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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 64 5

| NTRODUCED BY CLYMER, ARMSTRONG BASTI AN, BEBKO- JONES,
Bl ANCUCCI, CALTAG RONE, CAWEY, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CRUZ,
DeVEESE, Di G ROLAMO, FABRI ZI O, FAI RCH LD, FREEMAN, GERCELY,
GRUCELA, HARHART, HERSHEY, W KELLER, KI RKLAND, KOTIK
LEDERER, LEH, LEVDANSKY, MGEEHAN, MELI O MJUNDY, O NEILL
PALLONE, READSHAW ROHRER, SATHER, SCAVELLO, SHANER, STERN
THOMVAS, Tl GUE, WHEATLEY, WOINAROSKI, GOODVAN, ARGALL, JAMES
AND WLT, FEBRUARY 9, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON COMMVERCE, FEBRUARY 9, 2005
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Urging the Congress of the United States to place a noratorium
on new free trade agreenents, to investigate and review
current free trade agreenents and policies of the United

States, to investigate and review participation of the United

States with international trade organi zations and to ensure

t hat such agreenents, policies and participation are in the

best interests of the citizens of the Commonweal th of

Pennsyl vani a and the United States.

WHEREAS, Since 1990 the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a has | ost
228,300 manufacturing jobs, half of them between 2001 and 2003;
and

WHEREAS, Manufacturing has a spin-off effect of three to
seven jobs created for each manufacturing job; and

WHEREAS, Free trade agreenents and policies of the United
States with other nations have severely inpacted American
manuf acturing industries and the workers they enploy; and

WHEREAS, Participation by the United States in international
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trade organi zations may inperil the success of Anerican
manuf act uri ng; and

WHEREAS, Foreign nations, such as China, have engaged in a
wi de range of unfair trading practices, including the
mani pul ati on of currency, subsidizing industries and dunpi ng
bel ow cost subsi di zed products into the United States market;
and

WHEREAS, United States manufacturers cannot conpete with
forei gn conpanies who pay a small fraction of the salaries paid
to United States manufacturing enpl oyees, provide no health
benefits to their workers, do not have to conply with any
governmental requirenments for the safety of their enpl oyees or
for the protection of the environnment, pay no pensions and are
gover nment subsi di zed; and

WHEREAS, The citizens of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania are
being harnfully inpacted by trade agreenents and policies
between the United States and foreign nations, resulting in the
cl osing of many of our manufacturing industries, negatively
i mpacting our famlies, our cormmunities and the Commonweal t h at
| ar ge when t housands of workers |lose their jobs; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania urge the Congress of the
United States to place a noratoriumon all new trade agreenents,
to investigate and review all current free trade agreenents and
policies of the United States, to investigate and review
participation of the United States in international trade
organi zations, and to ensure that such agreenments, policies and
participation are in the best interests of the citizens of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania and the United States; and be it

further
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RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
t he President and Congress of the United States, to the

presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each nenber
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of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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