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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2718 %"

| NTRODUCED BY O NEI LL, M| LHATTAN, BEBKO-JONES, BELFANTI, BEYER
CALTAG RONE, CAWLEY, CRAHALLA, CRElI GHTON, DeWEESE, FABRI ZI Q
FREEMAN, GEI ST, CGEORGE, GOODMAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY,
JAMES, KOTI K, LEDERER, MARKCSEK, M GEEHAN, MYERS, PALLONE
PARKER, PAYNE, PHILLIPS, PISTELLA, PYLE, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH
SOLOBAY, SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR THOVAS, Tl GUE AND YOUNGBLOOD
JUNE 6, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES, JUNE 6, 2006

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An

2 act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and

3 consolidating the | aw providing for the incorporation of

4 i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ation, supervision, and

5 protection of hone and foreign insurance conpanies, Lloyds

6 associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and

7 fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regulation and

8 supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,

9 associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
10 the State Workmen' s | nsurance Fund; providing penalties; and
11 repeal i ng existing | aws, " providing for rei mbursenent for
12 prost hetic devices.

13 The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

14 (1) Individuals with [inb | oss face many chal |l enges.

15 Included in these chall enges are the econom c pressures

16 pl aced on these individuals and their famlies.

17 (2) Individuals with [inb | oss need a prosthetic device
18 to continue to function daily by maintaining educati onal

19 activities or by being an integral part of the work force to

20 provi de for their own econom c support and for their famly.
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(3) The intent of this act is to assist the speci al
needs of individuals with linb |oss to be functioning,
contributing nmenbers of society.
(4) The General Assenbly recognizes that a prosthetic
device is critical to the well-being of individuals with linb
loss and finds it necessary to require that health insurance
policies issued in this Commonweal th i nclude such coverage.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known
as The I nsurance Conpany Law of 1921, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 635. 2. Rei mbur senent for Prosthetic Devices.--(a)

Except to the extent already covered under another policy, any

i ndi vi dual or group health, sickness and acci dent i nsurance

policy, group health i nsurance pl ans/policies, and all other

fornms of managed/ capitated care pl ans/policies or subscriber

contract or certificate i ssued by any entity subject to 40

Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan corporations) or 63

(relating to professional health services plan corporati ons) or

the act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known as the

"Heal th Mai nt enance Organi zation Act," or this act providing

hospital or nedical/surqgi cal coverage shall provide coverage of

prost heti c devices and conponents if prescribed by a health care

professional legally authorized to prescri be such itens under

|l aw. The benefits specified in this section may be provi ded

t hrough a conbi nati on of policies, contracts, certificates or

riders, including maj or nedical contracts.

(b) Al of the follow ng shall apply:

(1) A health care insurer may require preauthorization to
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deterni ne nedi cal necessity and the eliqgibility of benefits for

prost heti c devi ces and conponents.

(2) Coverage under this section shall also include the

fitting, repair or replacement of a prosthetic device and/or

conponent if the fitting, repair or replacenent is determned to

be nedically necessary. Afitting, repair or replacenent

necessi tated by the neqgligence of proper care and mai nt enance or

by an abusi ve act committed by the individual having the

prost heti c device shall not be covered.

(3) A health care insurer may require that prosthetic

services be rendered by a provider that contracts with the

carrier and that a prosthetic device or conponent be provi ded by

a vendor designated by that insurer.

(4) Coverage shall not be required for a prosthetic device

that i s desi gned exclusively for athl etic purposes.

(5) Coverage under this section shall renmnin subject to any

copaynent, coi nsurance or deducti bl e anpbunts i nposed by an

entity subject to this section for sinilar coverages under the

sane health i nsurance policy or contract.

(6) The attendi ng physician nust certify the nedi cal

necessity for a prosthetic device and conponent as a proposed

course of treatnent.

(c) When used in this section, the followi ng terns shal

have the neani ngs given to themin this subsection:

(1) "Conponent" neans the nmaterials and equi pnent needed to

ensure the confort and functioning of a prosthetic device.

(2) "Linb" neans an arm a hand, a leq, a foot or any

portion of an arm a hand, a |leg or a foot.

(3) "Prosthetic device" neans an artificial device to

replace a linb in whole or in part, including conponents.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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