PRINTER S N0 2149

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1606 %

| NTRODUCED BY KENNEY, PERZEL, CORNELL, G NGRI CH, LEDERER
MACKERETH, TRUE, WATSON, BENNI NGHOFF, Ml LHATTAN, JAMES,
KOTI K, RGOSS, BALDW N, BEBKO-JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BUXTON,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER, CRAHALLA, CRUZ,
DeWEESE, DI VEN, FABRIZIO FRANKEL, FREENMAN, GEORGE, GOOD,
GRUCELA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HERMAN HESS, JOSEPHS, LEACH,
LEVDANSKY, IVANN, MARKGOSEK, MG LL, M LLARD, MJUNDY, NAILOR,
PETRI, PHI LLIPS, PISTELLA, PRESTCN, READSHAW SANTON
SCAVELLO, SHANER, SHAPI RO, B. SMTH, STERN, E. Z. TAYLOR
TI GUE, WALKO, WLT, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, JUNE 13, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JUNE 13, 2005
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AN ACT
Providing for free breast and cervical cancer screening services
to certain eligible wonren and for the powers and duties of
t he Departnent of Health.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Wnen's
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Screening Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Breast cancer is the nost commonly di agnosed cancer
anong wonen in the nation and this Comopnwealth. It is also

t he second | eadi ng cause of fenale cancer deaths in this

Commpnweal t h.
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(2) Approximtely 10% of women can expect to devel op
breast cancer in their |ifetines.

(3) The American Cancer Society recomends that,
begi nni ng at age 40, wonen receive yearly nmanmograns.

(4) The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
estimates that 11,200 new cases of breast cancer wll be
di agnosed in wonren in this Commonweal th in 2004. The
Department of Health estimates that approxi mately 2,300 wonen
will die of this disease in 2004.

(5) In 2004 the Departnment of Health estinmates 500 new
cases of cervical cancer diagnosed and an estimated 160 wonen
woul d die of this disease.

(6) Studies have shown that the five-year survival rate
for breast cancer is 96%if it is detected early. If detected
in later stages, the survival rate declines to 21%

(7) The survival rate for a wonman found to have
precancerous cervical |esions or to have cervical cancer in
its earliest stage is al nost 100%

(8) In addition to saving |ives, breast and cervical
cancer screening saves noney by early diagnosis when nedi cal
conditions are easier and | ess expensive to treat, thus
easing the strain on our already overburdened health care
system

(9) Breast and cervical cancer nortality rates are
significantly greater anong racial and ethnic mnority groups
as well as in |l ower inconme areas.

(10) Al though wonmen who are insured have access to
breast and cervical cancer screening, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention estinmate that there are approxi mately

70, 000 wonren ages 40 to 49 in this Comopnweal t h wit hout
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1 adequat e i nsurance to cover necessary Screening exam nations.
2 (11) Pursuant to Title XV of the Public Health Service
3 Act (58 Stat. 682, 42 U.S.C. § 300k et seq.), Pennsylvania

4 has established a screening program ained at early detection
5 of breast and cervical cancer in underinsured and uninsured
6 persons, operated by the Departnent of Health under the

7 approval of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early

8 Det ecti on Program of the Centers for D sease Control and

9 Preventi on.

10 (12) The National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early

11 Det ecti on Program operated by the Departnment of Health is

12 severel y underfunded.

13 Section 3. Purpose.

14 The purpose of this act is:

15 (1) To provide at |east annual breast cancer screening
16 services to | owincone underinsured and uni nsured wonen who
17 are 40 to 49 years of age and to provide annual breast cancer
18 screeni ng services to | owincone underinsured and uni nsured
19 wonen who are 50 to 64 years of age.
20 (2) To provide cervical cancer screening services to
21 wonen who are 40 to 49 years of age as deened necessary by
22 t he mandates of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
23 Det ecti on Program and by the woman's health care provider.
24 (3) To supplenent and maxi m ze current resources and to
25 expand and i ncrease the services presently offered by the
26 Department of Health through its National Breast and Cervi cal
27 Cancer Early Detection Program

28 Section 4. Definitions.
29 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
30 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Annual ." Once every year

"Clinical breast exam nation." A breast exam nation
performed by a health care professional for the purpose of
detecting breast cancer.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Health care provider.” A licensed hospital or health care
facility, nedical equipnent supplier or person who is |icensed,
certified or otherwise regulated to provide health care services
under the laws of this Comobnweal t h.

“National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection
Program ™ The National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
Det ecti on Program of the Centers for D sease Control and
Prevention established under Title XV of the Public Health
Services Act (58 Stat. 682, 42 U.S.C. §8 300k et seq.).

"Papani col aou test" or "Pap test.” A mcroscopic exam nation
of cells scraped fromthe cervix.

"Pel vic exam nation."™ A physician exanm nation of the uterus,
vagi na, ovaries, fallopian tubes, bladder and rectum

"Screeni ng marmmogram ” A radi ol ogi ¢ procedure furnished to
an asynptomati c wonman for the purpose of early detection of
breast cancer. The termincludes a physician's interpretation of
the results of such procedure.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
Section 5. Medical screening program

(a) Admnistration.--

(1) The department shall adm nister a programto provide
at | east annual screeni ng mammograns and clinical breast
exam nations to | owinconme underinsured and uni nsured wonen

who are 40 to 49 years of age and to provide annual screening
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mammogr ans and clinical breast exam nations to | owincone
underi nsured and uni nsured wonen who are 50 to 64 years of
age.

(2) The departnent shall provide Pap tests and pelvic
exam nations to wonen who are 40 to 49 years of age as deened
necessary by the mandates of the National Breast and Cervi cal
Cancer Early Detection Program and by the woman's health care
provi der.

(3) The department shall establish this programthrough
its National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection
Program or in conjunction with the program
(b) Eligibility.--An individual is eligible for the program

i f the individual:

(1) Has a famly incone that does not exceed 250% of the
Federal poverty |evel.

(2) Does not have access to health insurance coverage
t hat covers screeni ng mamograns, clinical breast
exam nations, Pap tests and pelvic exan nations for wonen.

(3) (i) 1is 40 to 49 years of age; or

(1i) is younger than 40 years of age and has a
famly or nedical history that necessitates annual or

bi enni al breast or cervical cancer screening services.

Section 6. Federal funds.
The departnent shall:

(1) Structure the programin a manner not to jeopardize
Federal funds through the National Breast and Cervical Cancer
Early Detection Program

(2) Uilize and seek to maxim ze the use of Federal
funds through the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early

Det ecti on Program
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1 Section 7. Report to Ceneral Assenbly.

2 The departnent shall nake an annual report to the Ceneral

3 Assenbly on the inplenentation of this act.

4 Section 8. Rules and regul ations.

5 The departnent shall adm nister this act and pronul gate such
6 rules and regul ations as necessary to inplenment and enforce the
7 provisions of this act.

8 Section 9. Funding.

9 The CGeneral Assenbly shall include in the General
10 Appropriation Act an annual appropriation to the departnent from
11 the General Fund in an amount sufficient to provide necessary
12 screening services for breast or cervical cancer to underinsured
13 and uni nsured wonen pursuant to this act.
14 Section 10. Effective date.
15 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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