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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2926 %%

| NTRODUCED BY DALLY, BELFANTI, ClIVERA, CURRY, DENLI NGER
FREEMAN, GEI ST, G LLESPIE, GOOD, GRUCELA, KILLION, KOTIlK
Mol LHATTAN, R MLLER, S. MLLER MJNDY, MJSTI O O NEILL
PARKER, PICKETT, PYLE, ROEBUCK, RGOSS, SCHRODER, SEMVEL
SI PTROTH, SONNEY, R STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, TURZAI AND
YOUNGBLOOD, SEPTEMBER 25, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2006
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for the
creation and mai ntenance of a will registry by the Secretary
of State.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 20 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2522. Creation, mai ntenance of will reqistry; fees.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Awill registry shall be established and

mai nt ai ned as foll ows:

(1) The Secretary of State shall create and maintain a

will registry in which a testator or the testator's attorney

may reqister informati on regarding the testator's will. The

i nformati on contained in the registry shall include the nane

of the person making the will, the date the will was nade and

sufficient identification of the |ocation of the will at the
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tinme of registration. The registry shall not contain a copy

of the wll.

(2) The fee for reqgistration of a will shall be $10,

whi ch shall be paid into the State Treasury for credit to the

general government operations appropriati on of the Departnent

(3) The exi stence or nonexi stence of a registration for

a particular will shall not be considered as evidence in any
proceeding relating to the will, and the failure to file
i nformati on about a will in the will reqgistry shall not be a

factor in determining the validity of a will.

(4) The fee for application to the Secretary of State to

conduct a search of the registry shall be $10, which shall be

paid into the State Treasury for credit to the genera

gover nnent operati ons appropri ati on of the Departnent of

State. Only interested persons and their representati ves nay

conduct a search of the reqgistry.

(5) The Secretary of State shall not be liable for the

accuracy of the representati on of the person conducting a

search of the reqistry or for the accuracy of the i nformation

contained in the reqistry.

(b) Requl ations.--The Secretary of State shall pronul gate

requl ations to effectuate the provi sions of this section.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Interested persons." Children, spouses, potential heirs,

devi sees, fiduciaries, creditors, beneficiaries and any others

having a property right in or claimagainst a trust estate or

the estate of a decedent which nay be affected by the
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1 proceeding.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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