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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2721 %%

| NTRODUCED BY T. STEVENSQON, ALLEN, BEBKO- JONES, CAWEY, COHEN
FLAHERTY, FRANKEL, GEORGE, GOODMVAN, KOTI K, MANN, M GEEHAN
SCAVELLO, SOLOBAY, E. Z. TAYLOR AND WLT, JUNE 6, 2006

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 6, 2006
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for onsite automatic
external defibrillators.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1423.1. Onsite Automatic External Defibrillators.--

(a) Wienever school entities' facilities are used for school -

sponsored or school -approved curricul ar or extracurricul ar

athletic events, or for interscholastic athletics, and whenever

such events or athletics are held at any | ocati on, the school

entity whose facilities are bei ng used shall be responsi ble for

ensuring the presence of at | east one autonmati c external

defibrillator and one school enploye who is trai ned pursuant to
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section 1423(f) at each curricular or extracurricular athletic

event or interscholastic athletic contest or conpetiti on. Wiere

a school - sponsored or school - approved curricul ar or

extracurricular athletic event or interscholastic athletic

contest or conpetition is held at a site other than a school

entity, an automatic external defibrillator and one person who

is trained in the operati on and use of an autonati c external

defibrillator shall be onsite.

(b) Any public institution of higher educati on that conpetes

in intercollegiate athletics shall have an autonmati c external

defibrillator on its premses in its athletic departnent. Staff

expected to use the automatic external defibrill ator shal

conplete the sane training as is required under section 1423(f).

(c) The provisions of 42 Pa.C.S. 8 8331.2 (relating to good

Samaritan civil inmmunity for use of autonated external

defibrillator) shall apply to any school personnel, including

staff of any public instituti on of hi gher educati on, who render

care with an autonmatic external defibrillator under this

secti on.

(d) A school entity or public institution of higher

education that is unable to i npl enent the provisions of this

section within one hundred ei ghty (180) days of the effective

date of this section shall notify the Departnent of Education in

witing of the reasons it is unable to conply. The depart nent

shal|l have sixty (60) days fromrecei pt of the notice to

eval uate those reasons. If the Departnent of Education fails to

act within that tine period, the school entity or public

instituti on of hi gher education shall have an additi onal one

hundred ei ghty (180) days to i npl enent the provisions of this

section. If the Departnent of Educati on di sapproves the noti ce,
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the basis for the Departnent of Education's di sapproval shall be

transmtted to the school entity or public institution of higher

educati on. The school entity or public institution of higher

educati on may subnit a revised notice.

(e) As used in this section--

"Intercol |l egi ate sports" shall have the sane neani ng as gi ven

toit in5 Pa.C.S. § 3102 (relating to definitions).

"I nterschol astic athletics" shall have the same neani ng as

given to it in section 1602-A.

"Public instituti on of hi gher educati on" neans any conmunity

coll ege, State-owned institution or State-related institution

"School entity" shall have the sane neaning as given to it in

section 1423.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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