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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2071 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SCHRODER, ARMSTRONG BARRAR, BEYER, CLYMER,
CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON, DENLI NGER, GEI ST, HARPER, HENNESSEY
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REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, OCTOBER 17, 2005
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," further providing for annual budget,
advertising and public hearing in school districts of the
first class.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 664 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is anended to
read:

Section 664. Annual Budget; Advertising; Public Hearing.--
(a) The board of public education of each school district of
the first class shall, annually, at [or before the tinme of

| evyi ng the annual school taxes,] least thirty days prior to the

adoption of the annual budget, prepare an approxi nate estinate

of the amount of funds that will be required by the school

district inits several departnents for the following fisca
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year. Such annual estimte shall be apportioned to the several
cl asses of expenditures of the districts as the board of public
education thereof nmay deternmi ne. The total amount of such
estimate shall not exceed the amount of funds, including the
proposed annual tax |evy and State appropriation, available for
school purposes in the district. The annual estimtes shall be
properly certified to the school controller of the district by
the secretary of the board.

(b) (1) The proposed budget in the fornat required by the

Departnent of Education, all proposed line item expenditures,

and a list of the several classes of expenditures and the types

of expendi tures included under each class shall be printed, or

ot herwi se nade available for public inspection and duplication

to all persons who may interest thenselves, at |east fifteen

days prior to the date set for the adopti on of the budget. The

board of public education shall, at |east fifteen days prior to
the tinme final action is taken on any budget, publish, by
advertisenment at |east once in tw newspapers of general
circulation printed in the nmunicipality in which such schoo
district is located, notice that such proposed budget has been

prepared and is open to public inspection and duplication at the

of fice of the board of public education. Such advertisenent
shall include a notice of public hearing on the proposed budget,
schedul ed for at |east ten days before final action is taken
upon any budget .

(2) Fees for duplication under this subsecti on by

phot ocopyi ng, printing fromelectronic nedia or mcrofilm

copying onto electronic nedia, transm ssion by facsinmle or

ot her el ectroni c neans and ot her nmeans of duplicati on nust be

reasonabl e and based on prevailing fees for conparable
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duplication services provided by | ocal business entities.

(3) An agency or public official who violates this

subsection with the i ntent and purpose of violating this

subsection conmts a sunmary offense subject to prosecuti on by

the Attorney General or the appropriate district attorney and

shal | , upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore

t han three hundred dollars ($300) per incident plus costs of

pr osecuti on.

(4) For the purposes of this subsection, "public official"

shall nean a nenber of the Board of Public Educati on, chief

financial officer, superintendent or other school official

enpowered by the Board of Public Educati on to oversee the

creati on and enactnent of the annual budget of the district.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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