Office Building in the Capitol Conplex in Harrisburg has
been formally renaned the Speaker K. Leroy Irvis Ofice
Bui l ding; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives honor and

commenprate the lifetine of service and achi evement of the
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1 Honorable K Leroy Irvis.
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