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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 493 5

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, BELFANTI, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, DALEY,
DERMODY, GERCELY, JAMES, KOTI K, MGEEHAN, PALLONE, PETRONE
READSHAW SHANER, WOJNARGCSKI AND YOUNGBL OOD,
FEBRUARY 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 12, 1919 (P.L.476, No.240), entitled,
as anmended, "An act to regulate and establish the fees to be
charged and col l ected by the recorder of deeds, in counties
of the second class,” providing for additional fees; and
establishing a County Records | nprovenent Fund.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of June 12, 1919 (P.L.476, No.240),
referred to as the Second C ass County Recorder of Deeds Fee
Law, is anended by adding a section to read:

Section 3. (a) There is hereby establi shed a County Records

| nprovenent Fund in counties of the second cl ass.

(b)) In addition to the fee charged by a recorder of deeds, a

fee in the anount of five dollars ($5.00) shall be charged and

coll ected for each docunent recorded. The fee shall be

distributed in the foll ow ng manner:

(1) The anpunt of three dollars ($3.00) shall be retained in

a separate fund within the office of the recorder of deeds to be
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used, in accordance with regul ar county budgeti ng, contracting

and procurenent practices, to support devel opnent and

i mprovenent of office records managenent activities and systens

in the office of the recorder of deeds. Anpbunts in the separate

fund shall not be used to substitute any all ocati ons of general

revenues for the operation of the recorder's office w thout the

express consent of the recorder. The separate fund shall be

audi ted by the appropriate auditi ng agency, and any unexpended

bal ance, together with interest earned on the separate fund,

shall be left in the separate fund to accunul ate fromyear to

vear. Beginning with the close of the fiscal year four vyears

after the effective date of this section and every four years

thereafter, any unencunbered funds remaining in the separate

fund shall be transferred to the County Records | nprovenent

(2) The anmpunt of two dollars ($2.00) shall be deposited in

the County Records | nprovenent Fund for use as prescribed in

subsection (c).

(c) Funds deposited in the County Records | nprovenment Fund

shal|l be expended i n accordance with a conprehensi ve records

managenent pl an based on the goal of standardi zi ng and

equal i zing the capabilities of all county offices consi stent

with their need to recei ve, nanage and provide i nformation to

the public as efficiently as possi ble. The plan shall be

devel oped and adm nistered in the foll owi ng manner:

(1) Each county shall establish a County Records | nprovenent

Committee nmade up of the nmenbers of county council, county chief

executive, sheriff, prothonotary, clerk of court, reqi ster of

wills and treasurer. The County Records | nprovenent Conmttee

shal|l assess the rel ative records nanagenent capabilities and
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1 records nmanagenent needs of each office and devel op

2 recommendations to the county council for a conprehensive

3 records nmanagenent plan consistent with the goal established in
4 this subsection.

5 (2) The county council shall adopt and provide for

6 admnistration of a conprehensive records managenent pl an t hat

7 1s based on the reconmendations of the County Records

8 Inprovenent Committee and is consistent with the goal

9 established in this subsection. The plan nay be anended from

10 tinme to tine in consultation with the County Records | nprovenent
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12 (3) The County Records | nprovenent Fund shall be expended

13 and adnministered consistent with regular county budgeting,

14 contracting and procurenent practices and adm nistrative

15 procedures. The County Records |nprovenent Fund shall be audited
16 by the appropriate auditing agency, and any unexpended bal ance,
17 together with interest earned on the County Records | nprovenent
18 Fund, shall be left in the County Records |nprovenent Fund to

19 accunulate fromyear to year

20 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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