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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1790 %5

| NTRODUCED BY DeLUCA, M COZZI E, ClIVERA, DI VEN, BEBKO JONES,
Bl ANCUCCI, BOYD, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CRAHALLA, EACHUS,
FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GEORGE, GOCD, GOODVAN, GRUCELA,
JOSEPHS, KOTI K, MANDERI NO, MARKCSEK, MELI O, MJNDY, MYERS,
REI CHLEY, RUFFI NG TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, VEON,
WALKGO, YOUNGBLOOD, COSTA, READSHAW PETRONE, SANTON ,
PALLONE, DERMODY, GERBER, PI STELLA, PRESTON, M CALL
WHEATLEY, HALUSKA, SHAPI RO, LEVDANSKY, CORRI GAN, BLACKWELL,
KI RKLAND, JAMES, WATERS, ROBERTS, STETLER AND LESCOVI TZ,
JUNE 23, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JUNE 23, 2005

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of July 8, 1986 (P.L.408, No.89), entitled, as
2 reenacted and anmended, "An act providing for the creation of
3 the Health Care Cost Contai nnent Council, for its powers and
4 duties, for health care cost contai nnent through the
5 col l ection and di ssem nation of data, for public
6 accountability of health care costs and for health care for
7 t he indigent; and meking an appropriation,” further providing
8 for data dissem nation and publication and for expiration
9 date of act.
10 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
11 hereby enacts as foll ows:
12 Section 1. Section 7 of the act of July 8, 1986 (P.L.408,
13 No.89), known as the Health Care Cost Contai nment Act, reenacted
14 and anended July 17, 2003 (P.L.31, No.14), is anended by addi ng
15 subsections to read:
16 Section 7. Data dissen nation and publication.
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1 (c) Information on infections.--Notw thstandi ng any other

2 provision of lawto the contrary, hospitals shall post on a

3 quarterly basis, in a place readily open and available to the

4 public, information on infections, including:

5 (1) The nunber of infections identified by the hospital
6 t hr ough di agnosi s and procedure codes and billed for on_ the
7 hospital's UB92 or its successor billing form The nunber

8 shal |l be based on a list of codes provided to hospitals by

9 t he council and shall be known as "UB identified infections."
10 (2) The nunber of hospital-acquired infections reported
11 to the council as identified in field 21d of the UB92 or its
12 successor _billing form The nunber shall be known as

13 "hospital -acquired infections."

14 (d) Payors. --

15 (1) For each submission in accordance with section 6 by
16 a hospital that contains information related to an infection
17 as _described in subsection (c), a m sadventure or other

18 patient safety issue, the council shall furnish rel evant

19 information to the payor of record as identified by the
20 hospital. This subsection applies to those payors with at
21 | east 1% of the health insurance nmarket share in this
22 Conmonweal th according to the Insurance Departnent. Each
23 payor shall verify whether the condition identified in the
24 subm ssion has been paid and shall supply charge and paynent
25 data, as outlined in a council statenent of policy.
26 (2) Notwi thstanding any other provision of law to the
27 contrary, the council may inplenent the provisions of this
28 subsection through a statenent of policy. Nothing in this
29 subsection shall be construed to require the council to
30 pronul gate reqgulations to inplenent the provisions of this
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subsecti on.

(3) The council may in its discretion rel ease public

reports on the data under this subsecti on.

Section 2. Section 19 of the act is amended to read:
Section 19. Sunset.

This act shall expire June 30, [2008] 2013, unl ess reenacted
prior to that date. By Septenber 1, 2007, a witten report by
the Legi sl ative Budget and Finance Committee eval uating the
managenent, visibility, awareness and performance of the council
shall be provided to the Public Health and Welfare Commttee of
t he Senate and the Health and Human Services Commttee of the
House of Representatives. The report shall include a review of
the council's procedures and policies, the availability and
quality of data for conpleting reports to hospitals and outside
vendor purchasers, the ability of the council to becone self-
sufficient by selling data to outside purchasers, whether there
is a nore cost-efficient way of acconplishing the objectives of
t he council and the need for reauthorization of the council.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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