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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 3068 %%

| NTRODUCED BY PERZEL, SCAVELLO, ADCLPH, ALLEN, BALDW N, BEYER,
BLAUM BOYD, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, Cl VERA, COSTA,
DENLI NCER, DeWEESE, Di G ROLAMO, DI VEN, FI CHTER, GANNON,
GElI ST, G LLESPI E, GOCDMVAN, HESS, JAMES, W KELLER, KENNEY,
KILLI ON, MAJOR, MARSI CO, Mcl LHINNEY, S. M LLER, O BRI EN,
O NEI LL, PICKETT, PISTELLA, PYLE, QUI GLEY, RAMALEY, RAYMOND,
READSHAW REED, REI CHLEY, SABATI NA, SANTONI, SOLOBAY, SONNEY,
T. STEVENSQON, E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR, TIGUE, TRUE, WALKO
WATSON, ZUG AND PHI LLI PS, OCTOBER 23, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 23, 2006
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing and providing for the adm nistration of the
Commonweal th O ficer Program and the Comonweal th O ficer
Fund; providing for duties of the Ofice of Attorney General;
| apsi ng certain funds; and nmaki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Commonweal t h
Oficer Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Fund." The Commonweal th O ficer Fund established in section
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"Police departnent.” A public agency of a nunicipality
havi ng general police powers and charged with nmaking arrests in
connection with the enforcement of crimnal or traffic |laws. The
termincludes a regional police departnment organi zed under 53
Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 Subch. A (relating to intergovernnental
cooperation).

"Police officer.” A full-tinme active sworn officer enpl oyed
by a nunicipality and assigned to crimnal |aw enforcenment or
traffic duties in a specific uniformed police district within a
muni ci pality. The term does not incl ude:

(1) Auxiliary and fire police.

(2) Persons assigned to transportation centers.

(3) Persons enployed to check parking neters or to
performonly admnistrative duti es.

(4) Persons on special detail or on restricted or
l[imted duty.

"Program "™ The Commonweal th O ficer Program established
under section 3.

"Sal ary." Includes base pay and health benefits. The term
does not include overtine, |ongevity or pension conpensati on.
Section 3. Program

The Commonweal th O ficer Programis hereby established in the
Ofice of Attorney CGeneral. The goal of the programis to
provi de State support to conmunities throughout this
Commonweal th to hire 10,000 new police officers by the year
2011. The O fice of Attorney General shall do the follow ng:

(1) Adm nister the program
(2) Review, approve and award grants to applicants under
t he program

Section 4. Fund.
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There is hereby established in the State Treasury a speci al
fund to be known as the Commonweal th O ficer Fund. Deposits in
the fund shall include noneys appropriated pursuant to section 9
and ot her noneys appropriated to the fund. Al noneys deposited
in the fund and interest which accrues fromthose funds are
appropriated on a continuing basis for the purposes of this act.
Section 5. Dedication of funding.

(a) Priority.--The Ofice of Attorney CGeneral shall allocate
t he noneys available in the fund in the follow ng order of
priority:

(1) Rural nunicipalities enploying fewer than ten police
of ficers.

(2) Minicipalities in counties with the highest
percentage of total crines reported Statew de as recorded in

t he Pennsyl vania Uniform Crine Reporting System

(3) Minicipalities in counties having the |argest
popul ati on.

(b) Formula.--The Ofice of Attorney General shall develop a
formula for award of program grants which uses a county's
exi sting nunber of police officers, crinme rate and popul ation to
achi eve the funding priority under subsection (a).

Section 6. Applications.

(a) Submi ssion.--A county nmay submt an application to the
Ofice of Attorney Ceneral for a programgrant. An application
shal | :

(1) Include a conmmitnment fromthe county to invest
mat chi ng funds in the program

(2) Include a commtnment froma nunicipality sel ected by
the county to receive a programgrant to invest matching

funds in the program
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(b) M ninmum mat ching funds required.--A county receiving a
program grant shall commt matching funds in an anount
equi valent to no less than 30% of the total grant to the county.
A nmunicipality selected by the county to receive grant funds
shall commt matching funds in an anmount equivalent to no | ess
t han 20% of the municipality's grant.

(c) Exenption.--The Ofice of Attorney General shall waive
the matchi ng funds requirenent at the request of a county or
muni ci pality during the first year of programinpl enentation.
Section 7. Use of funds.

A nmunicipality selected by the county to receive grant funds
shall use the funds to do any of the follow ng:

(1) Hre new police officers. Any new position
establ i shed nust be funded for a mninmum of 20 years. During
the first four years follow ng inplenmentation of the program
funds nust be used to hire new police officers. Follow ng the
fourth year of inplenentation, funds shall be used to pay
officers' salaries at the rate of $25,000 per year per
of ficer.

(2) Use up to 50% of the State funds received for
recruiting, training, equipnent or other costs associ ated
with maintaining a full-tinme conplenent of police officers.

Section 8. Lapse.

Funds fromthe follow ng appropriations shall |apse to the
General Fund:

(1) $10,000,000 fromthe appropriation for the
Commonweal t h Technol ogy Services under section 202 of the act
of July 2, 2006 (P.L. , No.2A), known as the Ceneral
Appropriation Act of 2006.

(2) $11,500,000 fromthe appropriation for the Senate
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1 Caucus Qperations Account (R) under section 251 of the

2 General Appropriation Act of 2006.

3 (3) $11,500,000 fromthe appropriation for the Senate
4 Caucus Qperation Account (D) under section 251 of the Ceneral
5 Appropriation Act of 2006.

6 (4) $11,500,000 fromthe appropriation for the House of
7 Representati ves Legi sl ati ve Managenent Account (R) under

8 section 252 of the General Appropriation Act of 2006.

9 (5) $11,500,000 fromthe House of Representatives
10 Legi sl ati ve Managenent Account (D) under section 252 of the
11 General Appropriation Act of 2006.
12 Section 9. Appropriation.
13 The sum of $56, 000, 000, or as nuch thereof as may be
14 necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Commonweal th O ficer
15 Fund for the fiscal year July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2007, to
16 carry out the provisions of this act.
17 Section 10. Effective date.
18 This act shall take effect inmediately.

J17L44BI L/ 20060H3068B4876 - 5 -



