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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 769 5

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, BEBKO- JONES, BLACKWELL, CALTAG RONE,
CRUZ, FREEMAN, CRUCELA, HARHAI, KIRKLAND, LEACH, MJNDY,
STURLA, SURRA, TI GJE AND YOUNGBLOCOD, MARCH 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Providing for a grant program for class size reduction
activities; and inposing powers and duties on the Departnent
of Education and the Secretary of Educati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Public School
Class Size Reduction Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonweal th.
Section 3. Authorization of grants.

Beginning with the fiscal year 2005-2006 and in each fiscal

year thereafter, the departnment shall provide grants to school
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districts for the purpose of class size reduction activities for
students enrolled in kindergarten through grade three.
Section 4. Criteria for award of grants.

A school district shall be eligible for a grant award if the
district:

(1) |Is participating in a federally funded program of
cl ass size reduction activities.

(2) Has a maximumclass size in the district's
ki ndergarten through grade three classroons not in excess of
t he maxi mum nunber per classroom necessary for participation
in the federally funded program of class size reduction
activities.

(3) Insures that teachers of classes qualifying under
par agraph (2) participate in professional devel opnent
activities designed to inprove their abilities to teach
reading, witing and arithmetic.

(4) Adopts and inplenments in each school building where
a class size reduction programis in place a proven strategy
for engagi ng parents and other nenbers of the community as
partners in the education of students.

Section 5. Use of grant funds.

Grant funds may be used for costs incurred by a school
district for class size reduction activities for students
enrolled in kindergarten through grade three if those costs:

(1) are not reinbursable under the federally funded
cl ass size reduction program because of a | ack of Federal
funds; or

(2) are not eligible for reinbursenent under the
federally funded class size reduction program

Section 6. Duties of secretary.
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The secretary shall contract with a consortium of
uni versities for an evaluation of the effectiveness of class
si ze reduction prograns. Program effectiveness shall be
eval uated at both the school building | evel and the school
district level. The secretary shall annually report:
(1) The results of the evaluation to the General
Assenbl y.
(2) Reconmendations for |egislation or other action
related to class size reduction activities.

Section 7. Expenditure estimate.

By March 31 of each year the secretary shall provide to the

CGeneral Assenbly an estimate of the total cost of class size
reduction prograns, including an estimate of State funds
required for the ensuing fiscal year.

Section 8. Funding.

Fundi ng for the grant program under this act will be provided

by an annual appropriation by the General Assenbly.
Section 9. Regul ations.
The departnent shall pronmulgate rules and regulations to
adm ni ster and enforce this act.
Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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