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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /59 =5

| NTRODUCED BY MUSTI O, ARGALL, BALDW N, BARRAR, BASTI AN,
BELFANTI , BENNI NGHOFF, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CAWEY,
CLYMER, COSTA, CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, DALEY, FICHTER, CEl ST,
GECRCE, G NGRI CH, GOOD, CGRELL, HERVAN, HERSHEY, HESS,
JOSEPHS, M KELLER, KILLION, LEDERER, MANN, MARKOSEK,
S. MLLER NAILOR O NEILL, PAYNE, READSHAW REI CHLEY,

ROBERTS, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SCHRODER, SOLOBAY, STABACK, STERN,

R STEVENSQON, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, TIGUE, TRUE, TURZAI,
WATERS, WATSQON, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, ZUG ARMSTRONG
PI STELLA, G LLESPIE, Ml LH NNEY, DENLI NGER, HARPER,
HENNESSEY, RAPP, METCALFE AND PYLE, MARCH 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMVENT, MARCH 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Providing for the display of the American flag, Commonwealth
flag or mlitary flag by residents in a unit owners
associ ati on, honeowners associ ation or naster association.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the American,
Commonweal th and Mlitary Flag Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Anmerican flag." The flag of the United States, as defined

in4 USC 81 (relating to flag; stripes and stars on) and the
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Executive Orders entered in connection with that section, nade
of fabric, cloth or paper displayed froma staff or flagpole or
in a window. The term does not include a depiction or enbl em of
the American flag made of l|ights, paint, roofing, siding, paving
materials, flora or balloons, or any other simlar building,

| andscapi ng or decorative conponent.

"Association.” Any unit owners association in a conmon
interest community, including all condom nium planned comunity
or cooperative associations, as defined in 68 Pa.C. S. 88 3103
(relating to definitions), 4103 (relating to definitions) and
5103 (relating to definitions), or in any successor statute.

"Conmonweal th flag." As described in section 1 of the act of
June 13, 1907 (P.L.560, No.373), entitled "An act designating
the official flag of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, and
descri bing the sanme; providing for the carrying of such flag by
the reginents of the National Guard of Pennsyl vania; authorizing
the Secretary of the Conmonwealth to provide, and have deposited
in the office of Secretary of the Commonweal th, a nodel of said
flag, and naking an appropriation therefor."

"Executive board." The body, regardl ess of name, designated
in the declaration to act on behalf of the association.

"Mlitary flag." A flag of any branch of the United States
Armed Forces or the Pennsyl vania National Guard and PONM A
flags made of fabric, cloth or paper displayed froma staff or
flagpole or in a wi ndow. The term does not include a depiction
or enblemof a mlitary flag nade of lights, paint, roofing,
siding, paving materials, flora or balloons, or any other
simlar building, |andscaping or decorative conmponent.

Section 3. Display of American flag, Commonwealth flag and

mlitary flag.
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Not wi t hst andi ng any provision in the association's
decl aration, covenants, bylaws, rules, regulations or other
i nstrunments or any construction of any of those instrunments by
an associ ation's executive board, an association nay not
prohi bit the outdoor display of one American flag, Commonwealth
flag or mlitary flag by a unit owner on that unit owner's
property, but not on comon elenents in the community, if the
American flag is displayed in a manner consistent with 4 U S.C
88 4 (relating to pledge of allegiance to the flag; manner of
delivery) through 10 (relating to nodification of rules and
custons by President) and a Comonweal th flag or mlitary fl ag
is displayed in accordance with any rules and regul ati ons
adopted by the association. An association may adopt rules and
regul ati ons, consistent with 4 U.S.C. 88 4 through 10, regarding
t he pl acenment and manner of display of the American flag, and an
associ ation may adopt rules and regul ati ons regarding the
pl acenent and manner of display of a Coomonwealth flag or
mlitary flag. An association may adopt rules and regul ati ons
regardi ng the |l ocation, size and use of a flagpole but cannot
prohibit the use of wall brackets to display the American flag,
Commonweal th flag and mlitary flag. The size of the Anerican
flag, Conmmonwealth flag and mlitary flag to be flown shall not
be larger than five feet by three feet. In addition, any rules
and regul ati ons adopted by the association regardi ng the display
of amlitary flag nmust permit the flying of such flags, in a
respectful way, on President's Day, Iwo Jina Flag Raising Day,
Vi et nam Vet erans Day, V-E Day, Arned Forces Day, Menorial Day,
Fl ag Day, |ndependence Day, Korean War Veterans Arm stice Day,
V-J Day, Patriot's Day, PONM A Recognition Day, Veterans Day,
Pear| Harbor Day and the birthday of each branch of the United
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1 States Arned Forces.
2 Section 4. Ef fecti ve date.

3 This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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