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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1225 %%

| NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, BEBKO- JONES, GEORGE, YOUNGBLOOD, THOVAS,
STETLER, BELFANTI, JAMES, CALTAG RONE, SOLOBAY, KI RKLAND
TANGRETTI, CGRUCELA, STABACK AND FABRI ZI O, MARCH 30, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, MARCH 30, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 22, 1970 (P.L.378, No.122), entitled

"An act concerning nursing honmes; providing for the |icensing

of persons charged with the general adm nistration of such

homes; prescribing the powers and duties of the State Board
of Exam ners of Nursing Home Adm nistrators; fixing fees and
maki ng certain acts unlawful ,” further providing for
functions and duties of the board.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4 of the act of June 22, 1970 (P.L.378,
No. 122), known as the Nursing Home Administrators License Act,
anended Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.375, No.106) and July 7, 1987
(P.L.218, No.38), is anended to read:

Section 4. Functions and Duties of the Board.--(a) It shal
be the function and duty of the board:

(1) To devel op, inpose, and enforce standards which shall be
met by individuals in order to receive a license as a nursing
home adm ni strator, which standards shall be designed to insure

that nursing honme adm nistrators will be individuals who are of

good character and are otherw se suitable, and who, by training
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or experience, which may include a requirenment for supervised
experience prior to licensure, in the field of institutional
adm nistration, are qualified to serve as nursing hone

adm ni strators.

(2) To develop and apply appropriate techniques, including
exam nations and investigations, for determ ning whether an
i ndi vi dual neets such standards.

(3) To issue licenses and registrations to individuals
determ ned, after application of such techniques, to neet such
standards, and revoke or suspend |licenses or registrations
previously issued by the board in any case where the individual
hol di ng any such license or registration is determ ned to have
failed to conformto the requirenents of such standards.

(4) To establish and carry out procedures designed to insure
that individuals |licensed as nursing hone adm nistrators wll,
during any period that they serve as such, conply with the
requi renents of such standards.

(5) To receive, investigate, and take appropriate action
with respect to, any charge or conplaint filed with the board to
the effect that any individual |icensed as a nursing hone
adm nistrator has failed to conply with the requirenments of such
st andar ds.

(6) To conduct in cooperation with the appropriate State
agency having facility approval or licensure responsibility a
continuing study of nursing honmes and adm ni strators of nursing
homes within the State with a viewto the inprovenent of the
standards i nposed for the licensing of such adm nistrators and
of procedures and nethods for the enforcenent of such standards
with respect to adm nistrators of nursing hones who have been

| i censed as such
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(7) To submt annually to the Appropriations Commttees of
t he House of Representatives and the Senate, fifteen days after
t he Governor has submitted his budget to the General Assenbly, a
copy of the budget request for the upcom ng fiscal year which
the board previously submtted to the Departnment of State.

(8) To submt annually a report, to the Professional
Li censure Committee of the House of Representatives and to the
Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure Commttee of the
Senate, containing a description of the types of conplaints
recei ved, status of cases, board action which has been taken and
the length of the time fromthe initial conplaint to fina
di sposition.

(9) To devel op standards of professional practice and
st andards of professional conduct appropriate to establish and
mai ntain a high level of integrity and performance in the
practice of nursing hone adm ni stration. The board shall, not
later than July 1, 1988, initiate the promnul gati on of
regul ati ons establishing such standards of professional practice
and standards of professional conduct, provided that nothing in
this clause shall restrict the inposition of penalties or
di sciplinary action pursuant to section 11 or 12 prior to final
approval of such regul ations pursuant to the act of June 25,
1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known as the "Regul atory Review Act."

(b) The board or any comm ttee or nenber thereof, acting in
an official capacity, shall have the authority to issue
subpoenas, conpel the attendance of w tnesses, adm nister oaths
and take testinony concerning all matters within the
jurisdiction of the board. Such board shall not be bound by the
strict rules of evidence in the conduct of its proceedi ngs but

any determ nations made shall be founded upon sufficient |egal
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evi dence to sustain them The right of appeal from decisions of
the board shall be in accordance with [the provisions of the act
of June 4, 1945 (P.L.1388), known as the "Adm nistrative Agency
Law."] 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 Subch. A (relating to practice and

procedure of Commonweal th agenci es) and Ch. 7 Subch. A (rel ating

to judicial review of Commonweal th agency acti on).

(c) The board shall also have the authority to make rul es
and regul ations, not inconsistent with law, as nay be necessary
for the proper performance of its duties, and to take such other
actions as may be necessary to enable the Commonweal th to neet
the requirenments set forth in appropriate Federal |aw, and other

perti nent Federal authority. The rules, regulations and actions

aut hori zed under this subsection shall address, inter alia, the

(1) Treatnent of nursing hone occupants, including payi ng

attention to their conpl aints.

(2) Possession of occupants' possessi ons and renoval of

bel ongi ngs by theft or otherw se.

(3) Personal bank accounts of occupants.

(4) Accounting of occupants' retirenent and Social Security

(5) Burial expenses, including prepaynent requirenments.

(6) Exercise of occupants, especially where needed for

heal t h pur poses.

(7) Proper attention to bed-ridden occupants to avoi d

bedsor es.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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